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DISCONTENTS. 
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IT  is  an  Undertaking  of  feme  degree  of  de- 
licacy to  examine  into  the  ^caufe  of  public 
diforders.     If  a  man  happens  not  to  fucceed  in    - 
fiich  an  enquiry,  he  will  be  thought  weak  and 
viiionary  j  if  he  touches  the  true  grievahce,  there 
is  a  danger  that  he  may  come  near  to  perfons  of  . 
weight  and  coiifequence,  who  will  rather  be  ex- 
afperated  at  the  difcovery  of  their  errors,  than 
thankful  for  the  occafion  of  correding  them. 
If  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  blamfe  the  favourites  ' 
of  the  people,  he  will  Be  confidered  as  the  tool 
of  power;  if  he  cenfures  thofe  in  power,  he  will 
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2       THOUGHTS  ON  THt  CAUSE  OF 

a  be  looked  on  as  an  inftrumcnt  of  fadion.  But 
in  all  exertions  of  duty  fomething  is  to  be  hazard- 
ed. In  cafes  of  tumult  and  diforder,  our  law 
has  inverted  every  man,  in  fomc  fort,  with  the 
authority  of  a  magiftratc.  When  the  affairs  of 
the  nation  are  diftradted,  private  people  are,  by 
the  fpirit  of  that  law,  juftified  in  ftepping  a 
little  out  of  their  ordinary  fphere.  They  enjoy 
a  privilege,  of  fomewhat  more  dignity  and 
cffedl,  than  that  of  idle  lamentation  over  the 
calamities  of  their  country.  They  may  look 
into  therp  narrowly;  they  may  reafon  upon 
them  liberally  ;  and  if  they  fliould  be  fo  fortu- 
nate as  to  difcover  the  true  fource  of  the  mifchief, 
f  and  to  fuggeft  any  probable  method  of  removing 
f^  it,  though  they  may  difpleafe  the  rulers  for  the 

day,  they  are  certainly  of  fervice  to  the  caufe  of 
Government.  Government  is  deeply  interefted 
in  every  thing  which,  even  through  the  medium 
of  fome  temporary  uneafinefs,  may  tend  finally 
to  cpmpofe  the  minds  of  the  fubjed,  and  to 
conciliate  their  affe«itions.  1  have  nothing  to  do 
here  with  the  abflradt  value  of  the  voice  of  the 
people.  But  as  long  as  reputation,  the  moft 
precious  poifeflion  of  every  individual,  and  as 
long  as  opinion,  the  great  fupport  of  the  State, 
'-depend  entirely  upon  that  voice,  it  can  never 
be  cbnfidewd  as  a  thing  of  little  confcquence 
either  to  indiviWls  or  to  Government.  Nations 
are  not  primarily  ruled  by  laws;  lefs  by  violence. 
Whatever  original  energy  may  be  fuppofed  cither 
in  force  or  regulation  j  the  operation  of  bpth 
is,  in  truth,  merely  inftrumental.     Nations  are 

governed 
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THE  PRESENT  DISCONTENTS.         j 

governed  by  tiie  flime  methods,  and  on  the  fame 
principles,  by  which  an  individual  without 
authority  is  often  able  to  govern  thofe  who  are 
his  equals  oj  his  fuperiours;  by  a  knowledge 
of  their  temuer,  and  by  a  judicious  management 
of  it ;  I  mean,  -^  when  public  affairs  are 
ftendily  and  quietly  condudled  ;  not  when  Go- 
vernment is  nothing  but  a  continued  fcuffle  be- 
tween the  magirtrate  and  the  multitude ;  in 
which  f(jmt:times  the  one  and  fometimes  the 
other  is  uppermoftj  in  which  they  alternately 
yield  and  p-cvail,  in  a  feries  of  contemptible 
vi(fiories  and  fcandalous  fubn)illions.  The 
temper  of  the  people  amongft  whom  he  prefidcs 
ought  therefore  to  be  the  firft  ftudy  of  a  Statef- 
And  the  knowledge  of  this  temper  it  is 


man. 


by  no  mearjs  impofhblc  for  hiia  to  attain,  if 
he  has  not  an  intercft  in  being  ignorant  of  what 
it  is  his  duty  to  learn.  x: 

To  complain  of  the  age  we  live  in,  tp  miirmuf 
at  the  prefent  poffcfTors  of  power,  to  lament  the 
part,  to  conceive  extravagant  hopes  of  the 
future,  are  the  common  difpofitions  of  th6 
greateft  part  of  mankind  i  indeed  the  nece/Tary 
ef}e£ts  of  the  ignorance  and  levity  of  the  vulgan 
Such  complaints  and  humours  have  exifted  in 
all  timei  j  yet  as  all  times  have  not  been  alike^ 
true  political  fagacity  manifefts  itfelf,  in  dif- 
tingui/hing  that  complaint  which  only  cha- 
ra^erizes  the  general  infirmity  of  human  nature, 
from  thofe  which  are  fymptoms  of  the  par^-; 
ticular  diftemperature  of  our  own  air  and 
fcafbn.        .^,.. :,-,,:«, .*,*-.     .        -WY'., 
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4       THOUGHTS  ON  THE  CAUSE  OF 

Nobody,  I  believe,  will  confidcr  it  merely  as 
the  language  of  fpleen  or  difappointment,  if  I 
fliy,  that  there  is  fomcthing  particularly  alarm- 
ing in  the  prefent  conjuncture.     There  is  hardly 
a  man  in  or  out  of  power  who  holds  any  other 
language.     That  Government  is  at  once  dreaded 
and  contemned  ;  that  the  laws  are  defpoiled  of 
all  their  rcfpeded  and  falutary    terrors ;    that 
their  inadion  is  a  fubjeft  of  ridicule,  and  their 
exertion  of  abhorrence;   that  rank,  and  office, 
and  title,  and  all  the  folemn  plaufibilities  of  the 
world,  haveloft  their  reverence  and  effea:  J  that 
our  foreign  politicks  are  as  much  deranged  as 
our  domeftic  oeconomy  ;  that  our  dependencies 
are  llackened   in   their  afi^dion,    and  loofened 
from  their  obedience  j    that   we  know  neither 
how  to  yield  nor  how  to  inforce  ;  that  hardly 
any  thing  above  or  below,  abroad  or  at  home,  is 
found   and  entire  i    but  that  difconnexion  and 
confufion,  in  offices,  in  parties,  in  families,  in 
Parliament,  in  the  nation,   prevail  beyond  the 
diforders  of  any  former  time:    thcfe  are  tads 
univerfally  admitted  and  lamented. 

This  ftate  of  things  is  the  more  extraordinary, 
becaufe  the  great  parties  which  formerly  divided 
and  agitated  the  kingdom  are  known  to  be  in  ;i 
manner  entirely  diflblved.  No  great  external 
calamity  has  vifited  the  nation;  no  peftilence 
or  famine.  We  do  not  labour  at  prefent  under 
any  fcheme  of  taxation  new  or  oppreffive  in 
the  quantity  or  in  the  mode.  Nor  are  we  en- 
gaged in  unfuccefsful  war  ;  in  which,  cur  mif- 
fortunes   might  eafiiy  pervert  our  judgement; 
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THE  PRESENT  DISCONTENTS.         5 

and  our  minds,  fore  from  the  lofs  of  national 
glory,  might  feel  every  blow  of  Fortune  as  a 
crime  in  Government. 

It  is  impofiible  that  the  caufe  of  this  ftrange 
diftcmpcr  fliould  not  fometimes  become  a  lub- 
jcil  of  difcourfe.  It  is  a  compliment  due,  and 
which  I  willin^'jy  pay,  to  thofe  who  adminifter 
our  affairs,  to  take  notice  in  the  firft  place  of 
their  fpeculation.  Our  Miniftersare  of  opinion, 
that  the  incrcafc  of  our  trade  and  manufactures,  j 
that  our  growth  by  colonization  and  by  con-; 
quefl:,  have  concurred  to  accumulate  immenfci 
wealth  in  the  hands  of  fome  individuals  j  and  this 
again  being  difperfed  amongft  the  people,  has 
rendered  them  univerfally  proud,  ferocious,  and 
ungovernable  J  that  the  infolence  of  fome  from 
their  enormous  wealth,  and  the  boldnefs  of  others 
from  a  guilty  poverty,  have  rendered  them  ca- 
pable of  the  moft  atrocious  attempts ;  fo  that 
they  have  trampled  upon  all  fubordination,  and 
violently  borne  down  the  unarmed  laws  of  a  free 
(Jovernment;  barriers  too  feeble  againft  the 
tury  of  a  populace  fo  fierce  and  licentious  as 
ours.  They  contend,  that  no  adequate  provo- 
cation has  been  given  for  fo  fpreading  a  difcon- 
tent  J  our  affairs  having  been  conduded  through- 
out with  remarkable  temper  and  confummale 
wifdom.  The  wicked  induftry  of  fome  libellers, 
joined  to  the  intrigues  of  a  few  difappointed  po- 
liticians, have,  in  their  opinion,  been  able  to 
produce  this  unnatural  ferment  in  the  nation. . 

Nothing  indeed  can  be  more  unnatural  than 
the  prefent  convulfions  of  this  country,  if  the 
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6        THOUGHTS  ON  THE  CAUSE  OF 
above  account  be  a  true  one.     1  confcfs  r  flinll 
arrcnt  to  it  witb  great  reluaancc.  and  only  on 
the  compulfion  of  the  clearca  and  firmca  proofs ; 
becaufe  their  account    refolves  itlclf   into  this 
fliort,  but  difcourAging  propolu.on,  "  That  we 
-  have  a  very  good  Minittry.  but  that  we  arc  a 
M  very  bad  people;"    that  we  fct  ourfelves  to 
bite  the  hand  that  feeds  us ;  that  with  a  mahg- 
nant  infanity  we  oppofe  the  mcUnres.  and  un- 
Kratcfully  vilify  the  pcrfons,  of  thofe,  whofe  fole 
obicft  is  our  own  peace  and  profperity.     It  a 
few  puny  libellers,  ading  under  a  knot  of  fac> 
lious  politicians,  without  virtue,  parts,  or  cha- 
radler  (fuch  they  arc  conftantly  rcprefentcd  by 
thcfe  gentlemen),    arc  fufncicnt  to  excite  thu 
difturbance,  very  pervcrfe  niuft  be  the  d.lpofitioa 
of  that  people,  amongft  whom  fuch  a  d|fturbancc 
can  be  excited  by  fuch  means      It  is    bcfides 
no  fmall  aggravation  of  the  public  misfortune, 
that  the  dilafe.  on  this  hypothefis    appears  to 
be  without  remedy.     If  the  wealth  of  the  nation 
be  the  caufc  of  its  turbulence,  1  imagine  it  is 
not  propofed  to  introduce  poverty,  as  a  conltable 
to  keep  the  peace.     If  our  dominions  abroad 
are  the  roots  which  feed  all  this  rank  luxuriance 
offedition,  it  is  not  intended  to  cut  them  ctt 
1^.  order  tp  famill.  the  fruit.     If  our  liberty  has 
enfeebled  the  executive  power,  there  is  no  de- 
fian    I  hone,  to  call  in  the  aid  of  defpotifm,  to 
fifl  ^p  the^deficiencies  of  law.     Whatever  may 
be  intended,  thcfc  things  are  not  yet  prc^eM 
We  feem  therefore  to    be   driven    to   abfolute 
defpair;    for    we  have    no    other  "^^'^^^^^^^JJ 
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wotk  upon,  but  thofc  out  of  which  God  has 
been  pleafcd  to  form  the    inhabitants  of  this 
ifland.     If  tliefc  be  radically  and  cfTcntially  viti- 
ous,  all   that  can  be  faid  is,  that  thole  men  arc 
very  unhappy,  to  whole  fortune  or  duty  it  falls 
toadminifter  the  affairs  of  this  untoward  people. 
1  hear  it  indeed  fometimcs  aflcrted,  that  a  ftcady 
pcrfcverance  in  the  prefcnt  mealures,  and  a  ri- 
gorous punilhmcnt  of  thofe  who  oppofe  them, 
will  in  courfc  of  time  infallibly  put  an  end  to 
thefe  diforders.    But  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  faid 
without  much  obfervation  of  our  prefcnt  difpo- 
fition, and  without  any  knowledge  at  all  of  the 
general  nature  of  mankind.     If  the  matter  of 
which  this  nation  is  compofed  be  fo  very  fer- 
mentable as  thefe  gentlemen  defcribe  it,  leaven 
never  will  be  wanting  to  work  it  up,  as  long  as 
difconient,    revenge,    and  ambition,   have   cx- 
illence  in  the  world.  Particular  punifhments  are 
the  cure  for  accidental  diftempers  in  the  States 
they  inflame  rather  than  allay  thofe  heats  which 
arile  from  the  fettled    mifmanagement  of  the 
Government,  or  from  a  natural  ill  dilpofilion  in 
the  people.     It  is  of  the  utmoft  moment  not  to 
make  miftakes  in  the  ufe  of  ftrong  meafuresj 
and  firmnefs  is  then  only  a  virtue  when  it  ac- 
companies the  mod  perfcift  wifdom.     In  truth, 
inconftancy  is  a  fort  of  natural  (^orretSiive  of  folly 
and  ignorance. 

I  am  not  one  of  thofe  who  think  that  the 
people  are  never  in  the  wrong.  They  have  been 
lo,  frequently  and  outrageoufly,  both  in  other 
countries  and  in  this.     But  1  do  fay,  that  in  all 
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difputes    between    them  and    their  rulers,    the 
prefumption  is  at  lead  upon  a  par  in  favour  ot 
the  people.     Experience  may  perhaps  juftify  me 
in  going  further.     Where  popular  difcontents 
have  been  very  prevalent ;  it  may  well  be  affirm- 
ed and  fupportcd,  that  there  has  been  generally 
fomething  found  amifs  in  the  conftitution,  or 
in  the  conduct  of  Government.       The  people 
•  have  no  intereft  in  diforder.     When    they  do 
wrong,  it  is  their  error,  and  not   their  crime. 
But  with  the  governing  part  of  the  State,  it  is 
far  otherwife.  °  They  certainly  may  aft  ill  by 
defign,  as  well  as  by  miftake.     "  Les  revolutions 
*'  qui  arrivent  dans  les  grands  etats  ne  font  point 
f*  un  effeB  du  hazardy  ni  du  caprice  des  peuples. 
"  Rein   ne   revolte    les    grands    d'un    royaume 
f«  cofnme  un  Gouvernement  foible  et  derange. 
**  Pour  la  populace,  ce  n'eji  jamais  par  envie 
"  d'attaquer  quellefe  foulevey  mais  par  impatience 
**  dejoufrir  *."  Thefe  are  the  words  of  a  great 
man  ;  of  a  Minifter   of  ftate  j    and  a    zealous 
affcrtor  of  Monarchy.     They  are  applied  to  the 
fyftem   of  Favouritifm  which   was   adopted  by 
'Henry  the  Third  of  France,  and  to  the  dreadful 
confequences  it  produced.     What  he  fays  of  re- 
volutions, is  equally  true  of  all  great  difturbances. 
If  this  prefumption  in  favour  of  the    fubj^dis 
againfl:  the  trurtees  of  power  be  not  the  more 
probable,  I  am  fure  it  is  the  more  comfortable 
fpecuKuion  ;  becaufe  it  is  more  eafy  to  change 
an  adminilhation  than  to  reform  a  peop'e. 


*  Mem.  de  Sully,  vol.  I.  p.  133. 
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Upon  a  fuppofition,  therefore,  that  in  the 
opening  of  the  caufe  the  prefumptions  ftand 
equally  balanced  between  the  parties,  there 
feems  fufficient  ground  to  entitle  any  perfon  to 
a  fair  hearing,  who  attempts  fome  other  fcheme 
befide  that  eafy  one  which  is  fafhionable  in  fome 
fafliionable  companies,  to  account  for  the  pre- 
ient  difcontents.  It  is  not  to  be  argued  that 
we  endure  no  grievance,  becaufe  our  grievances 
are  not  of  the  fame  fort  with  thofe  under  which 
we  laboured  formerly  ;  not  precifely  thofe  which 
we  bore  from  the  Tudor?;  or  vindict^ted  on  the 
Stuarts.  A  great  changt  has  taken  place  in  the 
affairs  of  this  country.  For  in  the  filent  lapfe 
of  events  as  material  alterations  have  been  in- 
fenfibly  brought  about  in  the  policy  and  cha- 
rader  of  governments  and  nations,  as  thofe 
which  have  been  marked  by  the  tumult  of  public 
revolutions. 

It  is  very  rare  indeed  for  men  to  be  wrong  in 
their  feelings  concerning  public  mifcondud: ; 
as  rare  to  be  right  in  their  fpeculation  upon 
the  caufe  of  it.  I  have  conltantly  obferved, 
that  the  generality  of  people  are  fifty  years,  at 
leaft,  behind-hand  in  their  politicks.  There 
arc  but  very  hw,  who  are  capable  of  com- 
paring and  digefting  what  palles  before  their 
eyes  at  different  times  and  occafions,  fo  as  to 
form  the  whole  into  a  diftind:  fyft-m.  But 
in  books  every  thing  is  fettled  for  them,  with- 
out the  exertion  of  any  confiderable  diligence  or 
figacity.  For  which  rcafon  men  are  wife  with 
but  htlle  reflexion,  and  good  with  little  felf- 

denial. 
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denial,  in  the  bufinefs  of  all  times  except  their 
own.     Wc    are   very    uncorrupt  and   tolerably 
enlightened  judges  of  the  tranfadions   of  paft 
a"^es ;    where   no  paifions   deceive,   and    where 
the    whole   train  of  circumftanccs,    from    the 
trifling  caufe  to  the  tragical  event,  is  fet  in  an 
orderly  feries  before  us.     Few  are  the  partizans 
of  departed  tyranny  j  and  to  be  a  Whig  on  the 
bufinefs  of  an  hundred  years  ago,  is  very  con- 
fiftent  with  every  advantage  of  prefent  fervility. 
This  retrofpedlive  wifdom,  and  hiftorical  patri- 
otifm,  are   things   of  wonderful  convenience; 
and  ferve  admirably  to  reconcile  the  old  quarrel 
between  fpeculation  and  pradtice.     Many  a  ftern 
republican,  after   gorging  himfelf  with  a  full 
feaft  of  admiration  of  the   Grecian  common- 
wealths and  of  our  true  Saxon  conftitution,  and 
difcharging  all  the  fplendid  bile  of  his  virtuousf 
indignation  on  King  John  and  King  James,  fits 
down  perfeaiy  fatisfied  to  the  coarfeft  work  and 
homclieft  job  of  the  day  he  lives  in.     I  believe 
there  was   no   profeffed  admirer  of  Henry  the 
Eighth  among  the  infkruments  of  the  laft  King 
James;  nor  in  the  court  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
was  there,   I  dare  fay,  to  be  found  a  fingle  advo- 
cate for  the  favourites  of  Richard  the  Second. 

No  complaifance  to  our  Court,  or  to  our  age, 
cm  jnake  me  believe  nature  to  be  fo  changed, 
but  that  public  liberty  will  be  aniong  us,  as 
among  our  anceftors,  obnoxious  to  fome  perfoii 
or  other;  and  that  opportunities  will  be  fur- 
nillied,  for  attempting  at  leall,  fome  alteration 
to  tho  prejudice   of  our   conftitution.     Thcle 

attempts 


.iiitiiJiijiii>.iiwi»m"ii'"gvniMnjj,Ba>- 


JSE  OF 

except  their 
nd  tolerably 
ions   of  pail 

and  where 
,  from  the 
,  is  fet  in  an 
he  partizans 
Whig  on  the 

is  very  con- 
ent  fervility. 
torical  patri- 
:onvenience  j 
e  old  quarrel 
Many  a  ftern 

with  a  full 
in  common-k 
Utution,  and 

his  virtuous 
g  James,  fits 
(eft  work  and 
n.  I  believe 
)f  Henry  the 
the  laft  King 
r  the  Eighth, 
I  fingle  advo- 
he  Second, 
or  to  our  age, 
e  fo  changed, 
imong  us,  as 
)  fome  perfou 

will  be  fur- 

iiie  alteration 

tion.     Thcie 

attetnpts 


THE  PRESENT  DISCONTENTS.       n 

attempts  will  naturally  vary  in  their  mode  ac^ 
cording  to  times  and  circumflances.  For  ambi- 
tion, though  it  has  ever  the  fame  general  views, 
has  not  at  aU  times  the  fame  means,  nor  the 
fame  particular  objeds.  A  great  deal  of  the 
furniture  of  ancient  tyranny  is  worn  to  rags; 
the  reft  is  entirely  out  of  fafhion.  Beftdes, 
there  are  few  Statefmen  fo  very  clumfy  and 
awkward  in  their  bufincfs,  as  to  fall  into  the 
identical  fnare  which  has  proved  fatal  to  theif 
predeceflbrs.  When  an  arbitrary  impofitioa 
js  attempted  upon  the  fubjeft,  undoubtedly  it 
will  not  bear  pn  its  fore- head  the  name  of  Ship- 
money.  There  is  no  danger  that  an  extenfioa 
of  the  Foreji  laws  fliould  be  the  chofen  mode 
of  oppreffion  in  this  age.  And  when  we  hear 
any  inftance  of  minifterial  rapacity,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  rights  of  private  life,  it  will  cer- 
tainly not  be  the  exaction  of  two  hundred  pullets, 
from  a  woman  of  falliion,  for  leave  to  lye  with 
her  own  hulband  *. 

Every  age  has  its  qwn  manners,  and  its  poli- 
ticks dependent  upon  thern  j  and  the  fame  at- 
tempts will  not  be  made  againft  a  conftitution 
fully  formed  and  matured,  that  were  ufed  to 
dcftroy  it  in  the  cradle,  or  to  refift  its  growth 
during  its  infancy. 

Againft  the  being  of  Parliament,  I  am  fatisfied, 
no  defigns  have  ever  been  entertained  fmce  the 

*  "  Uxor  Hugonis  df  Nevill  dat  Domino  Regi  ducentas 
*'  Gallinas,  co  ijuod  puHit  jactie  una  noclc  cum  Domino 
"  fua  Hu-'one  Ue  Nevill,"     M.iddox,  Hift.  Exch.  c.  xiii. 
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Revolution.     Every  one  muft  perceive,  that  it 
is  ftrongly  the  intereft  of  the  Court,  to  have  fome 
fecond  caufe  interpofed   between   the  Minifters 
jind  the  people.     The  gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  have  an   intereft  equally   ftrong,  in 
fiiftaining  the  part  of  that  intermediate  caufe. 
Jlowever  they  may  hire  out  the  ufufruSi  of  their 
voices,  they   never"  will   part   with  lh&  fee  and 
inheritance.     Accordingly  thofe  who  have  been 
of  the  moft  known  devotion   to  .the  will  and 
pleafure  of  a  Court,  have  at  the  fame  time  been 
moft  forward   in  afferting  an  high  authority  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.     When  they  knew 
who  were  to  ufe  that  authority,  and  how  it  was 
to  be  employed,  they  thought  it  never  could  be 
carried  too  far.     It  muft  be  always  the  wifh  of 
an  unconftitutional  Statefman,  that  an  Houfe  of 
Commons  who  are  entirely  dependent  upon  him, 
fhould  have  every  right  of  the  people  entirely 
dependant  upon    their   pleafure.     It  was   foon 
difcovered,  that  the  forms  of  a  free,  and  the 
ends  of  an  arbitrary  Government,  were  things 
not  altogether  incompatible. 

The  power  of  the  Crown,  almoft  dead  and 
rotten  as  Prerogative,  has  grown  up  anew,  with 
much  more  ftrength,  and  far  lefs  odium,  under 
the  name  of  Influence.  An  influence,  which 
operated  without  noife  and  without  violence ;  an 
influence  which  converted  the  very  antagonift. 
into  the  inftrumenr,  of  power;  which  contained 
ia  itfelf  a  perpetual  principle  of  growth  and 
renovation  j  and  which  the  diftreffes  and  the 
profperity  of  the  country  equally  tended  to  aug- 
fa 'A- .'w     ^     ,  ment, 
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ment,  was  an  admirable  fubftitute  for  a  Prero- 
gative, that,  beingonly  the  offspring  of  antiquated 
prejudices,  had  moulded  in  its  original  flamina 
irrefiflible  principles  of  decay  and  dilTolution. 
The  ignorance  of  the  people  is  a  bottom  but  for 
a  temporary  fyflem;  the  intereft  of  adtive  men 
in  the  State  is  a  foundation  perpetual  and  infal- 
lible. However,  fome  circumflances,  arifing, 
it  muft  be  confefTed,  in  a  great  degree  from 
accident,  prevented  the  efFedls  of  this  influence 
for  a  long  time  from  breaking  out  in  a  manner 
capable  of  exciting  any  ferious  apprehenfions. 
Although  Government  was  ftrong  and  flourilhed 
exceedingly,  the  Court  had  drawn  far  lefs  ad- 
vantage than  one  would  imagine  from  this  great 
fource  of  power. 

At  the  Revolution,  the  Crown,  deprived,  for 
the  ends  of  the  Revolution  itfelf,  of  many 
prerogatives,  was  found  too  weak  to  ftruggle 
againft  all  the  difficulties  which  prefTed  fo  new 
and  unfettled  a  Goverjimcnt.  The  Court  was 
obliged  therefore  to  delegate  a  part  of  its  powers 
to  men  of  fuch  intereft  as  could  fupport,  and 
Ox"  fuch  fidelity  as  would  adhere  to,  its  efta- 
blifhment.  Such  men  were  able  to  draw  in  a 
greater  number  to  a  concurrence  in  the  com- 
mon defence.  This  connexion,  neceflary  at 
firft,  continued  long  after  convenient ;  and  pro- 
perly conduced  might  indeed,  in  all  fituations, 
be  an  ufeful  inftrument  of  Government.  At 
the  fame  time,  through  the  intervention  of  men 
of  popular  weight  and  charadter,  the  people 
polfcfled  a  fecurity  for  their  juft  portior^of  im- 
portance 
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portance  in  the  State.     But  as  the  title  to  the 
Crown  grew  ftronger  by  long  poffeflion,  and  by 
the  conQant  increafe  of  its  influence,  the fe  helps 
have  of  late  feemed  to  certain  perfons  no  better 
than  incumbrances.  The  powerful  managers  tor 
Government  were  not  futBciently  fubmiflive  to 
the  plcafurc  of  the  poffeflbrs  of  immediate  and 
perfonal  favour,  fometimes  from  a  confidence  m 
their  own  ftrength  natural  and  acquired  j  lome- 
times   from  a  fear  of   offending   their  friends 
and  weakening  that  lead  in  the  country,   which 
eavc  them  a  confideration  independent  ot    the 
Court.     Men  aded  as  if  the  Court  could  re- 
ceive,  as  well  as  confer,  an  obligation.      The 
influence  of  Government,    thus  divided  in  ap- 
pearance between  the  Court  and  the  leaders  of 
parties,  became  in  many  cafes  an  acceffion  rather 
to  the  popular  than  to  the  royal  fcale  ;  and  lome 
part  of  that  influence  which  would  otherwife 
'  have  been  polTeired  as   in  a  fort  of   mortmain 
and  unalienable  domain,  returned  again  to  the 
great   ocean   from   whence   it  arofe,    and  cir- 
culated among  the  people.     This  method  there- 
fore  of  governing,   by    men   of  great  natural 
intereft   or   great   acquired   confideration,    was 
viewed   in  a  very  invidious  light  by  the  true 
lovers  of  abfolute  monarchy.     It  is  the  nature 
of  defpotifm  to  abhor  power  held  by  any  means 
but  its  own  momentary  pleafilre ;  and  to  an- 
nihilate   all    intermediate    fituations    between 
boundkfs  ftrength  on  its  own  part,  and  total 
debUitv  on  the  part  of  the  people. 
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To  get  rid  of  all  this  intermediate  and  inde- 
pendent importance,  and  to  fecttre  to  the  Court 
the  unlimited  and  uncontrouled  ufe  of  its  own  vajl 
injiuencet  under  the  fole  dirediion  of  its  own  pri- 
vate favour,  has  for  fome  years  part:  been  the 
great  objedt  of  policy.  If  this  were  compared, 
the  influence  of  the  Crown  muft  of  courfe  pro- 
duce all  the  eflfedts  which  the  moft  fanguine 
partizans  of  the  Court  could  poffibly  defire. 
Government  might  then  be  carried  on  without 
any  concurrence  on  the  part  of  the  people  i 
without  any  attention  to  the  dignity  of  the 
greater,  or  to  the  afFedions  of  the  lower  forts. 
A  new  projecft  was  therefore  devifed,  by  a  certain 
let  of  intriguing  men,  totally  different  from  the 
fyftem  of  Adminiftration  which  had  prevailed 
iince  the  acceffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick. 
This  projedt,  I  have  heard,  was  firft  conceived 
by  fome  perfons  in  the  court  of  Frederick  Prince 
of  Wales,  '  ^^' •     7 

The  earlieft  attempt  in  the  execution  of  this 
defignwas  to  fet  up  for  Minifter,  a  perfon,  in 
rank  indeed  refpedtable,  and  very  ample  in 
fortune;  but  who,  to  the  moment  of  this  vaft 
and  fudden  elevation,  was  little  known  or  con- 
fidered  in  the  kingdom.  To  him  the  whole 
nation  was  to  yield  an  immediate  and  implicit 
lubmiflion.  But  whether  it  was  for  want  of 
lirmnefs  to  bear  up  againft  the  firft  oppofition  ; 
or  that  things  were  not  yet  fully  ripened,  or  that 
this  method  was  not  found  the  moft  eligible; 
that  idea  was  foon  abandoned.  The  inftru- 
iiental  part  of  the  proiset  was  a  little  altered, 

to 
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to  accommodate  it  to  the  time,  and  to  bring 
things  more  gradually  and  more  furely  to  the 
one  «reat  end  propofed.  v  .>w.  r,^« 

The  firft  part  of  the  reformed  plan  was  to 
draw  a  line  ivhich  poHldJeparate  the  Coiirt  from 
the  Minijhy.     Hitherto  thefe   names  had  been 
looked  upon  as  fynonymous ;  but  for  the  future. 
Court  and  Adminiftration  were  to  be  confidered 
as  things    totally  diftindh     By  this  operation, 
two    fyrtems    of    Adminiftration    were    to   be 
formed;  one  which  {hould  be  in  the  real    ecei 
and  confidence ;  the  other  merely  oftenfible,  to 
perform    the   official    and  executory  duties  ot 
Government.     The  latter  were  alone  to  be  re- 
fponfible;  whilfl  the  real  advifers,  who  enjoyed 
all  the  power,  were  effcdually  removed  from  all 

the  danger.  , 

Secondly,  A  party  umkr  thefe  leaders 'was  to  be 

formed  in  favour  of  the  Court  againjl  the  Mtntjtry: 

this    party   was  to    have  a   large  ^^^^^'^^^'^' 

emoluments  of  Government,    and   to  hold   it 

totally  feparatfe  from,  and  independent  ot,  olten- 

fible  Adminiftration.  ,  .  ,    i     r     „f, 

The  third  point,  and  that  on  which  the  iucceh 

of  the  whole  fchemc  ultimately  depended,   was 

to    bring  Parliament    to  an  acqutejcence  in  thn 

troicB.     Parliament  was  therefore  to  be  taught 

by  degrees  a  total  indifference  to  the  perfons 

rank,  influence,  abilities,  connexions,  and  cha 

rader,  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown.  By  nKanslmuch 

of  a  dilcipline,  on  which  I  (hall  fay  more  herj|trary  J 

nfter    that  body  was  to    be  habituated  to  theiwou  d 

molt  oppofite  interefts,  and  the  moft  difcordantlto  th< 

*  *  pohticKSji 
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politicki.  Ail  connexions  and  dependencies 
among  fubjcfts  were  to  be  entirely  diflblved. 
As  hitherto  buiinefs  had  gone  through  the  hands 
of  readers  of  Whigs  or  Tories,  men  of  talents 
to  conciliate  the  people,  and  engage  to  their 
confidence,  now  the  method  was  to  be  altered  j 
and  the  lead  was  to  be  given  to  men  of  no  fort 
of  confidcration  or  credit  in  the  country.  This 
want  of  natural  importance  was  to  be  their  very 
title  to  delegated  power.  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment were  to  be  hardened  into  an  infenfibility  to 
pride  as  well  as  to  duty.  Thofe  high  and 
haughty  fcntiments,  which  are  the  great  fupport 
of  independence,  were  to  be  let  down  gradually. 
Point  of  honour  and  precedence  were  no  more  to 
be  regarded  in  Parliamentary  decorum,  than  in 
a  Turkifh  army.  It  was  to  be  avowed  as  a  con- 
iHtutional  maxim,  that  the  King  might  appoint 
one  of  his  footmen,  or  one  of  your  footmen,  for 
Minifter  J  and  that  he  ought  to  be,  and  that  he 
would  be,  as  well  followed  as  the  firft  name  for 
rank  or  wifdoni  in  the  natibn.  Thus  Parliament 
was  to  look  on,  as  if  perfectly  unconcerned ; 
while  a  cabal  of  the  clofet  and  back-ftairs  was 
fubilituted  in  the  place  of  a  national  Admini<» 
ftration.  '  ^^ttiatv-i^yl-  ru,  ^i4S?:rni; /.,:i?i^.,:;'v--i?' 
With  fuch  a  degree  of  acquiefcence,  any" 
meafure  of  any  Court  might  well  be  deemed 
thoroughly  fecnre.  The  capital  objeds,  and  by 
much  the  mod  flattering  charaderifticks  of  arbi- 
trary power,  would  be  obtained.  Every  thing 
would  be  drawn  from  its  holdings  in  the  country 
to  the  perfonal  favour  and  inclination  of  the 

.     C  *  Prince. 
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Prince.  This  favour  would  be  the  fole  intro- 
duction to  power,  and  the  only  tenure  by  which 
it  was  to  be  held :  fo  that  no  perfoa  looking 
towards  another,  and  all  looking  towards  the 
Court,  it  was  impoiTible  but  that  the  motive 
which  folely  influenced  every  man's  hopes  mufl 
come  in  time  to  govern  every  man's  condudt; 
till  at  laft  the  fervility  bccanoe  univerfal,  in  fpite 
of  the  dead  letter  of  any  laws  or  inilitutions 
whatfoever. 

How  it  ihould  happen  that  any  man  could  be 
tempted  to  venture  upon  fuch  a  projedfc  of  Go- 
vernment, may  at  firft  view  appear  fttrprizing. 
But  the  fad  is,  that  opportunities  very  inviting 
to  fuch  an  attempt  have  offered ;  and  the  (cbeme 
itfelf  was  not  deilitute  of  fome  arguments  not 
wholly  unplaufible  to  recommend  it<  Thefe 
opportunities  and  thefe  arguments,  the  ufe  that 
has  been  made  of  both,  the  plan  for  carrying 
this  new  fcheme  of  go\  ernmcnt  into  execution, 
and  the  effedts  which  it  has  produced,  are  in  my 
opinion  worthy  of  our  ferious  con£deration. 

His  Majefty  came  to  the  throne  of  thefe 
kingdoms  with  more  advantages  than  any  of 
his  predecelTors  iince  the  Revolution.  Fourth 
in  defcent,  and  third  in  fucceflion  of  his  Royal 
family,  even  the  zealots  of  hereditary  right,  in 
him,  faw  fomethidig  to  fiatter  their  favourite 
prejudices}  and  tojuftify  a  transfer  of  their  at- 
tachments, without  a  change  in  their  principles. 
The  perfon  and  caufc  of  the  Pretender  were  be- 
come contemptible ;  his  title  difowned  through- 
cut  Europe,  hk  party  difbanded  in  England. 
I  His 
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His  Majcfty  came  indeed  to  the  inheritance  of 
a  mighty  war  J  but,  vidorious  in  every  part  of 
the  globe,  peace  was  always  in  his  power,  not 
to  ncgociatc,  hut  to  didate.     No  foreign  habi- 
tudes or  attachments  withdrew  him  from  the 
cultivation  of  his  power  at  home.     His  revenue 
for  the  civil  cftablifhment,  fixed  (as  it  was  then 
thought)  at  a  large,  but  definite  fum,  was  ample, 
without  being  invidious.     His  influence,  by  ad- 
ditions ibm  conqueft^  by  an  augmentation  of 
debt,  by  an  increafe  of  military  and  naval  efta- 
bliflimciit,    much  ftrengthened   and   extended. 
And  coming  to  the  throne  in  the  prime  and  full 
vigour  of  youth,  as  from  affedion  there  was  a 
ftrong  difltfce,  ifo  from  dread  there  feemed  to  be 
a  general  avcrfenefs,  from  giving  any  thing  like 
ottcnce  to  a  Monarch*  againft  whofe  refentment 
oppofition  could  not  look  for  a  refuge  in  any 
fort  of  rererfionary  hope. 
Thefe  fingular  advantages  infpired  his  Majefty 

_  P"'y  with  a  more  ardent  dcfire  to  prefervc  un- 

hronc  of  thcfel  impaired  the  fpirit  of  that  national  freedom,  to 
cs  than  any  of|  which  heovvcd  a  fitualtion  fo  full  of  glory.  But 
lution.  Fourth  I  to  others  it  fuggefted  fentiments  of  a  very 
on  of  his  Royal!  different  nature.  They  thought  they  now  be- 
:ditary  right,  in  ■  held  an  opportunity  (by  a  certain  fort  of  Statef- 
their  favourite  |  men  never  long  undifcovered  or  unemployed)  of 
sfcrof  their  at- 1  drawing  to  thcmfelves,  by  the  aggrandifcment 
their  principles.  I  of  a  Court  Fajftion^  a  degree  of  power  which 
itcnder  were  be- 1  they  couW  never  hope  to  derive  from  natural 
bwned  through- 1 'nfluenee  or  irona  honourable  fcrvice  j  and  which 
cd  in  England. ■«  was  impoffible  they  could  hold  with  the  leaft 
His|fccurity,    whilft  the  fyftem  of  Adminiftration 

C  2  refted 
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neccffary  to  "»^%3change  in  the  opinions, 
arrangement,  and  a  fignal  en    b  (j       j  of 

habits,  and  connexions  of  «1k  g    ^.^^^ 

.hofc  "l^^" '^'Var.he^roceeded  gradn.;V  . 

In  the  fifftP'^i'.  „„-.Lv  thing  of  fl     'g''' 

but  not  nowly,  to  ^l^ft^ 'J„'^  p,i  i.urii;  w  '  - 

which  did  "°V''""tlr'^of  meC.'  t.  The 
from  the  immediate  pleaf«ot_^_    ^^^ 

ereateft  weight  of  P°P"'"  1^  .^^  ^f  Newcaaie 
Annexion  were  then  wh  the  l)^'''^,  J  ,heir  im- 
andMr.Pitt.    ^cith"  ot  «e       ^^^^^_  ^^^^ 

portance  by  the  ».»  ''""Xt  xo  be  (o  proper  as 
?>,ere  not  therefore  W    t^  K.^^_j 

others  for  the  f""«s  which  w  H^^y    f„, 

that  tenure.  It  ^I'PP™'?,,  " Wed  coalition 
Z  new  fyllem.  J^at  "f  =  ,.,^  ^n  ,nd  difguft 
there  rankled  an  1""^^!=  •.'«"  ^^^ 

between  the  P^rtie   which  c- P^^^^^,^,.     ^o. 
n  ftration.    Mr.  rui  power,  they 

fatisHed  with  removing  ^  ■"  j  °     P  ;„  ^is  cha- 
endeavoured  by;"'°",''|^ed  rather  pleafed 

"''";  rilo^  fo  oppSc  a  fapport;  not  pe^ 
to  get  na  oi  w  y^r  „  f^u  was  orepared  by  nis, 
ceiving,  that  the.r  own^all  was^p.  ^P^^^^^^  ^^^_\ 

and  involved  in  it.  ^^^\^  i^ok  their  true 
vented  them   - '^  the  grenf  Whig  ^  mihes 

fuuation  inthr  f.c..^^  th^g  ^  ^  ^^^^.j  almoft 
itwasextrem.  ;  -f^^  Adminiftration  of  a 
unnatural    to  cppo      f  Adm  ^^^^  .^ 

Prince  of  the  Houle  or  ^  ,      ^  lingered.l 

day  they  hefitatcd,  and  doubted,         ^^^%^,^^\ 
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cxpefling  that  other  ounfels  would  take  place; 
and  were  flow  to  be  pcrfuadcd,  ihat  all  which 
had  been  done  by  t'^e  Cabal,  vas  the  cfFed  not 
of  humour,  but  of  fyftem.  Jt  was  more  ftrongly 
and  evidently  the  intcrell  of  the  new  C.o'»rt 
Fadlion,  to  get  rid  of  the  great  Whig  corvncxions, 
than  to  deftroy  Mr.  Pitt.  The  power  of  that 
gentleman  was  vafl:  indeed  and  merited ;  but 
it  was  in  a  great  degree  pcrfonal,  and  therefore 
tranfient.  Theirs  was  rooted  in  the  country. 
For,  with  a  good  deal  Icfs  of  popularity,  they 
poffeflTcd  a  far  more  natural  and  fixed  influence. 
Long  pofllsflion  of  Government ;  vaft  property  ; 
obligations  of  favours  given  and  receivad  -,  con- 
nexion of  oflice ;  ties  of  blood,  of  alliance,  of 
friendfhip  (things  at  that  time  fuppofcd  of  fom 
force) ;  the  name  of  Whig,  dear  to  the  majority 
of  the  people;  the  zeal  early  begun  and  fteadily 
continued  to  the  Royal  Family  :  all  thefe  to- 
gether formed  a  body  of  power  in  the  nation, 
which  was  criminal  and  devoted.  The  great 
ruling  principle  of  the  Cabal,  and  that  which 
animated  and  harmonized  all  their  proceedings, 
how  various  foever  they  may  have  been,  was 
to  fignify  to  the  world,  that  the  Court  would 
proceed  upon  its  own  proper  forces  only ;  and 
that  the  pretence  of  bringing  any  other  into  its 
fervice  was  an  aflTront  to  it,  and  not  a  fupport. 
Therefore,  when  the  chiefs  were  removed,  in 
order  to  go  to  the  root,  the  whole  party  was  put 
under  a  profcription,  fo  general  and  fevere  as  to 
take  their  hard-earned  bread  from  the  loweft 
officers,  in  a  manner   which   had  never  been 

C  3  known 
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known  before,  even  in  general  revolutions.  But 
it  was  thought  neceffary  efFedually  to  dcftroy  all 
dependencies  but  one  ;  and  to  fhew  an  example 
of  tiie  hrmnefs  and  rigour  with  which  the  new 
fyftem  was  to  be  fupported. 

Thus  for  the  time  were  pulled  down,  in  the 
perfons  of  the  Whig  leaders  and  of  Mr.  Pitt 
(in  fpite  of  the  fcrvices  of  the  one  at  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  the  recent 
fervices,  of  the  other  in  the  war)  the  two  only 
fecurities  for  the  importance  cf  the  people  \ 
power  arijtngfrom  popularity  j  and  power  ari^ng 
from  connexion.  Here  and  there  indeed  a  few 
individuals  were  left  ftanding,  who  gave  fecurity 
for  their  tplal  eftrangement  from  the  odious 
principles  of  party  connexion  and  perfonal  at- 
tachment ;  and  it  muft  be  confeiTed  that  moil 
of  them  have  religiouily  kept  their  faith.  Such 
a  change  could  not  however  be  piade  without  a 
piighty  fhock  to  Government. 

To  reconcile  the  minds  of  the  people  to  all 
thefe  movements,  principles  correfpondent  to 
them  had  been  preached  up  with  great  zeal. 
Every,  one  muft  remember  toat  the  Cabal  fct  out 
with  the  moft  aflonifliing  pr  idcry,  both  moral 
and  political.  Thofe  who  in  a  few'  months 
after  foufed  over  head  and.  ears  into  the  deepeil 
and  dirtieft  pits  of  corruption,  cried  out  violently 
againil  tlie  indirect  pradiices  in  the  eleding  and 
managing  of  Parliaments,  which  had  formerly 
prevailed.  This  marvellous  abhorrence  which 
^he  Coiirt  had  fuddenly  taken  to  all  influence, 
\7as  npC  only  circulated  ii^  conver&tion  through 
■i  ■■  -■  '■■  r   "'     ,  :-!•'»  '-'-^i-?-.  '      the 
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the  kingdomv  hut  pompoufly  announced  to  the 
publick,,  with  many  other  extraordinary  things^ 
in  a  pampyct  *  which  had  all  the  appearance 
of  a  manifefto  preparatory  to  fome  confiderable 
enterprize.  Throughout,  it  was  a  fatire»  though 
in  termS'  managed  and  decent  enough,  on  the 
politicks  of  the  former  Reign.  It  was  indeed 
written  with  no  fmall  art  and  addrcfs. 

In  this  piece  appeared  the  firft  dawning  of  the 
new  fyflem.;  there  firft  appeared  the  idea  (then 
only  in  fpeeulation)  oijeparating  the  Court  from 
the  Mmimjlratkn ;  of  carrying  every  thing  from 
national  connexion  to  perfonal  regards ;  and  of 
forming  a  regular  party  for  that  purpofe,.  under 
the  name  of  King's  men,       v  ui  .    *  f     > 

To  recommend  this  fyflem  to  the  people,  a 
perfpedive  view  of  the  Court  gorgcoufly  painted, 
and  finely  illuminated   from  within^  w^s  ex- 
hibited to  the  gaping:  multitude.     Party  was  to 
Ibe  totally  done  away,  with  all  its  evil  works. 
Corruption  w«s  to  be  caft  down^  from  Court,  as 
lie  was  from  H«aven.     Power  was  thfencefor- 
ard  to  be  the  chofen  refidencc of  public  fpirit  j 
ind  no  one  was   to   be  fuppofed  uftdter  any 
niftep  influence,  except  thofe  who  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be  in  difgracc:  at  Court,  which  was 
"  ftand  in  lieu  of  all  vices  and  all  corruptions. 

fcheme  of  perfe<aion  to  be  realized  in  a  Mo- 
larchy  far  beyond  the  vifionary  Republick  of 
'lato.  The  whole  fcenery  was  exadtly  difpofed 
10  captivate  thofc  good  ibulsj  whof©  credulous 

■ality  is  fo  invaluable  a  treafure  to  crafty 

ijj  *    •  Sentiments  of  an  honcft'  M\jm,  *  ""  " """  ^ 

V  4  politicians. 
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,.  •  •  i„A,rH  there  was  wherewithall  to 

pohticans.  ^"^^'i'^"'Zk  few  who  are  not 
charm  every  ^°^y>  ""PfeJ?"' ,  of  fupernatural 
r'e  '':;htt„rVrhafS  ?»'ch  p^ofemo. 

'.hU  :    .t  ttter.  began.at  ^^->^^ 
ttL^as^T^e  ^any  ^ars  hefo.^^^ 

X'oled  -d  huckftered,  and  .o  let ,.  flow  «, 
dVfo-teKS/^tor>S<^;|f 

Xtre  leRoy  hors  de  page,  became  a  fort  ol 
Mettre  te  ^j  it    was  ^onftantly   in  th 

""nl's"  f  all  the  runners  of  the  Co'urt,  th. 
Sngcould  preferve  the  balance  of  the  co. 
ffitu  ion  from  being  overturned  by  the  rabbi 
o  Ta  faaion  of  the  nobility,  b"' «°/''  * 
Sovereign  eflfeaually  from  that  Mmtfterial  'y 
ranny  under  which  the  Royal  dignUy  had  be 
oppreffed  in  the  pcrfon  of  his  Majefty  s  grand 

^^Thefe  were  fome  of  the  many  artifices  ufe 
,0  reconcile  the  people  to  the  great  chanl! 
,^h ich  was  made  in  the  perfons  who  cotnpol 
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the  Miniftry,  and  the  ftill  greater  which  was 
made  and  avowed  in  its  conftitution.  As  to 
individuals,  other  methods  were  employed  with 
them  i  in  order  fo  thoroughly  to  difunite  every 
party,  and  even  every  family,  that  no  concert, 
order,  or  ejfeB,  might  appear  in  any  future 
oppojition.  And  in  this  manner  an  Adminiftra- 
tion  without  connexion  with  the  people,  or  with 
one  another,  was  firft  put  in  poffefllon  of  Govern- 
ment. What  good  confequences  followed  from 
it,  we  have  all  feen  j  whether  with  regard  to  vir- 
tue, public  or  private  i  to  the  cafe  and  happinefs 
of  the  Sovereign  j  or  to  the  real  ftrength  of  Go- 
vernment. But  as  fo  much  ftrefs  was  then  laid 
on  the  neceffity  of  this  new  projedt,  it  will  not 
be  amifs  to  take  a  view  of  the  effcds  of  this 
Royal  fervitude  and  vile  durance,  which  was  fo 
deplored  in  the  reign  of  the  late  Monarch,  and 
was  fo  carefully  to  be  avoided  in  the  reign  of 
his  Succeifor.  The  efFefts  were  thefe.  "  "^ 
In  times  full  of  doubt  and  danger  to  his  pcr- 
fon  and  family,  George  the  Second  maintained 
the  dignity  of  his  Crown  conneded  with  the 
liberty  of  his  people,  not  only  unimpaired,  but 
improved,  for  the  fpace  of  thirty-three  years. 
He  overcame  a  dangerous  rebellion,  abetted 
by  foreign  force,  and  raging  in  the  heart  of 
his  kingdoms ;  and  thereby  deftroyed  the  feeds 
of  all  future  rebellion  that  could  a'rife  upon  the 
fame  principle.  He  carried  the  glory,  the 
power,  the  commerce  of  England,  to  an  height 
unknown  even  to  this  renowned  nation  in  the 
times  of  its  greateft  profperity  -,  and  he  left  his 

fucceffion 
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fucceflion  refting  on  the  true  and  only  true 
foundations  of  all  national  and' all  regal  greatnefs) 
aifFedion  at  home,  reputation  abroad,  truft  in 
allies,  terror  in  rival'  nations.  The  moft  ardent 
lover  of  his-  country  cannot  vvifti  for  Great  Bri- 
tain an  happier  fate  than  to  continue  as  ihe  was 
then  left.  A  people  emulous  as  we  are  in  affec- 
tion to  our  prefent  Sovereign,  know  not  how  to 
form  a  prayer  to  Heaven  for  a  greater  blefling 
upon  his  virtues,  or  an  higher  flate  of  fe- 
licity and  glory,  than  that  he  (hould  live,  and 
fhould  reign,  and,  when  Providence  ordains  it, 
ihould  die,  cxz&ly  like  his  illuilrious  Prede- 
ceflbr, 

A  great  Prince  may  be  obliged  (though  fuch 
a  thing  cannot  happen  very  often)  to  facrifice 
his  private  inclination  to  his  public  interefl.  A 
wife  Prince  will  not  think  that  fuch  a  reftraint 
implies  a  condition  of  fervility  j  and  truly,  if 
fuch  was  the  condition  of  the  laft  reign,  and 
the  effects  were  alfo  fuch  as  we  have  defcribed, 
we  ought,,  no  Ipfs  for  the  fake  of  the  Sovcreiga 
whom  we  love,  than  for  our  own,  to  hear 
arguments  convincing  indeed,  before  we  depart 
from  the  maxims  pf  that  reign,  or  fly  in  the 
face  of  this  great  body  pf  ftrong  and  recent  ex- 
perience, 

Qne  of  the  principal  topjcks  which  was  then,, 
^d  has  been  fince,  much  employed  by  that 
political  *  fchool,  is  an  afFedled  terror  of  the 
growth  of  an  ariflocraric  power,  prejudicial  to 

•  See  the  Political  Writings  of  the  Ute  Dt,  Brown,  and 

inany  others, 
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I  the  rights  of  the  Crown,  and  the  balance  of  th« 

conftitution.     Any  new  powers  exercifed  in  the 

Houfe  of  Lords,  or  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

or  by  the  Crown,  ought  certainly  to  excite  th« 

I  vigilant  and  anxious  jealoufy  of  a  free  people. 

jEven  a  new  and  unprecedented  courfe  of  adlion 

lin  the  whole  Legiflature,  without  great   and 

levidcnt  reafon,  may  be  a  fubjed  of  juft  un». 

leafinefs.     I  will  not  affirm,  that  there  may  not 

Ihave  lately  appeared  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  a 

jdifpofition  to  fome  attempts  derogatory  to  the 

Degal  rights  of  the  fubjed:.     If  any  fuch  have 

Veally  appeared,  they  have  arifen,  not  from  a 

bower  properly  ariftocratic,  but  from  the  fame 

influence  which  is  charged  with  having  excited 

attempts  of  a  (imiUr  nature  in  the  Houfe  of 

Commons  i  which  Houfe,  if  it  fhould  have  been 

betrayed  into  an  unfortunate  quarrel  with  its 

bonftituents,  and  involved  in  a  charge  of  the 

jicry  fame  nature,  could  have  neither  power  nor 

Inclination  to  repcj  fuch  attempts  in  others. 

rhofe  attempts  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  can  no 

lore  be  called  ariftocratic  proceedings,  than  the 
broccedings  w'-^h  regard  to  the  county  of  Mid- 
plefex  in  the  Houfe  of  Commops  pan  with  any 

enfe  be  called  democratical.    i^<^,  i,,  i^^  ^j.^^  ».. 

It  is  true,  that  the  Peers  have  a  great  influence 

the  kingdom^  and  in  every  part  of  the  publi« 

toncerns.     While  they  are  men  pf  property,  it 

i  impoffiblc  to  prevent  it,  except  by  fuch  means 
Is  muft  prevent  all  property  from  its  natural 
Iperationi  an  event  not  eafily  to  be  compaiTed^ 
Vhile  pro|>crty  is  power  j  nor  by  any  means  to  be 

wiflied, 
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wiflied,  while  the  leaft  notion  exifts  of  the 
method  by  which  the  fpirit  of  liberty  ads,  and 
of  the  means  by  which  it  is  preferved.  If  any 
particular  Peers,  by  their  uniform,  upright, 
conftitutional  conduft,  by  their  public  and  their 
private  virtues,  have  acquired  an  influence  in 
the  country  j  the  people,  on  whofe  favour  that 
influence  depends,  and  from  whom  it  arofe,  will 
never  be  duped  into  an  opinion,  that  fuch  great- 
nefs  in  a  Peer  is  the  defpotifm  of  an  ariftocracy, 
when  they  know  and  feel  it  to  be  the  eflfed  and 
pledge  of  their  own  importance. 

I  am  no  friend  to  ariftocracy,  in  the  fenfe  at 
Jeaft:  in  which  that  word  is  ufually  underftood. 
If  it  were  not  a  bad  habit  to  moot  cafes  on  the 
fuppofed  ruin  of  the  conft:itution,  I  (hould  be 
free  to  declare,  that  if  it  mufl:  perifli,  I  would 
rather  by  far  fee  it  refolved  into  any  other  form, 
than  loft:  in  that  auftere  and  infolent  domination. 
But,  whatever  my  diflikes  may  be,  my  fears  are 
not  upon  that  quarter.  The  queftion,  on  the 
influence  of  a  Court,  and  of  a  Peerage,'  is  not, 
which  of  the  two  dangers  is  the  moft:  eligible, 
but  which  is  the  moft  imminent.  He  is  but 
a  poor  obferver,  who  has  not  feen,  that  the 
generality  of  Peers,  far  from  fupporting  them- 
ielves  in  a  ftate  of  independent  greatnefs,  are 
but  too  apt  to  fall  into  an  oblivion  of  their 
proper  dignity,  and  to  run  headlong  into  an 
abjedl  fervitude.  Would  to  God  it  were  true, 
that  the  fault  of  our  Peers  were  too  much  fpirit! 
It  is  worthy  of  fome  obfervation,  that  thefe 
gentlemen,  fo  jealous  of  ariftocracy,  make  no 

complaints 
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complaints  of  the  power  of  thofe  Peers  (neither 
few  nor  inconfiderable)  who  are  always  in  the 
train  of  a  Court,  and  whofe  whole  weight  muft 
be  confidered  as  a  portion  of  the  fettled  influ- 
ence of  the  Crown.  This  is  all  fafe  and  right : 
but  if  fome  Peers  (I  am  very  forry  they  are  not 
as  many  as  they  ought  to  be)  fet  themfelves, 
in  the  great  concern  of  Peers  and  Commons, 
againft  a  back-ftairs  influence  and  clandcftine 
government,  then  the  alarm  begins  j  then  the 
1  conftitution  is  in  danger  of  being  forced  into  an 
I  ariftocracy.  "  *'^>  "J-     ' 

I  reft  a  little  the  longer  on  this  Court  topick, 
bccaufe  it  was  much  infifted  upon  at  the  time  of 
I  the  great  change,  and  has  been  fince  frequently 
revived  by  many  of  the  agents  of  that  party  :  for, 
whilft  they  are  terrifying  the  great  and  opulent 
with  the  horrors  of  mob-government,  they  arc 
by  other  managers  attempting  (though  hitherto 
with  little  fuccefs)  to  alarm  the  people  with 
a  phantom  of  tyranny  in  the  Nobles.  All 
this  is  done  upon  their  favourite  principle  of 
difunion,  of  fowing  jealoufies  amongft  the 
different  orders  of  the  State,  and  of  disjointing 
the  natural  ftrength  of  the  kingdom;  that  it 
may  be  rendered  incapable  of  refifting  the  finifter 
defigns  ©f  wicked  men,  who  have  engroffed  the 
Royal  power. 

Thus  much  of  the  topicks  chofen  by  the 
Courtiers  to  recommend  their  fyftem  j  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  open  a  little  more  at  large  the 
nature  of  that  party  which  was  formed  for  its 
fupport.     Without  this,  the  whole  would  have 

been 
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been  no  better  than  a  vifionary  amufemen^,  like 
the  fchemc  of  Hatrington's  political  club,  and 
notabufinefs  in  which  the  nation  had  a  real 
concern.  As  a  powerful  party,  and  a  party 
conftrudied  on  a  new  principle,  it  is  a  very  in- 
viting objedl  of  curiofity. 

It  muft  be  remembered,  that  fince  the  Rcvo-I 
lution,  until  the  period  we  are  fpeaking  of,  the 
influence  of  the  Crown  had  been  always  cm- 
ployed  in  fupporti ng  the  Minifters  of  State,  and  I 
in  carrying  on  the  public  bufincfs  according  to 
their  opinions.     But  the  party  now  in  qucftion 
is  formed  upon  la  very  different  idea.     It  is  to 
intercept  the  favour,  protedion  and  confidence 
of  the  Crown  in  the  paflage  to  its  Miniftcrs  j  it 
is  to  come  between  them  and  their  importance 
in  Parliament }  it  is  to  feparate  them  from  all 
their  natural  and  acquired  dependencies;  it  is 
intended  as  the  controul,  not  the  fupport,  of 
Adminiftration.     The  machinery  of  this  fyftcm 
is  perplexed  in  its  movements,  and  falfe  in  its 
principle.     It  is  formed  on  a  fuppofition  that! 
the  King  is  fomething  external  to  his  govern- 
ment j    and    rhat   he   may   be   honoured  and| 
aggrandized,  even  by  its  defbility  and  difgracc. , 
The  plan   proceeds  exprefsly  on   the  idea  of 
enfeebling    the    reg'^lar  executory  power.    It 
proceeds  on  the  idea  of  weakening  the  State! 
in  order  to  ftrengthen  the  Court;     The  fchemc 
depending  entirely  on  diftruft,  on  difconncxion, 
on  mutability  by  principle,  on  fyftematic  weak- 1 
nefs  in  every  particular  member.;  it  is  impoffiblc 
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that  the  total  refult  fhould  be  fubftantial  ftrcngth 
of  any  kind. 

As  a  foundation  of  their  fchcme,  the  Cabal 
have  eftabliflied  a  fort  of  Rota  in  the  Court. 
All  forts  of  parties,  by  this  means,  have  been 
brought  into  Adminiftration,  from  whence  few 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcapc  without 
difgrace;  none  at  all  withont  confider^lc  loflcs. 

I  In  the  beginning  of  each  arrangement  no  pro- 
feflions  of  confidence  and  fupport  are  wanting, 
to  induce  the  leading  men  to  engage,     fiat 
while  the  Minifters  of  the  day  appear  in  all  the 
pomp  and  pride  of  power,  w^hile  they  have  all 
their  canvas  ipread  out  to  the  wind,  and  every 
fail  filled  with  the  fair  and  profperoas  gaJc  of 
Royal  favour,  in  a  (hort  thne  tiiey  find,  they 
know  not  how,  a  cuixent,  which  fcts  direftly 
againft  them  3  which  prevents  all  progrefs ;  and 
even  drives    them    backwards.      They  grow 
alhamed  and  mortified  in  a  fituation,  which,  by 
its  vicinity  to  power,  only  ferves  to  remind  them 
the  more  Arongly  of  their  infienificancc.     They 
are  obliged  cicher  to  execute  the  orders  of  their 
inferiors,  or  to  fee  thcmfcives  oppofed  by  the 
natural  inftruments  of  their  oflke.     With  the 
lois  of  their  dignity,  they  lofe  their  temper.     In 
their  turn  they  grow  troubleifome  to  that  Cabal/ 
which,  whether  it  fupports  or  oppofes^  equally 
difgraces  and  equally  betrays  them.     It  is  fooi» 
found  necefl'ary  to  get  rid  of  the  heads  of  Ad- 
miniftration  ;  but  it  is  of  the  heads  only.     A» 
there  always  are  many  rotten  members  belong- 

j  "ig  to  the  bcft  connexions,  it  i«  not  hard  to  per- 

fuade 
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fuadc  feveral  to  continue  in  office  without  their 
leaders.  By  this  means  the  party  goes  out  much 
thinner  than  it  came  in  j  and  is  only  reduced  in 
ftrength  by  its  temporary  pofleffion  of  power. 
Befides,  if  by  accident,  or  in  courfe  of  changes, 
that  power  fliould  be  recovered,  the  Junto  have 
thrown  up  a  retrenchment  of  thefe  carcafes, 
which  may  ferve  to  cover  thcmfelves  in  a  day  of 
danger.  They  conclude,  not  unwifely,  that  fuch 
rotten  members  will  become  the  firft  objedts  of 
difguft  and  refentment  to  thiir  anticnt  connex- 
ions. 

They  contrive  to  form  in  the  outward  Admi- 
niflration  two  parties  at  the  leaft ;  which, 
whilft  they  are  tearing  one  another  to  pieces, 
are  both  competitors  for  the  favour  and  pro- 
tedlion  of  the  Cabal ;  and,  by  their  emulation, 
contribute  to  throw  every  thing  more  and  more 
into  the  hands  of  the  interior  managers. 

A  Minifter  o."  otate  will  fometimes  keep  him- 
fclf  totally  eftranged  from  all  his  collegues ;  will 
differ  from  them  in  their  councils,  will  privately 
traverfe,  and  publicly  oppofe,  their  meafurcs. 
He  will,  however,  continue  in  his  employment. 
Inftead  of  fuffering  any  mark  of  difpleafure,  he 
will  be  didinguidied  by  an  unbounded  profuiion 
of  Court  rewards  and  careflcs ;  becaufe  he  docs 
what  is  expeded,  and  all  that  is  expedled,  from 
men  in  office.  He  helps  to  keep  fome  form  of 
Adminiftration  in  being,  and  keeps  it  at  tl  - 
fame  time  as  weak  and  divided  as  poffible. 
«*  However,  we  muft  take  care  not  to  bci 
miftaken,  or  to  imagine  that  fuch  pcrfons  have 
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any  weight  in  their  oppofition.  When,  by  them< 
Adminiftration  is  convinced  of  its  infignificancy, 
they  arc  foon  to  be  convinced  of  their  own. 
They  never  are  fuffered  to  fuccecd  in  their 
oppofition.  They  and  the  world  are  to  be 
fatisfied,  that,  neither  office,  nor  authority,  nor 
property,  nor  ability,  eloquence,  council,  /kill, 
or  union,  arc  of  the  leaft  importance  {  but  that 
the  mere  influence  of  the  Court,  naked  of  all 
fupport,  and  dcftitute  of  all  management,  is 
abundantly  fufficient  for  all  its  own  purpofes. 

When  any  advcrfe  connexion  is  to  be  deftroy* 
cd,  the  Cabal  feldom  appear  in  the  work  thcm- 
felves.  They  find  out  fome  perfon  of  whomi 
the  party  entertains  an  high  opinion.  Such  a 
perfon  they  endeavour  to  delude  with  various- 
pretences.  They  teach  him  firft  to  diftrufl,  and 
then  to  quarrel  with  his  friends  ;  among  whorn^ 
by  the  fame  arts,  they  excite  a  fimilar  diffidence 
of  him  J  fo  that,  in  this  mutual  fear  and  diftrufl:^ 
he  may  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  employed  as  the 
inftrument  in  the  change  which  is  brought 
about.  Afterwards  they  arc  fure  to  deftroy  hiira 
in  his  turn  j  by  fetting  up  in  his  place  fome  per* 
fon  in  wh<9in  he  had  himfelf  repofed  the  greateft 
confidence,  and  who  ferves  to  carry  o^  a  con- 
fidei  able  part  of  his  adherents. 

When  fuch  a  perfon  has  broke  in  this  mannct 
with  his  connexions,  he  is  foon  compelled  t9 
commit  fome  flagrant  aft  of  iniquitous  perfonal 
hoftility  againft  fome  of  them  (fuoh  as  an 
attempt  to  ftrip  a  particular  friend  of  his  fa- 
|aily  eftate),    by   which   the   Cabal    hope    to 
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render  the  parties  utterly  irreconcilable.  In 
truth,  they  have  fo  contrived  matters,  that  peo- 
ple have  a  greater  hatred  to  the  fubordiuatc  in- 
llruments  than  to  the  principal  movers. 

As   in  deftroying  their  enemies    they  make 
ufe  of  inftruments  not  immediately  belonging 
to  their  corps,  fo  in  advancing  their  own  friends 
they   purfuc   cxadlly    the   fame   method.     To 
promote  any  of  them  to  ccnliderable  rank  or 
emolument,  they  commonly  take  care  that  the 
recommendation  ftiall  pafs  through  the  hands  of 
the  oftenfibleMiniftry  :  fuch  a  recommendation 
might  however  appear  to  the  world,  as  fome 
proof  of  the   credit   of  Minifters,    and   fome 
means  of  increafing  theii  ftrcngth.     To  prevent 
this,  the  perfons  fo  advanced  arc  diredted,  in 
all  companies,  induftrioufly  to  declare,  that  they 
are  under  no  obligations  whatfoever  to  Admi- 
niftration ;  that  they  have  received  their  office 
from  another  quarter }  that  they  are  totally  free 
and  independent,      f  wj   n  tm-i^  %sAm'  M't:.  . 
.    When  the  Fadlion  has  any  job  of  lucre  to 
obtain,  or  of  vengeance  to  perpetrate,  their  way 
is,  to  feled,  for  the  execution,  thofc  very  perfons 
to  whofe   habits,    friendfhips,  principles,   and 
declarations,    fuch     proceedings    are    publicly 
known  to  be  the  moft  adverfe  j  at  once  to  render 
the  inftruments  the  more  odious,    and  there- 
fore the  more  dependent,  and  to  prevent  the 
people  from  ever  repofing  a  confidence  in  any 
appearance    of    private  friendihip,    or  public 
principle,    fc.-oi'/rt^f  i^j^n*;;.  B"^ii^  v%:'^^\; 
f^^  '^n^^    k('tJ  :'^i*:  ■  if :)?r-v    ^5|^*,f^^j"  wlfj 
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If  the  Adminiftration  fccm  now  and  then, 
from  rcinfflnefp,  or  from  fear  of  making  thcm- 
fclvcs  dil..grccablc,  to  fufJcr  any  popular  ex- 
ccHes  to  go  unpunilhed,  the  Cabal  immediately 
fcts  up  fome  creature  of  theirs  to  raifc  a  cla- 
mour againft  the  Minifters,  as  having  (liamefuUy 
betrayed  the  dignity  of  Government.  Then 
they  compel  the  Miniftry  to  become  active  in 
conferring  rewards  and  honours  on  the  perfons 
who  have  been  the  inftrumcnts  of  their  difgrace  ; 
and,  after  having  firft  vilified  them  with  the 
higher  orders  for  fuffering  the  laws  to  fleep 
over  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  populace,  they 
drive  them  (in  order  to  make  amends  for  their 
former  inadlivity)  to  fome  ad  of  atrocious  vio- 
lence, which  renders  them  completely  ab- 
horred by  the  people.  They  who  remember 
the  riots  which  attended  the  Middlefex  Eleftion  ; 
the  opening  of  the  prcfent  Parliament ;  and  the 
tranfaflions  relative  to  Saint  George's  Fields, 
will  not  be  at  a  lofs  for  an  application  of  thefc 
remarks.  -*'-'*■  ^-i  hm»,*jm  ssi,,^,4*j»^  ,j^ 

That  this  body  may  be  enabled  to  compafs 
all  the  ends  of  its  inftitution,  its  members  arc 
fcarcely  ever  to  aim  at  the  high  and  refponfiblc 
offices  of  the  State.  They  are  diftributed  with 
art  and  judgement  through  all  the  fecondary, 
but  efficient,  departments  of  office,  and  through 
the  houfeholds  of  all  the  branches  of  the  Royal 
Family  :  fo  as  on  one  hand  to  occupy  all  the 
avenues  to  the  Throne  }  and  on  the  other  to 
forward  or  fruftratc  the  execution  of  any  mea- 
fure,  according  to  their  own  interefts.  For 
:  D  2  with 
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with  the  credit  and  fupport  which  they  are 
known  to  have,  though  for  the  greater  part  in 
places  which  arc  only  a  genteel  excufe  for  falary, 
they  poffefs  all  the  influence  of  the  higheft 
ports  i  and  they  dilate  publicly  in  almort  every 
thing,  even  with  a  parade  of  fuperiority.  When- 
ever they  diflent  (as  it  often  happens)  from  their 
nominal  leaders,  the  trained  part  of  the  Senate 
inftindlively  in  the  fecret,  is  fure  to  follow  themj 
provided  the  leaders,  fenflble  of  their  fituation, 
do  not  of  themfelves  recede  in  time  from  their 
moft  declared  opinions.  This  latter  is  generally 
the  cafe.  It  will  not  be  conceivable  to  any  one 
who  has  not  feen  it,  what  pleafure  is  taken  by  the 
Cabal  in  rendering  thefeheadsof  office  thoroughly 
contemptible  and  ridiculous.  And  when  they 
are  become  fo,  they  have  then  the  bert  chance 
for  being  well  fupported. 

The  members  of  the  Court  Fadion  are  fully 
indemnified  for  not  holding  places  on  the  fiippery 
heights  of  the  kingdom,  not  only  by  the  lead 
in  all  affairs,  but  alfo  by  the  perfedt  fecurity  in 
which  they  enjoy  lefs  confpicuous,  but  very 
advantageous  Situations.  Their  places  are,  in 
exprefs  legal  tenure,  or  in  effedt,  all  of  them 
for  life.  Whilft  the  firfl  and  moft  refpedtable 
perfons  in  the  kingdom  are  toffed  about  like 
tennis  balls,  the  fport  of  a  blind  and  infolent 
caprice,  no  Minirter  dares  even  to  cart  an  oblique 
glance  at  the  lowefl  of  their  body.  If  an  attempt 
be  made  upon  one  of  this  corps,  immediately  he 
flies  to  fanduary,  and  pretends  to  the  mort  in- 
violable of  all  promifes*    No  conveniency  of 
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public  arrangement  is  available  to  remove  any 
one  of  them  from  the  fpecific  fituation  he  holds ; 
and  the  flighted  attempt  upon  one  of  them,  by 
the  moft  powerful  Minifter,  is  a  certain  pre- 
liminary to  his  own  dcftrudlion. 

Confcious  of  their  independence,  they  bear 
themfelves  with  a  lofty  air  to  the  exterior 
Minifters.  Like  Janiffaries,  they  derive  a  kind 
of  freedom  from  the  very  condition  of  their 
fervitude.  They  may  adt  juft  as  they  pleafcj 
provided  they  are  true  to  the  great  ruling  prin- 
ciple of  their  tnftitution.  It  is,  therefore,  not 
at  all  wonderful,  that  people  fhould  be  fo  defi- 
rous  of  adding  themfelves  to  that  body,  in  which 
they  may  poflcfs  and  reconcile  fatisfaftions  th« 
moft  alluring,  and  feemingly  the  moft  contra- 
didory ;  enjoying  at  once  all  the  fpirited  pleafure 
of  independence,  and  all  the  grofs  lucre  and  fat 
emoluments  of  fervitude. 

Here  is  a  /ketch,  though  a  flight  one,  of  the 
conftitution,  laws,  and  policy,  of  this  new  Court 
corporation.  The  name  by  which  they  chufe 
to  diftinguifti  themfelves,  is  that  of  King's  men, 
or  the  King's  friends,  by  an  invidious  exclufion 
of  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's  moft  loyal  and  affec* 
tionate  fubje^«.  The  whole  fyftem,  compre- 
hending the  exterior  and  interior  Adminiftra- 
tions,  is  commonly  called,  in  the  technical  lan- 
guage of  the  Court,  Double  Cabinet ;  in  French 
or  Englifh,  as  you  choofe  to  pronounce  it. 

Whether  all  this  be  a  vifion  of  a  diftraded 
brain,  or  the  invention  of  a  malicious  heart,  or 
a  real  Fadion  in  the  country,  muft  be  judged 

E)  3  .       by 
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by  the  appearances  which  things  have  worn  for 
eight  years  paft.  Thus  far  I  am  certain,>  that 
there  is  not  a  finglc  public  man,  in  or  out  of 
office,  who  has  not,  at  feme  time  or  other, 
born  teftimony  to  the  truth  of  what  I  have 
now  related.  In  particular,  no  perfons  have 
been  more  ftrong  in  their  aflertions,  and  louder 
and  more  indecent  in  their  complaints,  than 
thofe  who  compofe  all  the  exterior  part  of  the 
prefent  Adminiftration  j  in  whofe  time  that 
Fadion  has  arrived  at  fuch  an  height  of  power, 
and  of  boldnefs  in  the  ufe  of  it,  as  may,  in  the 
end,  perhaps  bring  about  its  total  deftrui^ion. 

It  is  true,  that  about  four  years  ago,  during 
the  adminiftration  of  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham, an  attempt  was  made  to  carry  on  Govern- 
ment without  their  concurrence.  However, 
this  was  only  a  tranfient  cloud ;  they  were  hid 
but  for  a  moment;  and  their  conftellation  blazed 
out  with  greater  brightnefs,  and  a  far  more  vi- 
gorous influence,  fome  time  after  it  was  blown 
over.  An  attempt  was  at  that  time  made  (but 
without  any  idea  of  profcription)  to  break  their 
corps,  to  difcountenance  their  dodlrines,  to  re- 
vive connexions  of  a  different  kind,  to  reftore 
the  principles  and  policy  of  the  Whigs,  to  re- 
animate the  caufe  of  Liberty  by  Minifterial 
countenance  ;  and  then  for  the  iirft  time  were 
men  feen  attached  in  office  to  every  principle 
they  had  maintained  in  oppoljtion.  No  one 
will  doubt,  that  fuch  men  were  nbhorred  and 
violently  oppofed  by  the  Court  Faction,  and  that 
fiich  a  fyftem  could  have  but  a  fhort  duration. 
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It  may  appear  fomewhat  affefted,  that  in  fo  . 
much  difcourfe  upon  this  extraordinary  Party,  ^ 
I  fhould  fay  fo  little  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  whoi 
is  the  fuppofed  head  of  it.    But  this  was  neitheri 
owing  to  affedlation  nor  inadvertence.     I  have 
carefully  avoided  the  introdudlion  of  perfonal  ^ 
reflexions  of  any  kind.    Much  the  greater  part  f 
of  the  topicks  which  have  been  ufed  to  blacken  j 
this  Nobleman,  are  ;;ither  unjuft  or  frivolous.  ) 
At  beft,  they  have  a  tendency  to  give  the  re- 
tentment  of  this  bitter  calamity  a  wrong   di-? 
redion,    and   to  turn  a  public  grievance   intoj 
a  mean    perfonal,    or    a    dangerous    national,'* 
quarrel.    Where  there  is  a  regular  fcheme  of 
operations  carried  on,  it  is  the  fyftem,  and  notO 
any  individual  perfon  who  adls  in  it,    that  is  ( 
truly   dangerous.     This    fyftem   has  not   rifen  \ 
folely  from  the  ambition  of  Lord  Bute,  but  from  ; 
the  circumftances  which  favoured  it,  and  from  \ 
an  indifference  to  the  conftitution   which  had  t 
been  for  fome  time  growing  among  our  gentry,  i 
We  fliould  have  been  tried  with  it,  if  the  Earl ) 
of  Bute  had    never  exifted  j  and  it  will  want) 
neither  a  contriving  head  nor  adive  members,! 
when  the  Earl  of  Bute  exifts  no  longer.     It  is' 
not,  therefore,  to  rail  at  L9rd  Bute,  but  firmly 
to  embody  againft  this  Court  Party  and  its  prac- 
tices, which  can  afford  us  any  profped  of  relief 
in  our  prefent  condition. 

Another  motive  induces  me  to  put  the  per- 
fonal conlideration  of  Lord  Bute,  wholly  out  of 
the  queftion.  He  communicates  very  little  in 
a  direft  Planner  with  the  greater  part  of  our  men 
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of  bufinefs.  This  has  never  been  his  cuftom. 
It  is  enough  for  him  that  be  furroonds  them 
with  his  creatures.  Several  i*naginc,  therefore, 
that  tbey  have  a  very  good  cxcufe  for  doing  all 
the  work  of  this  Fatftion,  when  they  have  no  per- 
fonal  connexion  with  Lord  Bute.  But  whoever 
becomes  a  party  to  an  Adminiftration,  compofed 
of  infulated  individuals,  without  faith  plighted, 
tie,  or  common  principle;  an  Adminiftration 
conftitutionally  impotent,  becaufe  fupported  by 
no  party  in  the  nation  ;  he  who  contributes  to 
deftroy  the  connexions  of  men  and  their  tnifl; 
in  one  another,  or  in  any  fort  to  throw  the  de- 
pendence of  public  counfels  upon  private  will  and 
favour,  pofllbly  may  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Earl  of  Bute.  It  matters  little  whether  he 
be  the  friend  or  the  enemy  of  that  particular 
perfon.  But  let  him  be  wno  or  what  he  will, 
ne  abets  a  Fadion  that  is  driving  hard  to  tbe 
fuin  of  his  country.  He  is  fapping  the  founda- 
tion of  its  liberty,  difturbing  the  fources  of  its 
domeilic  tranquillity,  weakening  its  govern- 
ment over  its  dependencies,  degrading  it  from 
$dl  its  importance  in  the  fyftem  of  Europe. 

It  is  this  unnatural  infufion  of  a  ^ftem  oj\ 
iPavouritifm  into  a  Government  which  in  a 
great  part  of  its  conftitution  is  popular,  that 
has  raifed  the  prefent  ferment  in  the  nation. 
The  people^  without  entering  deeply  into  its 
principles,  could  plainly  perceive  its  eflTeds,  in 
much  violence,  in  a  great  fpirit  of  innovation, 
and  a  general  diforder  in  all  the  funf^ions  of  I 
Government.     I  keep  my  eye  folely  on   this 
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fyftem  j  if  I  fpeak  of  thofe  meafures  which 
have  arifen  from  it,  it  will  he  fo  far  only  as  they 
illuftrate  the  genera)  fchemc.  This  is  the 
fountain  of  aW  thofc  bitter  waters  of  which, 
through  an  hundred  different  conduits,  we  have 
drunk  until  we  are  ready  to  burft.  The  dif- 
cretionary  power  of  the  Crown  in  the.  forma- 
tion of  Miniftry,  abufed  by  bad  or  weak  men, 
has  given  rife  to  a  fyftem,  which,  without 
diredly  violating  the  letter  of  any  law,  ope- 
rates againft  the  fpirit  of  the  whole  conftitution. 
A  plan  oi  Favouritifm  for  our  executory 
Government  is  eiTentially  at  variance  with  the 
plan  of  our  L^iflaturc.  One  great  end  un- 
doubtedly of  a  mixed  Government  like  ours, 
compofed  of  Monarchy,  and  of  controuls,  on 
the  part  of  the  higher  people  and  the  lower, 
is  that  the  Prince  ftiall  not  be  able  to  violate 
the  laws.  This  is  ufeful  indeed  and  funda- 
mcntaK  But  this,  even  at  firft  view,  is  no 
more  than  a  negative  advantage;  an  armour 
merely  dcfenfivc.  It  is  therefore  next  in  order, 
and  equal  in  importance,  f6af  the  difcretionary 
powers  -wbicb  are  nccejj'arily  vejied  in  the  Monarch, 
'whether  Jor  the  execution  of  the  laws,  or  for  the 
nomination  to  magifiracy  and  office,  or  for  con- 
duSiing  the  affairs  of  peace  and  war,  or  for 
ordering  the  revenue,  Jhould  all  be  exercifed  upon 
public  principles  and  national  grounds,  and  not 
on  the  likings  or  prejudices,  the  intrigues  or 
policies,  of  a  Court.  This,  I  faid,  is  equal  in 
importance  to  the  fccuring  a  Government  ac- 
cording to  law.     The  laws  reach  but  a  very 

little 
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little  way.     Conftitute   Government  how  you 
plcafe,   infinitely  the  greater  part  of  it   muft 
depend  upon  the  exercife  of  the  powers  which 
are  left  at  large  to  the  prudence  and  uprightnefs 
of  Minifters  of  State.     Even  all  the   ule   and 
potency   of   the    laws    depends    upon   them. 
Without  thetr,    your    Commonwealth   is  no 
better  than  a  fcheme  upon  paper;  and  not  a 
living,  adling,  effedive  conftitution.    It  is  poffi- 
ble,  that  through  negligence,  or  ignorance,  or 
defign  artfully  conduded,  Mi^iiters  may  fuftV; 
one  part  of  Government  *j  languish,  another 
to  be  perverted  from  its  purpofes,  and  every  va^ 
luable  intereft  of  the  country  to  fall  into  ruin 
^nd  decay,    without  poffibility    of  fixing  any 
fingje  ad  on  which  a  criminal  profecution  can 
be  juftly  grounded.     The  due  arrangement  of 
men  in  the  adive  part  of  the  State,  far  from 
being  foreign  to  the  purpofes  of  a  wife  Go- 
vernment, ought  to  be  among  its  very  ftrft  and 
d^areft  objeds.     When,  therefore,  the  abettors 
of  the  new  fyftcm  tell  us,  that  between  them 
aid   their  oppofers   there    is    nothing    but  a 
ftruggle  for  power,  and  that  therefore  we  are 
no-ways  concerned  in  it ;  we  muft  tell   thofe 
who  have  the  impudence  to  infult  us  in  this 
manner,  that  of  all  things  we  ought  to  be  the 
moft  concerned,  who  and  what  fort  of  men  they 
are,  that  hold  the  truft  of  every  thing  that  is 
dear  to  us.     Nothing  can  render  this  a  point 
of  indifference  to  the  nation,    but  what  muft 
either  render  us  totally  defperate,  or  foothe  us 
into  the  fecurity  of  ideots.     We    muft  foftea 
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into  a  credulity  below  the  milkinefs  of  infancy, 
to  think  all  men  virtuous.  We  muft  be  tainted 
with  a  malignity  truly  diabolical,  to  believe  all 
the  world  to  be  equally  wicked  and  corrupt. 
Men  are  in  public  life  as  in  private,  fomc 
good,  fome  evil.  The  elevation  of  the  one, 
and  the  depreflion  of  the  other,  arc  the  firft 
objeds  of  all  true  policy.  But  that  form  of 
Government,  which,  neither  in  its  diredt  infti- 
tutions,  nor  in  their  immediate  tendency,  has 
contrived  to  throw  its  affairs  into  the  moft  truft- 
worthy  hands,  but  has  left  its  whole  executory 
lyflem  to  be  difpofed  of  agreeably  to  the  un- 
controuled  pleafure  of  any  one  man,  however 
excellent  or  virtuous,  is  a  plan  of  polity  defedtivc 
not  only  in  that  member,  but  confequentially 
erroneous  in  every  part  of  it. 

In  arbitrary  Governments,  the  conftitutioti 
of  the  Miniftry  follows  the  conflitution  of  the 
Legiflature.  Both  the  Law  and  the  Magiftrate 
are  the  creatures  of  Will.  It  muft  be  fo» 
Nothing,  indeed,  will  appear  more  certain,  on 
any  tolerable  confideration  of  this  matter,  than 
that  every  fort  of  Government  ought  to  have 
its  Adminifiration  (orrefpondent  to  its  Legijlature, 
If  it  fliould  be  othervvife,  things  muft  fall  into 
an  hideous  diforder.  The  people  of  a  free 
Coinmonwealth,  who  have  t?ken  fuch  care  that 
their  laws  fhould  be  the  refult  of  general  con- 
lent,  cannot  be  fo  fenfelefs  as  to  fuffer  their 
executory  fyftem  to  be  compofed  of  perfons  on 
whom  they  have  no  dependence,  and  whom  no 
proofs  of  the  public  love  and  confidence  have 

recom- 
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recommended  to  thofe   powers,   upon  the  ufe 
of  which  the  very  being  of  the  State  depends. 

The  popular  ele^ion  of  magiftrates,  and 
popular  difpofition  of  rewards  and  honours^  is 
one  of  the  firft  advantages  of  a  free  State. 
Without  it,  or  ^xnething  equivalent  to  it, 
perhaps  the  people  cannot  long  enjoy  the  fut^- 
ftance  of  freedom;  certainly  none  of  the  vivify- 
ing energy  of  good  Government.  The  frame 
of  our  Commonwealth  did  not  admit  of  foch 
an  adtual  ele^ion :  but  it  provided  as  well,  and 
(while  the  fpirit  of  the  conflitution  is  preierved) 
better  for  all  the  efFedts  of  it  than  by  the  method 
of  fuffrage  in  any  democratic  State  whatfoever. 
It  had  always,  until  of  late,  been  held  the  firft 
duty  of  Parliament,  to  rcfufe  to  fufport  Govern- 
ment, until  power  was  in  the  bands  of  perfons  lek 
moere  acceptable  to  the  people,  or  while  faSliom 
predominated  in  the  Court  in  which  the  nation  hd 
no  confidence.  Thus  all  the  good  efFedls  of  po- 
pular election  were  fuppofed  to  be  fecured  to  us, 
without  the  mifchiefs  attending  on  perpetual 
intrigue,  and  a  diftinA  canvafs  for  every  parti- 
cular ofHce  throughout  the  body  of  the  people, 
This  was  the  moft  noble  and  refined  part  of  our 
conftitution.  The  people,  by  their  reprefent- 
atives  and  grandees,  were  intruded  with  a  de- 
liberative power  in  making  laws ;  the  King  with 
the  controul  of  his  negative.  The  King  was  in- 
truded with  the  deliberative  choice  and  the 
eledlion  to  office ;  the  people  had  the  negative  in  a 
Parliamentary  refufal  to  fupport.  Formerly  this 
power  of  controul  was  what  kept  Minifters  in 
^Sii^  •  I  awe 
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Vftt  of  Parliaments,  an^^  Parliaments  in  reve- 
rence with  the  people.  H  the  ufe  of  this  power 
of  controul  on  the  fyftem  and  perfons  of  Admi- 
niftration  is  gone,  every  thing  is  loft.  Parliament 
and  all.  Wc  may  aflure  ourfelves,  that  if  Par- 
Jiamcnt  will  tamely  fee  evil  men  take  poffeffion 
of  all  the  ftrong-holds  of  their  country,  and 
allow  them  time  and  means  to  fortify  them- 
fclves,  under  a  pretence  of  giving  them  a  fair 
trial,  and  upon  a  hope  of  difcovering,  whether 
they  will  not  be  reformed  by  power,  and  whe- 
ther their  meafures  will  not  be  better  than  their 
morals ;  fuch  a  Parliament  will  give  countenance 
to  their  meafures  alfo,  whatever  that  Parlia- 
ment may  pretend,  and  whatever  thofe  mea- 
fures may  be. 

Every  good  political  inftitution  muft  have  a 
preventive  operation  as  well  as  a  remedial.  It 
ought  to  have  a  natural  tendency  to  exclude  bad 
men  from  Government,  and  not  to  truft  for  the 
fafety  of  the  State  to  fubfcquent  punifliment 
alone  ;  puniftiment,  which  has  ever  been  tardy 
0"'^  uncertain  j   and  which,    when   power  is 


and 


fall 
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luffcred  in  bad  hands,  may  chance  to 
ther  on  the  injured  than  the  criminal. 

Before  men  are  put  forward  into  the  great 
trufts  of  the  State,  they  ought  by  their  conduft 
to  have  obtained  fuch  a  degree  cf  eftimation  in 
their  country,  as  may  be  fome  fort  of  pledge  and 
fccurity  to  the  publick,  that  they  will  not  abufe 
thofe  trufts.  It  is  no  mean  fecurity  for  a  proper 
ufe  of  power,  that  a  man  has  ftiewn  by  the 
[general  tenor  of  his  anions,  that  the  afFedion, 

the 


46      THOUGHTS  ON  THE  CAUSE  OF 

the  good  opinion,  the  confidence,  of  his  fellow 
citizens  have  been  among  the  principal  objcds 
of  his  life ;  and  that  he  has  owed  none  of  the 
gradations  of  his  power  or  fortune  to  a  fettled 
contempt,  or  occafional  forfeiture  of  their 
cftcem. 

That  man  who  before  he  comes  into  power 
has  no  friends,  or  who  coming  into  power  is 
obliged  to  defert  his  friends,  or  who  lofing  it 
has  no  friends  to  fympathizc  with  him ;  he  who 
has  no  fway  amo  g  any  part  of  the  landed  or 
commercial  intereft,  but  whofe  whole  importance 
has  begun  with  his  office,  and  is  furc  to  end 
-with  it ;  is  a  perfon  who  ought  never  to  be 
fufFered  by  a  controuling  Parliament  to  continue 
in  any  of  thofe  fituations  which  confer  the  lead 
and  dircdion  of  all  our  public  affairs ;  becaufc 
fuch  a  man  has  no  connexion  with  the  interejll 
of  the  people. 

Thofe  knots  or  cabals  of  men  who  have  got 
together,  avowedly  without  any  public  principle, 
in  order  to  fell  their  conjunft  iniquity  at  the 
higher  rate,  and  arc  therefore  univerfally  odious, 
ought  never  to  be  fufFered  to  domineer  in  the 
State }  becaufe  they  have  no  connexion  luitb  tk 
Jentiments  and  opinions  of  the  people.  •    • 

Thcfe  are  confiderations  which  in  my  opinion 
enforce  the  neccffity  of  having  fome  better  rea- 
fon,  in  a  free  country,  and  a  free  Parliament,  for 
fupporting  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown,  than 
that  fliort  one.  That  the  King  has  thought  proper 
to  appoint  them.  There  is  fomething  very  courtly 
in  this.     But  it  is  a  principle  pregnant  with  all 
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forts  of  mifchief,  in  a  conAitution  like  ours,  to 
turn  the  views  of  adivc  men  from  the  country 
to  the  Court.  Whatever  be  the  road  to  power, 
that  is  the  road  which  will  be  trod.  \(  the 
opinion  of  the  country  be  of  no  ufe  as  a  means 
of  power  or  confidcration,  the  qualities  which 
ufually  procure  that  opinion  will  be  no  longer 
cultivated.  And  whether  it  will  be  right,  in  a 
State  fo  popular  in  its  conftitution  as  ours,  to 
leave  ambition  without  popular  motives,  and  to 
truft  all  to  the  operation  of  pure  virtue  in  the 
minds  of  Kings  and  Minifters,  and  public  men, 
muft  be  fubmitted  to  the  judgement  and  good 
fenfe  of  the  people  of  England. 

Cunning  men  are  here  apt  to  break  in,  and, 
without  dircftly  controverting  the  principle, 
to  raife  objcdtions  from  the  difficulty  under 
which  the  Sovereign  labours,  to  diftinguifli 
the  genuine  voice  and  fentiments  of  his  people, 
from  the  clamour  of  a  fa<flion,  by  which  it  is 
fo  eaiily  counterfeited.  The  nation,  they  fay, 
is  generally  divided  into  parties,  with  views  and 
paffions  utterly  irreconcileable.  If  the  King 
Ihould  put  his  affairs  into  the  hands  of  any  one 
of  them,  he  is  fure  to  difguft  the  reft  j  if  he 
feleft  particular  men  from  among  them  all,  it  is 
an  hazard  that  he  difgufts  them  all.  Thofe  who 
arc  left  out,  however  divided  before,  will  foon 
ran  into  a  body  of  oppofition ;  which,  being  a 
colledion  of  many  difcontents  into  one  focus, 
will  without  doubt  be  hot  and  violent  enough. 
Faftion  will  make  its  cries  refound  through 
the  nation,  as  if  the  whole  were  in  an  uproar, 

when 
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when  by  far  the  majority,  and  much  the  better 
part,  will  feem  for  a  while  as  it  were  annihilated 
by  the  quiet  in  which  their  virtue  and  mode- 
ration incline  them  to  enjoy  the  blcHings  of 
Government.  Befides  that  the  opinion  of  the 
meer  vulgar  is  a  mifcrable  rule  even  with  regard 
to  themfclves,  on  account  of  their  violence  and 
inftability.  So  that  if  you  were  to  gratify  them 
in  their  humour  to-day,  that  very  gratification 
would  be  a  ground  of  their  diifatisfadlion  on 
the  next.  Now  as  all  thefe  rules  of  public 
opinion  are  to  be  coUedled  with  great  dimcitlty, 
and  to  be  applied  with  equal  uncertainty  as  to 
the  effeft,  what  better  can  a  King  of  England 
do,  than  to  employ  fuch  men  as  he  finds  to 
have  views  and  inclinations  mofl  conformable  to 
his  own  ;  who  are  leail  infedled  with  pride  and 
felf-will,  and  who  are  leaft  moved  by  fuch 
popular  humours  as  are  perpetually  trarerfing 
his  defisns,  and  diflurbing  his  fcrvice  ;  trufting 
that,  when  he  means  no  ill  to  his  people,  he  will 
be  fupported  in  his  appointments,  whether  he 
chooles  to  keep  or  to  change,  as  his  private 
judgement  or  his  pleafure  leads  him  ?  He  will 
iind  a  .fure  refource  in  the  real  weight  andio" 
iluence  of  the  Crown,  when  it  is  oot  fuffered  to 
become  an  inflrument  in  the  hands  of  a  fa^ioa. 
I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  that  there  is  nothing 
at  all  in  this  mode  of  reafoning ;  becaufe  I  will 
not  afTert,  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  art 
of  Government.  Undoubtedly  the  very  bed 
AdminiAration  mud  encounter  a  great  deal  of  I 
oppolition  ;  and  the  ver^  worft  will  And  more 
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fiipnort  than  it  dcfcrvcs.    Sufficient  appearances 
will  never  be  wanting   to  thofe   who   have  a 
mind  to  deceive  thcmfclves.     It  is  a  fallacy  in 
conftant    ufe  with    thole  who  would  level  all 
things,  and  confound  right  with  wrong,  to  infift 
upon  the  inconveniencics  which  are  attached  to 
every  choice,  without  talcing  into  confideration 
the  difFci'cnt  weight  and  confcquence  of  thofe 
inconveniencics.     The  queftion  is  not  concern- 
ing /7^yS/M/t' di  Icon  tent  or  perfeSl  fatisfadtion  in 
Government  J    neither  of  which  can  be  pure 
and  unmixed  at  any  timtf*  or  upon  any  fyflem. 
The  controvcrfy  is  about  that  degree  of  good 
humour  in  the  people,  which  may  polTibly  be 
attained,  and  ought  certainly  to  be  looked  for. 
While  fome  politicians  may  be  waiting  to  know 
whether  the  fenfe  of  every  individual  be  againit 
them,  accurately  diftirtguirtiing  the  vulgar  from 
the  better  fort,  drawihg  lines  between  the  en- 
terprizes  of  a  fadion  and  the  efforts  of  a  peo- 
ple, they  may  chance  to  fee  the  Government, 
which  they  are  fo  nicely  weighing,  and  divid- 
ing, and  diftingut^  aig,  tumble  to  the  ground  in 
the  midfl  of  th^ir  wife  deliberation.     Prudent 
mcHi  when  lu  great  an  object  as  thfi  fecurity 
of  Government,  or  even  its  peace,  is!  at  ftake* 
I  will  not  run  the  rifque  of  a  decifion  which  may 
I  be  fatal  to  it.     They  who  can  read  the  political 
iky  will  fee  ah  hurricane  in  a  cloud  no  biggef  ' 
I  than  an  hand  at  the  very  edge  of  the  horizon, 
and  will  run  into  the  firfl  harbour.     No  lines 
can  be  laid  down  for  civil  of  political  wifdom. 
'yhty  are  a  matter  incapable  of  exail  definition* 


•^ 
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But,  though  no  man  can  draw  a  ftrolce  between 
the  confines  of  day  and  night,  yet  light  and 
darknefs  are  upon  the  whole  tolerably  diftin- 
guifliable.     Nor  will    it    be   impoflible  for  a 

*  Prince  to  find  out  fuch  a  mode  of  Government, 
and  fuch  perfons  to  adminifter  it,  as  will  give  a 
great  degree  of  content  to  his  people ;  without 
any.  curious  and  anxious  refearch  for  that  ab- 
ilradt,  univerial,  perfed  harmony,  which  while 
lie  is  feeking,  he  abandons  thofe  means  of  ordi- 
nary tranquillity  which  are  in  his  power  without 
any  refearch  at  all. 

It  is  not  more  the  duty  than  it  is  the  intereft 
of  a  Prince,  to  aim  at  giving  tranquillity  to  his 
Government-.     But  thofe  who  advife  him  may 

.  have  an  ihtereft  in  diforder  and  confufion.  If 
the  opinion  of  the  people  is  againft  them,  they 
will  naturally  wifli  that  it  ihould  have  no  pre- 
valence. Here  it  is  that  the  people  muft  on 
their  part  Ihew  themfelves  fenfible  of  their  own 
value.  Their  whole  importance,  in  the  firfl 
iniftance,  and  afterwards  their  y/hole  freedom, 
is  at  ftake.  Their  freedom  cannot  long  furvive 
their  importance.  Here  it  is  that  the  natural 
ftrength  of  the  kingdom,  the  great  peers,  the 
leading  landed  gentlemen,  the  opulent  mer- 
chants and  manufadurers,  the  fubAantial  yeo- 
manry, mufl  interpofe,  to  refcue  their  Prince, 
themfeivesi  and  their  pofterity. 

We  arc  at  prefent  at  ilTue  upon  this  point.  We 
are  in  the,^reat  crifis  of  this  contention  j  and  the 
part  which  men  take  one  way  or  other,  will  ferve 
to  difcriminate  their  charaders  and  their  prin- 

f    -  cipks. 


ciples. 

will  re 

a  fyftei 

repugr 

confer 

ievcry  t 

time,  1 

tion,  c 

fyftem. 

Thei 

and  ma 

any  tha 

times  1 

attackei 

defignsi 

fied  a  m 

a  fyften 

formed, 

the  Sta 

fplendoi 

lation  fc 

the  incr 

been  urj 

abridgei 

fcheme 

only  ftri 

conftitu 

and  ftujT 

ing  Govi 

guid,  ui 

fearful  o: 

any  ufef 

foreign,^ 


fSE  OF 

rolce  between 
^et  light  and 
Tably  diftin- 
ofTible  for  a 
Government, 
as  will  give  a 
pie ;  without 
I  for  that  ab- 
which  while 
leans  of  ordi- 
owcr  without 

is  the  intereft 
ijuillity  to  his 
vife  him  may 
onfufion.  If 
I  ft  them,  they 
have  no  pre- 
ople  muft  on 
;  of  their  own 
;,  in  the  firft 
hole  freedom. 
It  long  furvive 
It  the  natural 
;at. peers,  the 
)puleht  mer- 
bAantial  yeq- 
their  Prince, 

his  point.  We 
ition  J  and  the 
her,  will  ferve 
nd  their  prin- 
,    ciples 


"•••^wipfip**^ 


THE  PRESENT  DISCONTENTjS.       51 
ciples.  Until  the  matter  is  decided,  the  country 
will  remain  in  its  present  confulion.    For  while 
a  fyftem  of  Adminiftration  is  attempted,  entirely 
repugnant  to  the  genius  of  the  people,  and  not 
conformable  to  the  plan  of  their  Governmeat, 
every  thing  muft  neceffftrily  be  difordered  for  a 
time,  until  this  fyftem  deftroys  the  conftitu- 
tion,  or  the  conftitution  gets  the  better  of  this 
lyftem.' :^(^^Kcfi-rs;'fn  -y^s ^  ■m^'i'-n^'^rKi  -<*r'j"-.  •;. 
There  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  peculiar  venom 
and  malignity  in  this  political  diftcmper  beyond 
any  that  I  have  heard .  or  read  of.     In  former 
times  the  projedors  of  arbitrary  Government 
attacked  only  the  liberties  of  their  country ;   a 
defign  furely  mifchievous  enough^to  have  fatis- 
fied  a  mind  of  the  moft  unruly  ambition.     BuC 
a  fyftem  unfavourable  to  freedom  may  be  fo 
formed,  as  confiderably  to  exalt  the  grandeur  of 
the  State ;  and  men  may  find  in  the  pride  and 
fplendor  of  that  profperity  fome  fort  of  confo- 
lation  for  the  lofs  of  their  folid  privileges,  indeed 
the  increafe  of  the  power  Of  the  State  has  often 
been  urged  by  artful  meii,  as  a  iM^etext  for  fome 
abridgement  of  the  public  li-berty.     But  the 
fcheme  of  the  junto  under  confideratiori,  aot 
only  ftrikes  a  palfy  into  every  nerve  of  ow  free 
conftitution,  but  in  the  far>c  degree  benuml>fi 
and  ftujufies  the  Whole  executive  power ;  render- 
ing Government  in  all  its  ^and  operations  laa-   ,. 
guid,  uncertain,  inei^aivci  making  Mi nifters 
fearful  of  attempting,  and.incapableofeKeemin^ 
any  ufeful  plan  of  domeftic  arrangement,  or  of 
foreign  politicks,     It  tends  to  produce  neither 
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the  fccurity  of  a  free  Government,  nor  tl)e 
energy  of  a  Monarchy  that  is  abfolute.  Ac- 
cordingly the  Crown  has  dwindled  away,  in 
proportion  to  the  unnatural  and  turgid  growth 
of  this  excfefccncc  on  the  Court. 

The  interior  Miniftry  arc  fenfible,  that  war  is 
a  fituation  which  fcts  in  its  full  light  the  value 
of  the  hearts  of  a  people ;  and  they  well  know, 
that  the  beginning  of  the  importance  of  the 

•  people  muft  be  the  end  of  theirs.     For  this 
reafonthey  difcovcr  upon  all  occafionsthe  utmoft 

•  fear  of  every  thing,  which  by  poffibility  may 
lead  to  fuch  an  even^.    I  do  not  mean  that  they 
manifeft  any  of  that  pious  fear  which  is  back- 
ward to  commit  the  fafety  of  the  country  to 
the  dubious  experiment  of  war.     Such  a  fear, 
being  the  tender  fenfation  of  virtue,  excited,  as 
it  is  regulated,  by  reafon,  frequently  (hews  itfelf 
in  a  feafonable  boldnefs,  which  keeps  danger  at 
a  diftance,  by  feeming  to  defpife  it.    Their  fear 
betrays  to  the  firft  glance  of  the  eye,  its  true 
caufe,  and  its  real  objedt.  Foreign  powers,  con- 
fident in  the  knowledge  of  their  charafter,  have 
not  fcrupled  to  violate  the  moft  folemn  treaties; 
and,'  in  defiance  of  them,  to  make  conqueftsin 
the  midft  of  a  general  peacd^  and  in  the  heart 
of  Europe.    Such  was  the  conqueft  of  Corfica, 
by  the  profeffed  enemies  of  the  freedom  of 
mankind,  in  defiance  of  thofe  who  were  former- 
ly its  profeffed  defenders.    .We  have  had  juft 
claims  upon  the  fame  powers  j  rights  which 
ought  to  have  been  facred  to  them  as  well  as  to 
us,  as  they  had  their  origin  in  our  lenity  and 

_   ^         ,  generofity 
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generofity  towards  France  and  Spain  in  the  day 
of  their  great  humiliation.  Such  I  call  the  ran- 
fom  of  Manilla,  and  the  demand  on  France  for 
the  Eaft  India  prifoners.  But  thefe  powers  put  a 
juft  confidence  in  their  refource  of  the  i/ou6k 
Cabinet.  Thefe  demands  (one  of  them  at  leaft) 
are  haftening  faft  towards  an  acquittal  by  pre- 
Icription.  Oblivion  begins  to  fpread  her  cob- 
webs over  all  our  fpirited  remonftrances.  Some 
of  the  moft  valuable  branches  of  our  trade  are 
alfo  on  the  point  of  perifliing  from  the  fame 
caufe.  I  do  not  mean  thofe  branches  which 
bear  without  the  hand  of  the  vine-drefTer  j  I 
mean  thofe  which  the  policy  of  treaties  had 
formerly  fecured  to  us  j  I  mean  to  mark  and 
;i>:ui(h  the  trade  of  Portugal,  the  lois  of 
'  '1,  and  the  power  of  the  Cabal,  have  one 
and  the  fame  aera. 

If,  by  any  chance,  the  Minifters  who  ftand 
before  the  curtain  poffefs  or  affe«a  any  fpirit. 
It  makes  little  or  no  impreflion.  Foreign  Courts 
and  Minifters,  who  were  among  the  firft  to  dif-  . 
cover  ajid   to  profit  by  this  invention  of  the 
double  Cabinet,  attend  very  little  to  their  re-, 
monftrances.     They  know  that  thofe  fhadows  ' 
of  Minifters  have  nothing  to  do  in  tlie  ultimate  ^ 
difpofal  of  things.     Jealoufics  and  animofities  . 
are  fedulouliy  nourifhed  in  the  outward  Admi-  j 
nitration,  and  have  been  even  confidered  as  a  1. 
ca^f^  Jine  qua  non  in  its  conftitution :  thence 
foreign  Courts  have  a  certainty,  that  nothing  , 
can  be  done  by  common  counfel  in  this  nation,  r 
If  one  of  thofe  Minifters  ofticially  takes  up  i , 
■    "*  E  3  bufinefs 
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bufinefs  with  pirit,  it  ferves  only  the  better  to 
lignalize  thw  meannefs  of  the  reft,  and  the  dif- 
cord  of  them  all.  His  collegues  in  office  are  in 
hafte  to  {hake  him  off,  and  to  difclaim  the 
whole  of  liis  proceedings.  Of  this  nature  was 
that  aftonifhing  tranfadlion,  in  which  Lord 
Rochford,  our  Ambaffador  at  Paris,  remon- 
ftrated  againft  the  attempt  upon  Corfica,  in 
confequence  of  a  direa  authority  from  Lord 
Si.clburnc.  This  remonftrance  the  French 
Minifter  treated  with  the  contempt  that  was 
natural  j  as  he  was  afliired,  from  the  Ambaffa- 
dor  of  his  Court  to  ours,  that  thefe  orders  of 
Lord  SheJburne  were  not  fupported  by  the  reft 
of  the  (I  had  like  to  have  faid  Britifh)  Admi- 
niftration.  Lord  Rochford,  a  man  of  fpirit, 
ceuld  not  endure. this  fituation.  The  confe- 
quences  were,  however,  curious. .  He  returns 
from  Paris,  and  comes  home  full  of  anger. 
Lord  Shelburne,  who  gave  the  orders,  is  oblig- 
ed to  give  up  the  feals.  Lord  Rochford,  who 
obeyed  thefe  orders,  receives  them.  He  goes, 
however,  into  another  department  of  the  fame 
office,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged  officially  to 
aCquiefce  in  one  fituation  under  what  he  had 
officially  rcmonftrated  againft  in  another.  At 
Paris,  the  Duke  of  Choifeul  confidered  this 
office  arrangement  as  a  compliment  Xd  him: 
here  it  was  fpoke  of  as  an  attention  to  the  de- 
licacy of  Lord  Rochford.  But  whether  ttie 
compliment  was  to  one  or  both,  to  this  nation 
it  was  the  fam^.  By  this  tranfadtion  the  con- 
dition of  our  Court  lay  expofed  i»  all  its  naked- 

nefs. 
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Inefs.  Our  office  correfpondence  has  loft  all 
pretence  to  authenticity;  Britifh  policy  is 
brought  into  derifion  in  thofe  nations,  that  a 
while  ago  trembled  at  the  power  of  our  arms, 
whilft  they  looked  up  with  confidence  to  t!ie 
equity,  firmnefs,  and  candour,  which  fhone  in 
lall  our  negotiations.  I  reprefent  this  matter  ex- 
adly  in  the  light  in  \yhich  it  has  been  univer- 
illy  received. 

Such  has  been  the  afpedlof  our  foreign  poli- 

|ticks,  under  the   influence  of  a  double  Cabinet. 

A'ith  fuch  an  arrangement  at  Court,  it  is  im- 

loffiblc  it  fliould  have  been  otherwife.     Nqr 

it  poffible  that  this  fcheme  fhould  have  a^ 
Jtter  effeft  upon  the  government  of  our  depen- / 
Itiicies,  the  firft,  the  dcareft,  and  rnofl  delicate/  r^' 
bjefts,  of  the  interior  policy  of  this  empire  J 
file  Colonies  know,  that  Adminiftration  is  fe-  '7 . 
arated  from  the  Court,  divided  within  itfelf,';   . 
;;i(i  detcfted  by  the  nation.    The  double  Cabinet  ] 
lis,  in  both  the  parts  of  it,  fliewn  the  moft  ma^  / 
ligpant  difpofitions  towards  them,  without  be-*;  ; 
\\i^  able  to  do  them  the  fmallefl:  mifchjef.  ^   . 

They  are  convinced,  by  fufficient  experience, 
lh.it  no  plan,  either  of  lenity  or  rigour,  can  be 
liirlued    with    uniformity    and    perfeverance.^ 
'hercfore   they  turn  their  eyes  entirely  from' 
reat  Britain,  where  they  have  neither  depen-j 
nee  on  friendfliip,  nor  apprehenfion  from  en-/.  . . 
nity.     They  look  to  themfelves,  and  tlicirown  9 
rrangementg.     They  grow  every  day  into  alie-')  * 
latipn  froni  this  covmtryj  and  whilft  they  are 
(ecoming  ..4ilconneded  with  pur  Government/ 
Mf^tv.    '    .        'E  4  ■    ■    ■'•'     *,-"■   we' 
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we  have  not  the  confolation  to  find,  that  they 

are  even  friendly  in  their  new  independence. 

.'"'Nothing  can  equal  the  futility,  the  weaknefs, 

'^  the  rafhnefs,  the  timidity,  the  perpetual  con- 

!  tradiaion,  in  the  management  pf  our  affairs  in 

Uhatpartof  the   world.     A  volume   might  be 

^  written  on  this  melancholy  fubje^: ;  but  it  were 

better  to  leave  it  entirely  to  the  reflexions  of  the 

reader  himfelf  than  not  to  treat  it  in  the  extent 

it  defer  ves.  '^^. 

In  what  manner  our  domeftic  ceconomy  is 
aflfeaed  by  this  fyftem,  it  is  necdlefs  to  ex- 
plain.    It  is  the  perpetual  fubjed  of  their  own 

complaints.  i    i     • 

The  Court  Party  refoWe  the  whole  into 
faaion.  Having  faid  fomething  before  upon 
this  fubjedt,  I  ihall  only  obferve  here,  that 
when  they  give  this  account  of  the  preva- 
lence  of  faction,  they  prefent  no  very  favourable 
afpea  of  the  confidence  of  the  people  m  their 
own  Government.  They  may  be  affured,  that 
however  they  amufe  themfelves  with  a  variety 
of  projeds  for  fubftituting  fomething  elfe  in 
the  place  of  that  great  and  only  foundation  of 
Government,  the  confidence  of  the  people,  every 
'  attempt  will  but  make  their  condition  worfe, 
When  m^n  imagine  that  their  food  is  only  a 
cover  for  poifon,  and  when  they  neither  love 
nor  truft  the  hand  that  ferves  it,  it  is  not  the 
name  of  the  roaft  beef  of  Old  England,  that  will 
perfuade  them  to  fit  down  to  the  table  that  is 
fpread  for  them.  When  the  people  conceive 
that  laws,   and  tribunals,    and  even  popular 

^flemblics- 
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aflemblies,  are  perverted  from  the  ends  of  their 
inllitution,  they  find  in  thofe  names  of  degene- 
rated eftablifhnients  only  new  motives  to  dif- 
content.     Thofe  bodies,  which,  when  full  of 
lire  and   beauty,  lay  in  their   arms,  and  were 
their  joy  and  comfort,  when  dead  and  putrid, 
become  but  the  more  loathfome  from  remem- 
brance of  former  endearments.  A  fullen  gloom, 
and  furious  diforder,  prevail  by  fits  j  the  nation 
lofes  its  relifli  for  peace  and  profperity,  as  it  did 
in  that  feafon  of  fullnefs  which  opened  our 
troubles   in  the  time  of  Charles  the  Firft.     A 
fpecies  of  men  to  whom  a  ftate  of  order  would 
become  a  fentence  of  obfcurity,  are  nourifhed 
into  a  dangerous  magnitude  by  the  heat  of  in- 
teftine  difturbr-nces ;  and  it  is  no  wonder  that, 
by  a  fort  of  finifter  piety,  they  cherifli,  in  their 
turn,  the  diforders  which,  are  the  parents  of  all 
their  confequence.  Superficial  obfervers  confider 
fuch  perfons  as  the  caufe  of  the  public  uneafi- 
nefs,  when,    in  truth,  they  are  nothing  more 
than  the  effedt  of  it.     Good  men  look  upon  this 
diftradted  fcene  with   forrovv  and  indignation. 
Their  hands  are  tied  behind  them.     They  are 
defpoiled  of  all  the  power  which  might  enable 
them  to  reconcile  the  ftrength  of  Government 
\vith   the   rights   of   the  people.     They  ftandf 
in  a  moft  diftrcffing  alternative.     But  in  the/ 
eledion   among  evils  they  hope  better  things; 
from  temporary  confufion,  than  from  eftablifhedl 
fervitude.     In  the  mean  time,  the  voice  of  law/ 
is  not  to  be  heard.    Fierce  licentioufners  beget* 
violent  reftraints.    The  military  arm  is  the  fole 

s.  reliance  j 


58      THOUGHTS  ON  THE  CAUSE  OF 

reliance  ;  and  then,  call  your  conflitutlon  what 
you  nlealc,  it  is  the  Tword  that  governs.  The 
civil  power,  like  every  other  that  calls  in  the 
aid  of  an  ally  Itronger  than  itlclf,  periflies  hy 
the  alTiftancc  it  receives.  But  the  contrivers 
of  this  fcheme  of  Government  will  not  truft 
folely  to  the  military  power;  becaufe  they  arc 
cunning  men.  Their  reftlefs  and  crooked  fpirit 
drives  them  to  rake  in  the  dirt  of  every  kind 
of  expedient.  Unable  to  rule  the  multitude, 
they  endeavour  to  raife  divifions  amongft  them. 
One  mob  is  hired  to  deftroy  another ;  a  pro- 
cedure which  at  once  encourages  the  boldnefs 
of  the  populace,  and  juftly  increafes  their  dif- 
content.  Men  become  penfioners  of  ftate  on 
account  of  their  abilities  in  the  array  of  riot, 
and  the  difcipline  of  confufion.  Government 
is  put  under  the  difgraceful  nepeflity  of  pro- 
tedling  from  the  feverity  of  the  laws  that  very 
licentioufnefs,  which  the  laws  had  been  hefoje 
violated  to  reprefs.  Every  thing  partakes  of 
the  original  diforder.  Anarchy  ^predominates 
without  freedom,  and  fervituae  without  fub- 
miffion  or  fubordination.  Thefe  are  the  con- 
fcquences  inevitable  to  our  public  peace,  from 
the  fcheme  of  rendering  the  executory  Govern- 
ment at  once  odious  and  feeble;  of  freeing 
Adminiftration  from  the  conftitutional  and  fa- 
lutary  controul  of  Parliament,  and.  inventing 
for  it  a  new  controul,  unknown  to  the  confti- 
tution,  an  interior  Cabinet ;  which  brings  the 
whole  body  of  Government  int9  confufjon  and 
contempt.     .,,^  .;..,,. .,^i^«,^     .,£,^«,*.«,a*   .... 
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After  having  ftated,  as  fliortly  as  I  am  able, 
Ithc  effedls  of  this  fyftem  on  our  foreign  affairs. 
Ion  the  policy  of  our  Government  with  regard  to 
lour  dependencies,  and  on  the  interior  CEConomy 
lof  the  Commonwealth  j  there  remains  only,  in 
Ithis  part  of  my  delign,  to  fay  fomething  of 
Ithe  grand  principle  which  iirft  recommended 
(this  fyftem  at  Court.  The  pretence  was,  to 
prevent  the  King  from  being  enflaved  by  a 
Badion,  and  made  a  prifoner  in  his  clofet.  This 
tfcheme  might  have  been  expeded  to  anfwer  at 
jlcailits  own  end,  and  to  indemnify  the  King,  in 
bis  perfon^l  capacity,  for  all  the  confufion  into 
Kvhich  it  has  thrown  his  Governrnent.  But  has 
It  in  reality  anfwered  this  purpofe  ?  I  am  fure, 
[fit  had,  every  affedionate  fubjedt  would  have 
W  motive  for  enduring  with  patience  all  the 
m\&  which  attend  it.  «.  '  ,.:^.«  ««  ...r.^' 

In  order  to  come  at  the  truth  in  this  matter, 

may  not  be  amifs  to  confider  it  fomewhat  in 
petail.     I  fpeak  here  of  the   King,  and  not  of 
the  Crown  J    the  interefts  of  which  we  have 
jlready  touched.  Independent  of  that  greatnefs 
vhich  a  King  poffefles  merely  by  being  a  repre— «» 
tentative  of  the  national  dignity,  the  things  in^ 
Vhich  he  may  have  an  individual  intereft  feemj 
jo  be  thefe  :  wealth  accumulated  j  wealth  fpent) 

magnilicepce,  pleafure,  or  beneficence ;  per- 1 

nnal  refpe<f\  apd  attention ,  and  above  all,  pri--^ 

ate  eaie  and  rppofe  of  mind.     Thefe  compofes 

[le  inventory  of  jprofperous  circumlla.ices,  whe->i# 

pier  they  regard  a  Prince  or  a  fubjedtj  theijff; 

;i^iiv.*"iv^*  »i  |-i*.^.       enjoymentr?^ 
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enjoyments  differing    only  in  the  fcale  upon 
which  they  arc  tbnned.  '-♦^*  **rf   i-% 

Sguppot'c  then  we  were  to  aflc,  whether  the 
King  has  been  richer  than  his  predecclTors  in 
acciiLnulatcd  wcakh,  iincc  the  eftabhlhmentof 
the  plan  of  Favoiiritil'm  ?  I  believe  it  will  be 
found  that  the  pidure  of  royal  indigence  which 
our  Court  has  prcfented  until  this  year,  has 
been  truly  humiliating.  Nor  has  it  been  relieved 
from  this  unfeemly  diflrefs,  but  by  means  which 
have  hazarded  the  afFcdtion  of  the  people,  and 
Ihaken  their  confidence  in  Parliament.  If  the 
public  treafures  had  been  exhaufted  in  magni- 
ficence and  fplendour,  this  diftrefs  would  have 
been  accounted  for,  and  in  fome  mcafure 
^'juftified.  Nothing  would  be  more  unworthy 
"^  of  this  nation,  than  with  a  mean  and  mechanical 
]  rule,  to  mete  ott  the  fplendour  of  the  Crown. 
)  Indeed  I  have  found  very  few  perfons  difpofcd 
to  fo  ungenerous  a  procedure.  But  the  gene- 
Tali  ty  of  people,  it  muft  be  confefled,  do  fcela 
good  deal  mortified,  when  they  compare  the 
wants  of  the  Court  with  its  expences.  They  do 
not  behold  the  caufe  of  this  diftrefs  in  any  part 
of  the  apparatus  of  Royal  magnificence.  In  all 
this,  they  fee  nothing  but  the  operations  of  par- 
limony,  attended  with  all  the  confequences  of 
profuUon.  Nothing  expended,  nothing  faved. 
Their  wonder  is  increased  by  theif  knowledge, 
that  befides  the  revenue  fettled  on  his  Majefty's 
Civil  Lift  to  the  amount  of  800,000/.  a  year, 
He  has  a  farther  aid,  from  a  large  penfion  lift, 
pear  90,000/.  a  year,  in  Ireland  i  from  the  pro- 
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ducc  of  the  Dutchy  of  Lancarter  (which  we 
are  told  has  been  greatly  improved);  from  tho 
revenue  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall ;  from  the 
American  quit-rents  j  from  the  four  and  a  half 
fir  cent,  duty  in  the  Leeward  Illands ;  this  lall 
worth  to  be  fure  confiderably  more  than  40,000/. 
a  year.  The  whole  is  certainly  not  much  Ihort 
of  a  million  annually.  ; 

Thcfc  are  revenues  within    the  knowledge 
and  cognizance  of  our  national  Councils.     We 
have  no  dired  right  to  examine  into  the  recci})ts 
from  his  Majefty's  German  Dominit  ns,  and  the 
Bilhoprick  of  Ofnabrug.     This  is  unqueftiona- 
bly  true.  But  that  which  is  not  within  the  pro- 
vince of  Parliament,  is  yet  within  thefphereof 
every  man's  own  reflexion.     If  a  foreign  Prince 
relided  amongft:  us,  the  ftatc  of  his  revenues 
could  not  fail  of  becoming  the  fubjedt  of  our 
fpeculation.     Filled  with  an  anxious   concern 
for  whatever  regards  the  welfare  of  our  So- 
vereign,   it  is  impoflible,  in    confidering   the 
miferable    circumftances    into    which  he  has 
been  brought,  that  this  obvious  topick  fliould 
be  entirely  paflTed  over.     There  is  an  opinion 
univerfal,  that  thefe  revenues  produce  fomething 
not  inconfiderable,  clear  of  all  charges  andefta-  . 
blifliments.     This  produce  the  people  do  not 
believe  to  be  hoarded,  nor  perceive  to  be  fpent. ' 
It  is  accounted  for  in  the  only  manner  it  can, 
by  fuppoiing  that  it  is  drawn  away,  for  the  fup- 
portof  that  Court  Faftion,  which,  whilft  it  dif- 
trefles  the  nation,  impoverishes  the  Prince  in  \ 
every  one  of  his  refources.  I  once  more  caution; 

the 
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the  reader,  that  I  do  not  urge  this  confidcration, 
concerning  the  foreign  revenue,  as  if  I  luppoleil 
we  had  a  dired  right  to  exanune  into  the  ex- 
penditure of  any  part  of  it;  hut  folely  for  the 
purpofe  of  Ihewing  how  little  this  lyliem  of 
I-'avouritifm  has  been  advantageous  to  the 
Monarch  hinifelf;  which,  without  inogniti- 
cence,  has  funk  him  into  a  ftate  of  unnatural  I 
poverty  ;  at  tl^c  fame  time  that  he  poflefled  every 
jneans  of  afiiuence,  from  ample  revenues,  both 
in  this  country,  and  in  other  parts  of  his  domi- 
nions. 

Has  this  fyftcm  provided  better  for  the  trcat- 
'7^  nent  becoming  l.is*  high  and  facred  charadcr, 
and  fecured  the  King  from  thofe  difgufts  at-i 
tachcd  to  the  necelTity  of  employing  men  who 
are  not  perfonally  agreeable?  This  is  a  topick' 
iipon  which  for  many  reafonR  I  could  with  to  be 
filent ;  but  the  pretence  of  fecuring  againft  fuch  I 
caufcs  of  uneafinefs,  is  the  corner-ftone  of  the ' 
Court  Party.  It  has  however  fo  happened,  that 
if  I  were  to  fix  upon  any  one  point,    in  which  [ 
this  fyftem    has    been    m6rc    particularly  and! 
(hamefully  blameable,  the  effedh  which  it  has  I 
produced  would  juftify  me  in  choofing  for  that' 
point  its  tendency  to  degrade  the  perfonal  dig- 
nity of  the  Sovereign,  and  to  expofe  him  to  a  I 
thoufand  contradictions  and  mortifications.    It' 
is  but  too  evident  in  what  manner  thefe  pro- 
jedtors  of  Royal  greatnefs  have  fulfilled  all  their  I 
magnificerft  promifes.     Without  recapitulating 
all  the  circumftances  of  the  rei^n,  everyone  of 
which  is  more  or  lefs  a  melancholy  proof  of  the 

truth! 
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truth  of  what  I  have  advanced,  let  us  confidcr 
the  language  of  the  Court  but  a  few  years  ago, 
concerning  moft  of  the  pcrfons  now  in  the  ex- 
ternal Adminillration  :  let  me  alk,  whether  any 
enemy  to  the  perfui.al  feelings  of  the  Sovereign, 
could  pofllbly  contrive  a  keener  inrtrumcnt  of 
mortification,  and  degradation   of  all  dignity, 
than  almoft  every   part   and    member  of   the 
prefent  arrangement?  nor,  in  the  whole  courfc 
of  our  hiftory,  has  any  compliance   with    the 
will  of  the  people  ever   been   known  to   ex- 
tort from  any  Prince  a  greater  contradidlion  to 
all  his  own  declared  affcdions  and  dillikes  tl  an 
that  which  is  now  adopted,  in  diredl  oppofition 
to  every  thing  the  people  approve  :xiu{  defire.   . 
An  opinion  prevails,  that  grcatnefs  has  been 
more  than  once  advifed  to  lubmit  to  certain 
condefcenfions  towards  individuals,  which  have 
been  denied  to  the  entreaties  of  a  nation.     For 
the  meaneft  and  moft  dependent  inftrument  of 
this  fyftem  knows,  that  there  are  hours  when 
its  exiftcnce  may  depend  upon  his  adherence  to 
it;    and   he  takes  his  advantage  accordingly. 
Indeed  it  is  a  law  of  nature,  that  whoever  is  ne- 
cellitry  to  what  we  have  made  our  objecfl:,  is  fure 
in  fome  way,  or  in  fome  time  or  other,  to  be- 
come our  mafter.     All  this  however  is  fub- 
mitted  to,  in  order  to  avoid  that  monft'-n-c  evil 
of  governing  in  concurrence  with  the  opinion 
of  the  people.     For  it  feems  to  be  laid  down 
as  a  maxim,  that  a  King  has  fome.  fort  of  in- 
tcreft  in  giving  uneafinefs  to  his  fubjcds :  that 
all  who  are  pleafing  to  them,  are  to  be  of  courfe 

difagrecable 
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difagreeable  to  him :  that  as  loon  as  the  per- 
fons  who  are  odious  at  Court  are  knowii  to  be 
odious  to  the  people,  it  is  fuatched  at  as  a  lucky 
occafion  of  fliowering  down  upon  them  all  kinds 
of  emoluments  and  honours.  None  are  con- 
fidered  r.  wcU-wifliers  to  the  Crown,  but  thofe 
who  advife  to  fome  unpopular  courfeof  aftibn; 
none  capable  of  ferving  it,  but  thofe  who  are 
obliged  to  call  at  every  inftant  upon  all  its 
power  for  the  fafety  of  their  lives.  None  are 
fuppofed  to  be  fit  priefts  in  the  temple  of  Go- 
vernment, but  the  perfons  who  are  compelled 
to  fly  into  it  for  fanduary.  Such  is  the  effed 
of  this  refined  projedt  j  fuch  is  ever  the  refultof 
all  the  contrivances  which  are  ufed  to  free  men 
i*rom  the  fervitude  of  their  reafon,  and  from  the 
neceflity  of  ordering  their  aflfairs  according  to 
their  evident  interefts.  Thefe  contrivances  ob 
lige  them  to  run  into  a  real  and  ruinous  fervi- 
tude, in  order  to  avoid  a  fuppofed  reftraint  that 
might  be  attended  with  advantage. 

If  therefore  this  fyftem  has  fo  ill  alifwered  itJ 
own  grand  pretence  of  faving  the  King  from  the 
necelTity  of  employing  perfons  difagreeable  to 
him,  has  it  given  more  peace  and  tranquillity  to 
his  Majefty's  private  hours  ?  No,  moft  certainly. 
The  father  of  his  people  cannot  poflibly  enjoy 
repofe,  while  his  family  is  in  fuch  a  flate  of 
diftraftion.  Then  what  has  the  Crown  or 
the  King  profited  by  all  this  fine-w^rought 
fcheme  ?  Is  he  more  rich,  or  more  fplendid,  or 
more  powerful,  or  more  at  his  eafe,  by  fo  many 
labours  and  contrivances  ?  Have  they  not  beg- 
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gared  his  Exchequer,  tarniflied  the  fplendor  of 
his  Court,  funk  his  dignity,  galled  his  feelings, 
difcompofed  the  whole  order  and  happinefs  of  his 
private  life  ?  *"^^ 

It  will  be  very  hard,  I  believe,  to  ftate  in 
what  refpedt  the  King  has  profited  by  that  Fac- 
tion which  prefumptuoully  choofe  to  call  them- 
felves  his  friends. 

If  particular  men  had  grown  into  an  attach- 
ment, by  the  dirtinguifhed  honour  of  the  fociety 
of  their  Sovereign  j  and,  by  being  the  partakers 
of  his  amufements,  came  fometimes  to  prefer  th^ 
gratification  of  his  perfonal  im  .inations  to  the 
fupport  of  his  high  charader,  the  thing  would 
be  very   natural,  and   it    would    be   excufable 
enough.     But  the  pleaflint  part  of  the  ffory  is, 
thu  thefe  Kings  friends  have  no   more  ground 
for  ufurping  fuch  a  title,  than  a  refident  free- 
holder in  Cumberland  or  in  Cornwall.     They 
are  only  known  to  their  Sovereign  by  kifTing  his 
bnd,  for  the  offices,  penfions,  and  grants,  into 
ivhich  they  have  deceived  his   benignity.     May 
loflorm  ever  come,  which  will  put  the  firmnefs 
>f  their  attachment  to  the  proof;  and  which,  in 
hemidfl  of  eonfufions,  and  terrors,  and  fufFer- 
ngs,  may  demonfirate  the  eternal  diii^erence  be- 
ween  a  true  and  fevere  friend  to  the  Monarchy, 
nd  a  flippery  fycophant  of  the  Court !    ^lantum 
4<iofcurra  dlftabit  amicus. 
So  far  I  have  confidered  the  efFedt  of  the  Court 
jftem,  chiefly  as  it  operates  upon  the  executive 
'overnment,  on  the  temper  of  the  people,  and 
n  the  happinefs  of  the  Sovereign.     It  remains, 

F  that 
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that  we  fhould  confidet,  with  a  little  attention, 
its  operation  upon  Parliament. 

Parliament  was  indeed  the  great  obje£l  of  all 
theCe  politicks,  the  end  at  which  they  aimed 
as  well  as  the  inftrument  by  which  they  were  to 
operate      But,  before  Parliament  could  be  made 
fubfervient  to  a  fyftem,  by  which  it  was  to  be 
degraded  from  the  dignity  of  a  national  counc.lJ 
into  a  mere  member  of  the  Court    it  muft  be 
greatly  changed  from  its  origmal  charadter. 
^  In  fpeaking   of  this    body,  I  have  my  eye 
chiefly  on  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     1  hope! 
fhall  be  indulged  in  a  few  obfervations  on  the 
nature  and  charader  of  that  affembly  j  not  with 
regard  to  its  legal  form  and  power,  but  to  its 
fpirit,  and  to  the  purpofes  it  is  meant  to  anfwerj 

"in  the  conftitution.  r  j     •  • 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  was  fuppofed  origi- 
nally to  be  no  part  of  the  Jianding  Govenment\ 
of  this  country.     It  was  confidered  as  Y'"^''j\ 
iffuing  immedici^u:  from  the  people,  and  fpeedily 
to  be  refolved  inio  the  mafs  from  whence  it 
arofe.     In  this  refped  it  was  in  the  higher  part 
of  Government  what  juries  are  m  the  lower. 
The  capacity  of  a  magiftrate  being  tranfitory, 
and  that  of  a  citizen  permanent,  the  latter  ca- 
pacity  it  was  hoped  would  of  courfe  preponderat 
in  all  difcuffions.  not  only  between  the  people  and 
the  (landing  authority  of  the  Crown,  but  betweeri 
the  people  and  the  fleeting  authority  of  the  Hoi^ 
of  Commons  itfelf.     It  was  hoped  that,  being  ot 
a  middle  nature  between  fubjedtandGovernmentJ 
they  would  feel  with  a  more  lender  and  a  neare^ 
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intereft  every  thing  that  concerned  the  people^ 
than  the  other  remoter  and  more  permanent  parts 
of  Legiflature. 

Whatever  alterations  time  and  the  neceflliry 
accommodation  of  bufmefs  may  have  introduced^ 
this  charadler  can  never  be  furtained,  unlefs  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  /hall  be  made  to  bear  fome 
ftamp  of  the  adual  difpofition  of  the  people  at 
large.  ^   It  would  (among  public  misfortunes)  be 
an  evil   more  natural  and    tolerable,  that   the 
I  Houfe  of  Commons    fhould   be  infeded   with 
every  epidemical  phrenfy  of  the  people,  as  this 
Ivvould  indicate  fome  confanguinity,  fome  fym- 
Ipathy  of  nature  with   their  conllituents,  than 
Ithat  they  (hould  in  all  cafes  be  wholly  untouched 
Iby  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the   people  out 
lof  doors.     By  this  want  of  fympathy  they  would 
jceafe  to  be  an  Koufe  of  Commons.     For  it  is 
Inot  the  derivation  of  the  power  of  that  Houfe 
Tfrom  the  people,  which   makes  it  in  a  diflind 
benfe  their  reprefentative.     The  King  is  the  re- 
Wefentative  of  the  people ;  fo  are  the  Lords  j  lo 
pre  the  Judges.  They  all  are  trultees  for  the  people, 
ps  well  as  the  Commons  j  becaufe  no  power  is 
Wen  for  the  fole  fake  of  the  holder ;  and   al- 
Jgh  Government  certainly  is  an  inftitution  of 
)ivine  authority,  yet  its  forms,  and  the  pcrfons 
vho  adminifter  it,  all  originate  from  the  people. 

A  popular  origin  cannot  therefore  be  the  cha- 
hderiftical  diftindion  of  a  popular  reprefentative. 
pis  belongs  equally  to  all  parts  of  Government, 
Indin  all  forms.  The  virtue,  fpirit,  and  efTence 
pa  Houfe  of  Commons  confiAs  in  its  being  the 

F  2  cxprefs 
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cxprefs  imf^ge  of  the  feelings  of  the  nation.    It  ■  great,  wi 
was  not  inftituted  to    be  a  controul   iipo7i  the  |  popular  p 
people,  as  of  late    it   has  been   taught,    by  a 
dodrine  of  the  moft  pernicious  tendency.    It  was 
defigned  as   a  controul  for  the  people.     Other 
inftitutions   have  been   formed  for  the  purpofe 
of  checking   popular  exceffcs ; , and  they  are,  I 
apprehend,  fully  adequate  to  their  objedl.    If  not, 
they  ought  to  be  rrjade  fo.     The  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, as  it  was  never  intended  for  the  lupportn 
peace  and  fubordination,  is  miferably  appointed 
for  that  fervice ;  having  no  flronger  weapon  than 
its  Mace,  and   no  better  officer  than  its  Serjeant 
at  Arms,  which  it  can  command  of  its  own  proper 
authority.     A  vigilant  and  jealous  eye  over  ex- 
ecutory and  judicial  magiftracy  j  an  anxious  care 
of  public  money,  an  opennefs,  approaching  to- 
wards facility,  to  public  complaint :  thefe  feem 
to  be  the  true  charadleriftics  of  an  Houfe  of 
Commons.     But  an  addrefling  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  a  petitioning  nation;  an  Houfe  of 
Commons  full  of  confidence,  when  the  nation  is 
plunged  in  defpair  j  in  the  utmoft  harmony  with 
Minifters,  whom  the  people  regard  with  the 
utmoft  abhorrence  j  who  vote  thanks,  when  the 
public  opinion  calls  upon  them  for  impeachments; 
who  are  eager  to  grant,   when  the  general  voice 
demands  account;  who,  in  all  difputes  between 
the  people  and  Adminiftration,  prcfume  againft  ' 
the  people  J  who  punifli  their  difcrders,  but  refufe    adliiry    t 
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this  is  an  unnatural,  a  monftrous  (late  of  things 
in  this  confiitution.     Such  an  Affembly  may  be; 
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Igreat    wife,  aweful  Senate;  but  it  is  not  to  any 
popular  purpc^fc  an  Iloufc  of  Commons      This 
change  from  an  immediate  ftate  of  procuration 
ML  liclegation    to  a  courfe   of  adinj?  as  from 
ongir.al  power,  is   the  way   in   which   al!    the 
popular  magiflr;icies  in    the   world    have    been 
perverted  from  tlicir  purpofcs.      Jt  is  indeed  their 
greatdt  and  lometmies  their  incuwble  corruption 
hr  there  is  a  material  diftindion   between  that 
corruption  by  which  particular  points  are  carried 
againll  reafon,   (this  is  a  thing  which  cannot  be 
prevented  by  human  wjfdom,  and  is  of  lefs  con- 
lequence)  and  the  corruption  of  the  principle 
Htldh  l^or  then  the  evil  is  not  accidental,  butfet- 


For  my  part,  I  fhall  be  compelled  to  conclude 
the  principle  of  Parliament  to   be   totally  cor- 
rupted, and  therefore  its  ends  entirely  defeated, 
vhen  I  fee  two  fymptoms  :  firft,  a  rule  of  indif- 
:nminate  fupport  to  all  Minifters ;  becaufe  this 
lllroys  the  very  end  of  Parliament  as  a  controul 
m  IS  a  general  previous  fanclion  to  miP^overn- 
nent :  and  fecondly,  the  fetting  up  any^laims 
averfe   to  the  r.^mt  of  free  eledlion /for  this 
ends   to   lubvert   the  legal  authority  by  which 
ne .  ,oufe  of  Commons  fits. 
I  know  that,  fince  the  Revolution,  along  wit»x 
nany  dangerous,  many  ufeful  powers  of  Govern- 
ment have    been    we  ^ened.     It  is   abfolutely 
ccciary    to    have    frequent    recourfe    to    the 
»egi{lature.     Parliaments     muft     therefore    fif 
■cry  year,  and  for  great  part  of  the  year.     The 
readful  diforders  of  frequent  eledions  hav-^  allb 
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neceflitated  a  feptenniai  iiificad  of  a  triennial 
duration.  Tiiefe  rircu!Ti fiance?,  I  mean  the 
conftant  habit  of  authurit  %  and  rhe  vmiVequency 
of  eledions,  bave  tended  v<^ry  mu^h  'o  draw 
the  Houie  oi  Commons  iown.ics  tiv:  narader 
of  a  ftaiiding  Senate.  It  is  a  difordcr  which  has 
arifen  f:on  the  cu;-  of  greater  diforders ;  it  has 
lAfifen  from  the  extreme,  difficulty  of  reconciling 
liberty  under  n  monarchical  Govenmeiit,  with 
txternal  i];fcn£>,th  and  with  internal  tranquil- 
lity. 

it  is  very  clear  that  we  cannot  free  ourfelves 
entirely  from  this  great  inconvenience  j  but  I 
would  not  increaie  an  evil,  becaufe  I  was  not 
able  to  remove  it ;  and  becaufe  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  keep  live  Houfe  of  Commons  reli- 
gioufly  true  to  it;  firll  principles,  I  would  not 
argue  for  carrying  it  to  a  total  oblivion  of  them. 
This  has  been  the  great  fcheme  of  power  in  our 
time.  1  hey  who  will  not  conform  their  condud 
to  the  public  good,  and  cannot  fupport  it  by  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown,  have  adopted  a  new 
plan.  They  have  totally  abandoned  the  fhattered 
and  old-falhioned  fortrcfs  of  prerogative,  and 
made  a  lodgement  in  the  ilrong-hold  of  Parlia- 
inent  itfelf.  If  they  have  any  evil  defign  to 
which  there  is  no  ordinary  legal  power  com 
menfurate,  they  bring  it  into  Parliament.  In 
Parliament  the  whole  is  executed  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end.  In  Parliament  the  power  o 
obtaining  their  objeft  is  ablblute ;  and  the  fafety 
in  the  proceeding  perfect ;  no  rules  to  confine, 
jio  after  reckonings  to  terrify.  Parliament 
*  ■     "■  -  ■    '  cinnotl 
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cannot  with  any  great  propriety  punifh  others, 
for  things  in  which  they  themfelvcs  have  been 
accomplices.  Thus  the  controul  of  Parliament 
upon  the  executory  power  is  loft;  becaufe  Par- 
liament is  made  to  partake  in  every  confiderablc 
adl  of  Government.  Impeachment^  that  great 
nuardian  of  the  purity  of  the  Corijiitution,  is  in 
danger  of  being  loji,  even  to  the  idea  of  it. 

By  this  plan  feveral  important  ends  are  nnfwer- 
ed  to  the  Cabal.  If  the  authority  of  Parliament 
fupports  itfelf,  the  credit  of  every  adl  of  Govern- 
ment which  they  contrive,  is  faved ;  but  if  the 
ad  be  fo  very  odious  that  the  whole  flrength  of 
Parliament  is  infufficient  to  recommend  it,  then 
Parliament  is  itfelf  difcrcdited;  and  this  difcrcdit 
increafes  more  and  more  that  indifference  to  the 
conftitution,  which  it  is  the  conftant  aim  of  its 
enemies,  by  their  abufe  of  Parliamentary  powers, 
to  render  general  among  the  people.  Whenever 
Parliament  is  perfuaded  to  afl'ume  the  otfices  of 
executive  Government,  it  will  lofe  all  tiie  con- 
fidence, love,  and  veneration,  which  it  has  ever 
enjoyed  whilll  it  was  fuppofed  the  correSlive  and 
controul oi  the  adting  pov/ers  of  the  State.  This 
would  be  the  event,  though  its  conduct  in  fuch 
a  perverfion  of  its  fundions  fliould  be  tolerably 
jull  and  moderate;  but  if  it  fliould  be  iniqui-- 
£ou?,  vi(>lent,  full  of  paflion,  and  full  of  fadion, 
it  would  be  confidercd  as  the  mofl  intolerable  of 
all  the  modes  of  tyranny.  •  "      • 

For  a  confiderable  time  this  feparatlon  of  tl^e 
reprefentatives  from  their  conftituents  went  on 
viih  a  filent  progrefs  j  and  had  thofe,  who  con- 
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dufted  the  plan  for  their  total  reparation,  been 
perfons  of  temper  and  abilities  any  way  equal  lo 
the  rnagrjitude  of  their  defign,  the  fuccefs  would 
have  been  infallible  :  but  by  their  precipitancy 
they  have  laid  it  open  in  all  its  nakedncfa ;  the 
nation  is  alarmed  at  it ;  and  the  event  inay  not 
be  plcalant  to  the  contrivers  of  the  fcheme.  In 
the  laH:  fefiion,  the  corps  called  the  King's  friends 
made  an  hardy  attempt  all  at  once,  to  alter  tk 
right  of  elcclioii  itfclfy  to  put  it  into  the  power 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  difablc  any  pcrfon 
difagreeablc  to  them  from  fitiing  in  Parliament, 
without  any  other  rule  than  their  own  pleafurcj 
to  make  incapacities,  either  general  for  defcrip- 
iioi.c,  of  men,  or  particular  for  individuals ;  and 
*j  t:.*'.^  into  their  body,  perfons  who  avowedly 
lir.d  nt'er  been  chofen  by  the  majority  of  legal 
eiedtors,  nor  agreeably  to  any  known  rule  of  law. 

The  arguments  upon  which  this  claim  was 
founded  and  combated,  are  not  my  bufmefs  here. 
Never  has  a  fubje^St  been  more  amply  and  more 
learnedly  handled,  nor  upon  one  fide  in  my 
opinion  more  fatisfadtorily ;  they  who  are  not 
convinced  by  what  is  already  written  would  not 
receive  convidion  though  one  arofefrom  the  dead. 

I  too  have  thought  on  this  fubjedl :  but  my 
purpofe  here,  is  only  to  confider  it  as  a  part  of 
the  favourite  projecl  of  Government;  to  obfcrvc 
on  the  motives  which  led  to  it  j  and  to  trace  it;; 
political  confequences. 

A  violent  rage  for  the  punifliment  of  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  the  pretence  of  the  whole.  This 
gentleman,  by  fetting  himfelf  flrongly  in  oppo- 
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lition  to  the  Court  Cabal,  had  become  at  once  an 
ohjedt  of  their  pcrlccutioi),  and  of  the  popular 
favour.  The  hatred  of  the  Court  Party  purfu- 
i\r^,  and  the  countenance  of  the  people  protccling 
hini,  it  very  foon  became  not  at  all  a  queaion 
on  the  man,  but  a  trial  of  flrength  between  the 
fA-o  parties.  The  advantage  of  the  vi^ory  in  this 
particular  contell  was  the  prefent,  but  not  the 
only,  nor  by  any  means  the  principal,  objea:. 
Its  operation  upon  the  chara^'ter  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  was  the  great  point  in  view.  The 
point  to  be  gained  by  the  Cabal  was  this  j  that 

l^preceden  tfliou Id  be  eflabliflKd,  tending  to  fhew, 
'I  hat  the  fai-our  of  the  People  was  not  fo  Jure  a 
road  as  the  favour  of  the  Court  even  to  popular 
Imours  and  popular  trujls.    A  flren  uous  relillance 
to  every  appearance  of  lawlefs  power  ;  a  fpirit  of 
independence  carried  to  fome  degree  of  enthu- 
fralm ;  an  inquiiitive  charader  to  difcover,  and  a 
bold  one  to  difplay,    e-c  ry  corruption  and  every 
error  of  Government;    ihefe  are    die  qualities 
which  recommend  a  man  to  a  feat  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  in  open  and  merely  popular  elec- 
tions.    An  indolent  and  fubmifTne  difpofitioni 
a  difpofition  to  think  charitably  of  all  thr  anions 
oMiien  in  power,  and  to  live  in  a  mutualin-l 
tcrcourfe  of  favours  with  ihem  j   an  inclination  ' 
nether  to  countenance  a  Ilrong  ufe  of  authority, 
yn  to  bear  any  fort  of  licentioufnefs  on  the  part  , 
i  the  people;  thefe  are  unfavourable  qualities  \ 
1  an  open  eledion  for  Members  of  Parliament^  ' 
The  inftina:  which  carries  the  people  towards 
ilie  choice  of  the  former,  is  juftified  by  reafon; 
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bccaufe  a  man  of  fucli  a  charaaer,  even  in  Its 
exorbitancics,  does    not  dircaiy  contradid  the 
purpofes  of  a  truft:,  the  end  of  which  is  a  controul 
on  power.     The  latter  character,  even  when  it  is 
not  in  its  extreme,  will  execute  this  truft  but  very 
imperfedly  ;  and,  if  deviating  to  the  leall  excefs, 
will  certainly  fruflrate  inftead  of  forwarding  the 
purpofet,   ->f  a  controul  on  Government.     But 
when  ihc  Houfi  of  Commons  was  to  be  new 
modelled,    this   principle    was    not   only   to  be 
changed,  but  reverfed.    Whilft  any  errours  com- 
mitted in  fupport  of  power  were  left  to  the  law, 
with  every  advantage  of  favourable  conftrudion, 
of  mitigation,  and  finally  of  pardon  j  all  exceffes 
on  the  fide  of  liberty,  or  in  purfuit  of  popular 
favour,  or  in  defence  of  popular  rights  and  pri- 
vileges, were  not  only  to  be  punidied  by  the 
rigour  of  the  known  law,  but  by  a  dij'cretionary 
proceeding  which  brought  on  the  lojs  of  the  popu- 
lar objeB  it/elf.     Popularuy  was  to  be  rendered, 
if  not  direaiy  penal,  at  leaft  highly  danj.<  reus. 
The  favour  of  the  people  might  lead  f  en  to  a 
difqualification   of  reprefenting   them.      Thnr 
odium  might  become,  flrained  through  the  me- 
dium of  two  or  three  conftruaions,  the  means  of 
fittin'^  as  the  truftee  of  all  that  was  dear  to  theiu. 
Thi^^is  puniHiing  the  offence  in  the  offending 
part.   Until  this  time,  the  opinion  of  the  people, 
through  the  power  of  an  Affembly,  ftill  in  fome 
fort  popular,    led  to  the  greateft  honours  and 
emoluments  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown.  Now  the 
principle   is    reverfed  j    and  the  favour  of  the 
7ourt  is  the  only  fure  way  of  obtaining  and 
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holding  thofe  honours  which  ought  to  be  in  the 
difpofal  of  the  people. 

It  fignifies  very  little  how  this  matter  may  be 
quibbled  away.  Example,  the  only  argument 
ofeffea  in  civil  life,  demonftrates  the  truth  of 
my  proportion.  Nothing  can  alter  my  opinion 
concerning  the  pernicious  tendency  of  this  ex- 
ample, until  I  fee  fome  man  for  his  indifcretionin 
the  fupport  of  power,  for  his  violent  and  intem- 
perate fervility,  rendered  incapable  of  fitting  in 
Parliament.  For  as  it  now  ftands,  the  fault  of 
ovcrftraining  popular  qualities,  and,  irregularly 
if  you  pleafe,  aflcrting  popular  privileges,  lias  led 
to  difqualification  ;  the  oppofite  fault  never  has 
produced  the  flighted  punifhment.  Refinance  to 
power,  has  fliut  the  door  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons to  one  man ;  obl'equioufnefs  and  fervility, 
to  none. 

Not  that  I  would  encourage  popular  dii^)rder, 
oran  v  diforder.  But  I  would  leave  fuch  offences 
to  the  law,  to  be  punifhcd  in  meafurc  and  pro- 
portion. The  laws  of  this  country  are  for  the 
mof  part  conflicted,  and  wifely  fo,  for  the  ge- 
neral ends  of  Government,  rather  than  for  the 
preLrvation  ofour  particular  liberties.  Whatever 
therefore  is  done  in  fupport  of  liberty,  by  per- 
fons  not  in  public  truft,  or  not  adting  merely 
in  that  trufl,  is  liable  to  be  more  or  Icfs  out 
cf  the  ordinary  courfe  of  the  law;  and  the  law 
itlclf  is  fuflicicijt  to  animadvert  upon  it  with 
great  leverity.  Nothing  indeed  can  hinder  that 
l-\ere  letter  from  crufliing  us,  except  the  tempe- 
f'lmcnts  it  may  receive  from  a  trial  by  jury.    But 

if 
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it*  the  habit  prevails  of  going  beyond  the  laiVt  and 
lupcrrciliiij;  this  jiulicatiiro,  of  carrying  (>fl-cnces, 
real  or  luppolcd,  into  tlic  legillativc  bodies,  who 
fliall  cftablilli  thcmfclves  into  courts  of  crimitial 
e'juiiy  (fo  the  Star  Lbamhcr  has  been  c;illed  by 
Lord  liacon),  all  the;  evils  c^f  the  Star  Chamber 
are  revived.  i\  l:ir^,e  and  lilx  rul  conftrudtion  in 
afccrtaininij  oflcnces,  and  u  dileieiionary  power 
in  piiniihing  them,  is  the  idea  oi criminal  equity, 
which  is  m  truth  a  monller  in  Jurirprudcncc. 
It  lignifies. nothing  whether  a  court  for  this  pur- 
polc  be  a  Committee  of  Council,  or  an  Iloul'e  of 
Commons,  or  an  Iloufe  of  Lords  j  the  liberty  cf 
the  fubjed  will  be  equally  fuhveited  by  it.  Tlic 
true  end  and  purpole  of  that  Houfe  of  Parliament 
which  entertains  fuch  a  jurifdidicn  will  be  dc- 
ftroycd  by  it. 

I  will  not  believe,  what  no  other  man  living 
believes,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  punilhed  for  the 
indecency  of  his  publications,  or  the  impiety  of 
his  ranllicked  clofet.  If  he  had  fallen  in  a  com- 
mon flaughtcroflibcllersandblafphemers,Icould 
well  believe  that  nothing  more  was  meant  than 
was  pTttended.  But  when  I  fee  that,  for  years 
together,  full  as  iir.pious,  and  perhaps  more  dan- 
gerous writings  to  religion  and  virtue  and  order, 
have  not  been  punillied,  nor  their  authors  difcoun- 
tenanced ;  that  the  inofh  audacious  libels  on 
Royal  Majcfty  have  palTcd  without  notice  j  that 
the  moll  treafonable  iiivedives  againfl:  the  laws, 
liberties,  and  conftitution  of  the  country,  have 
not  met  with  the  llighteft  animadverfion  ;  I  muft 
coiifider  this  as  a  ihockingand  fliamclefs  pretence. 
-5  Never 
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Never  did  an  envenomed  fcurrility  againft  every 
tliin:i:   facrcd  and  civil,  public  and  private,  rage 
thi()iii,'h   the  kingdom  with  l"iich  a  furious  and 
uiikidUd  licence.     All  this  while  the  peace  of 
the  nation  muft  be  fliaken,  to  ruin  one  libeller, 
aiivl  to  tear  from  the  poppjarc  a  llnr^le  favourite. 
Nor  is  it  that  vice  merely  llailks  m  an  obfcure 
and  contemptiblciinpunity.  Dues  not  the  publick 
behold  with  indignation,  pcrfons  not  only  gene- 
rally fcandalous  in  their  lives,   but  the  identical 
pcrluns  who,  by  their  focitty,  their  inftrudion, 
their  example,  their  entouragemont,  hxvc  drawn 
t!iis  man  into  the  very  faults  v/hich  have  furnifh- 
ed  the  Cabal  with  a  pretence  for  his  pei  fecution, 
loaded  with  every  kind  of  favour,  honour,  and 
dillindion,  which  a  Court  can    beftow  ?     Add 
but  the  crime  of  furvility  [xhcfa'dum  crimen  Jer- 
vinais)   to  every   other   crime,  and  the   whole 
mafs  is  immediately  tranfmuted  into  virtue,  and 
becomes  the  juft  fubjea  of  reward  and  honour. 
When  therefore  1  rcfledt  upon  this  method  pur- 
liied  by  the  Cabal  in  difbibuting  rewards  and 
piuiiiliments,  I  muft  conclude  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
is  the  objed  of  perfecution,  not  on  account  of 
what  he  has  done  in  common  with   others  who 
are  the  objeds  of  reward,  but  for  that  in  which 
he  differs    from    many    of  them :    that   he    is 
purfued  for  the  fpirited  difpofitions  which  are 
blended  with  his  vices;  for  his   unconquerable 
firmnefs,  for  his  refolute,  indefatigable,  ftrenuous 
refiftance  againft  oppreffion. 

In  this  cafe,  therefore,  it  was  not  the  man  that 
was  to  be  puniflied,  nor  his  faults  that  were  to  be 

difcoun- 
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difcountenanced.  Oppofitiontoaas  of  power  was 
to  be  marked  by  a  kind  of  civil  profcription.  The 
popularity  which  fliould  arifefrom  fuch  an  oppo- 
fition  was  to  be  lliewn  unable  to  proteft  it.  The 
qualities  by  which  court  is  made  to  the  people, 
were  to  render  every  fault  inexpiable,  and  every 
error  irretrievable.  The  qualities  by  which  court 
is  made  to  power,  were  to  cover  and  to  fandify 
every  thing.  He  that  will  have  a  fure  and  honour- 
able feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  muft  take 
care  how  he  adventures  to  cultivate  popular 
qualities ;  otherwife  he  may  remember  the  old 
maxim.  Breves  et  infaujios  populi  Romani  amores. 
If,  therefore,  a  purfuit  of  popularity  expofe  a 
man  to  greater  dangers  than  a  difpofition  to  fer- 
vility,  the  principle  which  is  the  life  and  foul  of 
popular  eledions  will  perifli  out  of  the  confti- 

tution.  .     - 

It  behoves  the  people  of  England  to  conlider 
how  the  Houfe  of  Commons  under  the  operation 
of  thefe  examples  muft  of  neceflity  be  conftituted. 
On  the  fide  of  the  Court  will  be,  all  honours, 
offices,  emoluments  i  every  fort  of  perfonal  gra- 
tification to  avarice  or  vanity;  and,  what  is  of 
more  moment  to  moft  gentlemen,  the  means  of 
growing,  by  innumerable  petty  fervices  to  indi- 
viduals, into  a  fprcading  intereft  in  their  country. 
On  the  other  hand,  let  us  fuppofe  a  perfon  un- 
conneaed  with  the  Court,  and  in  oppofition  to 
its  fyftem.  For  his  own  perfon,  no  office,  or 
emolument,  or  title;  no  promotion,  ecclefiaftical, 
or  civil,  or  military,  or  naval,  for  children,  or 

brothers, 
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brothers,  or    kindred.     In    vain    an    expiring 
intereft  in  a  borough  calls  for  offices,  or  Onall 
livings,  for  the  children  of  mayors,  and  aldermen, 
and  capital  burgefles.     His  Court  rival  has  them 
all.     He  can  do  an  infinite  number  of  adts  of 
generofity    and   kindnefs,   and   even  of  public 
fpirit.    He  can  procure  indemnity  from  quarters. 
He  can  procure  advantages  in  trade.     He  can 
get  pardons  for  offences.     He  can  obtain  a  thou- 
land  favours,  and   avert  a  thoufand  evils.     He 
may,   while  he  betrays  every  valuable  intereft 
of  the  kingdom,  be  a  benefadtor,  a  patron,  a 
father,  a  guardian  angel,  to  his  borough.     The 
unfortunate  independent  member  has  nothing  to 
ofier   but   harfh    refufal,  or   pitiful    excufe,  or 
defpondent  reprefentation  of  an  hopelefs  intereft. 
Except  from  his  private  fortune,  in  which  he 
may  be  equalled,  perhaps  exceeded,  by  his  Court 
competitor,  he  has  no  way  of  (hewing  any  one 
good  quality,  or  of  making  a  fingle  friend.     In. 
the  Houfe,  he  votes  for  ever   in   a   difpirited 
minority.     If  he  fpeaks,  the  doors  are  locked. 
I A  body  of  loquacious  place-men  go  out  to  tell 
Ithe  world,  that  all  he  aims  at,  is  to  get  into  office. 
Ilfhehas  not  the  talent  of  elocution,  which  is  the 
Icafe  of  many  as  wife  and  knowing  men  as  any  in 
Ithe  Houfe,  he  is  liable  to  all   thefe  inconveni- 
jencies,  without  the  eclat  which  attends  upon  any 
jtolerably  fuccefsful  exertion  of  eloquence.     Can 
Iwe  conceive  a  more  difcouraging  poll  of  duty 
jthan  this .?    Strip  it  of  the  poor  reward  of  popu- 
larity j  fufFer  even  the  excefles   committed  in 

defence 
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defence  of  the  popular  intereft,  to   become  a 
ground  for  the  majority  of  that  Houfe  to  form  a 
difqualificatio.i  out  of  the  Hne  of  the  law,  and  at 
their  pleafure,  attended  not  only  with  the  lofs  of 
the  franchife,  hut  with  every  kind  of  perfonal 
difgrace. — If  this  flirJl  happen,  the  people  of  this 
kingdom  may  be  allured  that  they  cannot  be 
firmly  or  faithfully  ferved  by  any  man.     Jt  is 
out  of  the  nature  of  men  and  things  that  they 
lliould ;  and  their  prefumption  will  be  equal  to 
their  folly,  if  they  expeft  it.     The  power  of  the 
people,  within  the  laws,  mufl;  fhcw  itfelf  fuffi- 
cient  to  protedt  every  reprefentative  in  the  ani- 
mated performance   of  his   duty,  or  that  duty! 
cannot  be  j^erformed.     The  Houfe  of  Commons 
can  never  be  a  controul  on  other  parts  of  Go- 
vernment unlefs  they  are  controuled   themfelvesj 
by  their  conftituents  j  and  unlefs  thefe  confti- 
tuents  pollers  fome  right  in  the  choice  of  that 
Houfe,  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  that 
Houfe  to  take  away.     If  they  fuffer  this  power 
of  arbitrary  incapacitation  to  ftand,  they  have 
utterly  perverted  every  other  power  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.     The  late  proceeding,  I  will  not 
fay,  is  contrary  to  law;  it  tnuji  be  foj  for  the 
power  which  is  claimed  cannot,  by  any  polTibi-f 
lity,  be  a  legal  power  in  any  limited  member  ofl 
Government. 

The  power  which  they  claim,  of  declaringj 
incapacities,  would  not  be  above  thejuft  claims  of 
a  final  judicature,  if  they  had  not  laid  it  down  as 
a  leading  principle,  that  they  had  no  rule  in  the 
exereife  of  this  claim,  but  their  own  difcretion. 

Notl 
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I  Not  one  of  their  abettors  has  ever  undertaken  to 

affign  the  principle  of  unfitnefs,  the  fpecies  or 

degree  of  delinquency,  on  which  the  Houfe  of 

Commons  will  expel,  nor  the  mode  of  proceed- 

n^!!^T\^*  "°*'  *^^  evidence  upon  which  it  is 

eftabliOied.     The  diredt  confequence  of  which 

IS,  that  the  firft  franchife  of  an  Englifhman,  and 

that  on  which  all  the  reft  vitally  depend,  is  to 

Ibe  forfeited  for  fome  offence   which   no  man 

Iknows,  and  which  is  to  be  proved  by  no  known 

^ule  whatfoever  of  legal  evidence.     This  is  fo 

anomalous  to  our  whole  conftitution,  that  I  will 

venture  to  fay,  the  moft  trivial  right  which  the 

fubjeft  claims*  never  Was,  nor  can  be,  forfeited 

In  luch  a  manner. 

The  whole  of  their  ufurpation  is  cftablifhed 
ppon  this  method  of  arguing.     We  do  not  make 
laws.     No;  we  do  not  contend  for  this  power, 
^e  only  declare  law;  and,  as  we  are  a  tribunal 
toth  competent  and  fupreme,  what  we  declare  tci 
Maw  becomes  law*  although  it  (hould  not  have 
fceen  fo  before.    Thus  the  circumftance  of  having 
l^appeai  from  their  jurifdidion  is  made  to  imoly 
Ihat  they  have  no  rule  in  the  exercife  of  it;    "le 
lidgemcnt  does  not  derive  its  validity  from  its^ 
lonformif.y  to  the  law ;  but  prepofteroufly^he 
|w  IS  made  to  attend  on  the  judgement  j  and 
pe  rule  of  the  judgement  is  no  other  ihan  the 
Mmal  wtllofthe  Houfe.     An  arbitrary  difcre- 
|on  leads,  le-ality  follows;  which  is  juft  the 
^ery  nature  and  defcription  of  a  legiflative  ad; 
^  ThiS  claim  -i  their  hands  was  no  barren  theory^ 
was  purfucd  into  its  utmoft  confequences;  and 

^'  it  aangerous 
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a  dangerous  principle  has  begot  a  correlpondcnt 
pradice.  A  fyflematic  fpirit  has  been  Ihewn 
upon  both  fides.  The  eledors  of  Middlefex 
chule  a  perfon  whom  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
had  voted  incapable;  and  the  Houl'e  of  Commons 
has  taken  in  a  member  whom  the  eledlors  of 
Middlefex  had  not  chofen.  By  a  conftrudion 
on  that  legiflative  power  which  had  been  aflum- 
cd,  they  declared  that  the  true  legal  fenfe  of  the 
county  was  contained  in  the  minority,  on  that 
occafion  ;  and  might,  on  a  refiftance  to  a  votect 
incapacity,  be  contained  in  any  minority. 

When  any  conftrudtion  of  law  goes  againft 
the  fpirit  of  the  privilege  it  was  meant  to  fupport, 
it  is  a  vicious  conftrudion.  It  is  material  to  us 
to  be  reprefented  really  z\-\A  bona  Jide,  and  not 
in  forms,  in  types,  and  fhadows,  and  fidions  i 
law.  The  right  of  eledion  was  not  eftabliflita 
merely  as  a  matter  of  form,  to  fatisfy  ^  fonic 
method  and  rule  of  technical  r°  »foning ;  it  was 
not  a  principle  which  might  fubftitute  a  T/Z/w 
or  a  Mae'viust  a  John  Doe  ov  Richard  Roe,  \'!i 
the  place  of  a  man  fpecially  chofen  j  not  a  prin- 
ciple which  was  juft  as  well  fatisfied  with  one 
.  man  as  with  another.  It  is  a  right,  the  efFedof 
which  is  to  give  to  the  people,  that  man,  and  thai 
man  only,  whom  by  their  voices,  adually,  not 
conftrudively  given,  they  declare  that  thc^ 
know,  efteem,  love,  and  truft.  This  right  is 
matter  within  their  own  power  of  judging  and 
feeling  s  not  an  ens  rationis  and  creature  of  law 
nor  can  thofe  devices,  by  wh-ch  any  thing  elfei 
fubftituted  in  the  place  'if  fuch.  an  adual  choice 
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anfwer  in  the  leaft  degree  the  end  of  leprefent- 
ation.  /. 

I  know  that  the  courts  of  law  have  made  as 
ftrained  conftrudions  in  other  cafes.  Such  is  the 
conflru(ftion  in  common  recoveries.  The  method 
of  conftrudlion  which  in  that  cafe  gives  to  the 
persons  in  remainder,  for  their  fecurity  and  repre- 
lentative,  the  door-keeper,  cryer,  or  fweeper  of 
the  Court,  or  fome  other  (hadowy  being  with- 
out fubftance  or  effedl,  is  a  fidion  of  a  very 
coarfe  texture.  This  was  however  fuffered,  by 
the  acquiefcence  of  the  whole  kingdom,  for  ag^s ; 
becaufe  the  evafion  of  the  old  ftatute  of  Weft- 
minfter,  which  authorifed  perpetuities,  had  more 
fsnfe  and  utility  than  the  law  which  was  evaded. 
But  an  attempt  to  turn  the  right  of  eledlion  into 
fuch  a  farce  and  mockery  as  a  fiditious  fine  and 
recovery,  will,  I  hope,  have  another  fate  j  becaufe, 
the  laws  which  give  it  are  infinitely  dear  to  us, 
and  the  evalion  is  infinitely  contemptible,    .  », - 

The  people  indeed  have  been  told,  that  this 
power  of  difcretionary  difqualification  is  veiled 
in  hands  that  they  may  truft,  and  who  will  be  fure 
not  to  abufe  it  to  their  prejudice.  Until  I  find 
fomething  in  this  argument  differing  from  that  on 
which  every  mode  of  defpotifm  has  been  defend- 
ed, I  fliall  not  be  inclined  to  pay  it  any  great 
compliment.  The  people  are  fatisfied  10  truft 
themfelves  with  the  exercife  of  their  own  privi- 
leges, and  do  not  defire  this  kind  intervention  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  free  them  from  the 
barthen.  They  are  certainly  in  the  right.  They 
ought  not  to  truft  the  Houfe  of  Ccramons  with  a 
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power  over  their  franchifes:  becaufe  the  conftl- 
tution,  which  placed  two  other  co-ordinate 
powers  to  controul  it,  repofcd  no  fuch  confidence 
in  that  body.  It  were  a  folly  well  deferving  fer- 
vitude  for  its  puniOiment,  to  be  full  of  confi- 
dence where  the  laws  are  full  of  diftruft ;  and  to 
give  to  an  Houfe  of  Commons,  arrogating  to  its 
fole  refolution  the  moft  harfh  and  odious  part  ot 
legiflative  authority,  that  degree  of  fubmiflion 
which  is  due  only  to  the  Legidature  itfelf. 
"  When  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  an  endeavour 
to  obtain  new  advantages  at  the  expence  of  the 
other  orders  of  the  State,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Cmmns  at  large,  have  purfued  ftrong  meafurcsj 
if  it  were  not  juf\,  It  was  at  lead  natural,  that 
the  conftituents  ihould  connive  at  all  their  pro- 
ceedings} becaufe  we  were  ourfelves  ultimately 
to  profit.  But  when  this  fubmifliori  is  urged  to 
us,  in  a  conteft  between  the  reprefentativcs  and 
ourfelves,  and  where  nothing  can  be  put  into  their 
fcale  which  is  not  taken  from  ours,  they  fancy  us 
to  be  children  when  thev  tell  us  they  are  our  re- 
prefentatives,  our  own  fleOi  and  blood,  and  that 
all  the  Aripes  they  give  us  are  for  our  good. 
The  very  defire  of  that  body  to  have  fuch  a 
truft  contrary  to  law  repofed  in  them,  (hews 
that  they  are  not  worthy  of  it.  They  certainly 
will  abufe  it  j  becaufe  all  men  poffeffed  of  an 
uncontrouled  difcretionary  power  leading  to  the 
aggrandifcment  and  profit  of  their  own  body 
have  always  abufed  it:  and  I  fee  no  particular 
fandity  in  our  times,  thiit  is  at  all  likely,  by  a 
'  ''*'*'  ^  miraculous 
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miraculous  operation,  to  overrule  the  courfc  of 

nature. 

But  vi^e  muft  purpofcly  fhut  our  eyes,  if  we 
confider  this  matter  merely  as  a  conteft  between 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  the  Eleaors.     The 
true  conteft  is  between  the  Eledors  of  the  king- 
dom and  the  Crown ;  the  Crown  ading  by  an 
inftrumental  Houfe  of  Commons.    It  is  precifely 
the  fame,  whether  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown 
can  difqualify  by  a  dependent  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, or  by  a  dependent  court  of  Star  Chamber, 
or  by  a  dependent  court  of  King's  Bench.     If 
once  Members  of  Parliament  can  be  pradically 
convinced,  that  they  do  not  depend  on  the  af- 
fedlion  or  opinion  of  the  people  for  their  politi- 
cal being,  they  will  give  themfelves  over,  with- 
out even  an  appearance  of  referve,  to  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Court. 

Indeed,  a  Parliament  unconneded 'with  the 
people,  is  effential  to  a  Miniftry  unconneded 
with  the  people ;  and  therefore  thofc  who  faw 
through  what  mighty  difficulties  the  interior 
Miniftry  waded,  and  the  exterior  were  dragged, 
in  this  bufinefs,  will  conceive  of  what  prodigi- 
ous importance,  the  new  corps  of  King's  men 
held  this  principle  of  occafional  and  perlonal  in- 
:apacitation,  to  the  whole  body  of  their  defign. 

When  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  thus  made 
0  confider  itfelf  as  the  mafter  of  its  conftituents, 
liere  wanted  but  one  thing  to  fecure  that  Houfe 
gainft  all  poffible  future  deviation  towards  po-  * 
luiarityj  an  unlimited  i\JLn6.  of  money  to  be  laid 
ut  according  to  the  pleafure  of  the  Coqrt, 

G  3  To 
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To  compleat  the  fcheme  of  bringing  our  Court 
to  a  relcmbjp.nce  to  the  neighbouring  Monarchies, 
it  was  neccfi'ary,  in  effedt,  to  deftroy  thofe  ap- 
propri  tions  of  revenue,  which  fcem  to  limit  the 
property,  as  the  other  laws  had  done  the  powerf, 
of  the  Crown.  An  opportunity  for  this  pur- 
pofe  was  taken, upon  an  application  to  Parliament 
for  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  Civil  Lift  ;  which 
in  1769  had  amounted  to  513,000/.  Such  ap- 
plication had  been  made  upon  former  occafionsjBF^^*^''  th< 
but  to  do  it  in  the  former  manner  would  by  noB'"^  Civil 
means  anfwer  the  prefent  purpofe.  ■  /The    J 

Whenever  the  Crown  had  come  to  the  Com-B'^^'S  of  1 
mons  to  defire  a  fupply  for  the  difchargingofHF'"^"^*^^  u] 
debts  due  on  the  Civil  Liftj  it  was  always  afkedp^^'^o^cd  ii 
and  granted  with  one  of  the  three  following  qua 
lifications ;  fometimes  with  all  of  them.  Either! 
it  was  fbted,  that  the  revenue  had  been  divertedj 
from  its  purpofes  by  Parliament:  or  that  thok 
duties  had  fallen  fliort  of  the  fum  for  which  the 
■were  given  by  Parliament,  and  that  the  intentioi 
of  the  Legillature  had  not  been  fulfilled  :  or  thai 
the  money  required  to  difcharge  the  Civil  Li 
debt,  was  to  hj  raifed  chargeable  on  the  Civil  Li 
duties.  In  the  reign  of  Qiieen  Anne,  the  Crow 
was  found  in  debt.  The  leflening  and  grantin 
nway  fome  part  of  her  revenue  by  PariiameiM"*^^vever, 
was  alledged  as  the  caufe  of  that  debt,  and  pleadeB"^'-'nt  w^re 
as  an  equitable  ground,  fuch  it  certainly  was,  f( 
difcharging  it.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  duti 
which  were  then  applied  to  the  ordinary  Cover 
ment  produced  clear  above  580,000/.  a  yeai 
beeaule,  when  they  were  afterwards  granted 
5  Geori 
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George  the  Fir  It,  1^0,000/.  was  added,  to  com- 
plete the  whole  to  700,000  /.  a  yv.  Indeed  it 
was  then  afferted,  anj,  I  have  no  doubt,  truly, 
that  for^^rnany  years  the  net  produce  did  not 
amount  to  above  550,000/..  The  Qiieen's  ex- 
traordinary charges  were  belides  very confidcrable j 
equal,  at  leart,  to  any  we  have  known  in  our 
time.  The  application  to  Parliat^ent  was  not 
tor  an  abfolute  grant  of  money;  but  to  em- 
power the  Queen  to  raife  it  by  borrowing  upon 
the  Civil  Lift  funds.       u  '  „    .  , 

The  Jivil  Lift  debt  was  twice  paid  in  the 
reip  of  George  the  Firft.  TliC  money  was 
granted  upon  the  fame  plan  which  had  been 
followed  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  The  Civil 
Lilt  icvenues  were  then  mortgaged  for  the  fum 
to  be  raifed,  and  ftood  charged  with  the  ranfonx 
of  their  own  deliverance. 

George  the  Second  received  an  addition  to 
his  Civil  Lift.  Duties  were  granted  for  the  pur- 
pole  cf  raifing  800,000/.  a  year.  It  was  not 
until  he  had  reigned  nineteen  years,  and  after 
the  laft  rebellion,  that  he  called  upon  Parliament 
for  a  difcharge  of  the  Civil  Lift  debt.  The  ex- 
traordinary charges  brought  on  bv  ti.e  rebellion, 
account  fully  for  the  necefiities  of  the  Crown. 
However,  the  extraordinary  charges  of  Govern- 
ment were  not  thought  a  ground  fit  to  be  relied 
oil. 

A  deficiency  of  the  Civil  Lift  duties  for  feveral 
years  before,  was  ftated  as  the  prir.c.pal,  if  not  the 
lole,  ground  on  which  an  application  to  Par- 
liament could  be  juftified.     About  this  time  the 
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produce  of  thcfe  dut'  '  had  fallen  pretty  low  j 
and  even  upon  an  av  rgc  of  the  whole  rciga 
they  never  produced  800,000/.  a  year  clear  to 
the  Treafury. 

That  Prince  reigned  fourteen  years  afterwards: 
not  only  no  new  demands  were  made ;  but  with 
fo  much  good  order  were  his  revenues  and  cx- 
pences  regulated,  that,  although  many  parts  of 
the  eftablifliment  of  the  Court  were  upon  a  I    ,cr 
and  more  liberal  fcale  than  they  have  been  fih  e, 
there  was  a  confiderablc  fum  in  hand,  on  his 
dcceafc,  amounting  to  about  170,000/.  appli- 
cable to  the  fervice  of  the  Civil  Lift  of  his  prefcnt 
Majcfty,    So  that,  if  this  Reign  commenced  with 
a  greater  charge  than  ufual,  there  was  enough, 
and  more  than  enough,  abundantly  to  fupply  all 
the  extraordinary  expence.     That  the  Civil  Lift 
^ould  have  been  exceeded  in  the  two  former 
reigns,  efpecially  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Firft, 
was  not  at  all  furprizing.     His  revenue  was  but 
700,000  /.  annually  j  if  it  ever  produced  fo  much 
clear.    The  prodigious  and  dangerous  difafFcdion  Bthe  pri  nci  p 
to  the  very  being  of  the  eflablifhment,  and  the    compelling 
Caufe  of  a  Pretender  then   powerfully    abetted 
from  abroad,  produced  many  demands  of  an  ex- 
traordinary nature  both  abroad  and  at  home. 
Much    management  and  great    expences    were 
necedary.     But  the  throne  of  no  Prince  has  flood 
upon  more  unihaken  foundations  than  that  of 
|iis  prefent  Majcfty. 

To  have  exceeded  the  fum  given  for  the  Civil 
Lift,  and  to  have  incurred  a  debt  without  fpecial 
authority  of  Parliament,  was,  prima  Jade,  a  cri-< 
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ininal  ad :  as  fuch,  Miniftcrs  ought  naturally 
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rither  to  have  withdrawn  it  from  the  infpedion, 
than  to  have  expofed  it  to  the  fcrutiny,  of  Par-f 
lianient.  Certainly  they  ought,  of  thcmfelves, 
(itlicioully  to  have  come  arnied  with  every  fort 
jof  argument,  which,  by  explaining,  could  excufe, 
a  matter  in  itfelf  of  prefumptive  j^'  ilt  But  the 
terrors  of  the  Houfe  of  Cominoi  longer 

for  Minifters. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  pcculi  r  of 

Ithe  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  trullee  vx  uit  jublic 
purfe,  would   have  led   them   to  call   with   a 

idiliou8  folicitude  for  every  public  account, 
nd  to  have  examined  into  thcnt^  with  the  moft 
[rigorous  accuracy. 

,.  ,  The  capital  ufeofan  account  is,  that  the  reality 

he  Civil  Lift  lof  the  charge,  the  reafon  of  incurring  it,  and  the 
two  former  ■juftice  and  rieceflity  of  difchargi ng  it,  ihould  all 
rge  the  Firft,  ftppear  antepedent  to  the  payment.  No  man  ever 
inue  was  butlpays  firfl:,  and  calls  for  his  acconnt  afterwards; 
iced  fo  much Ibecaufe  he  \vould  thereby  let  out  of  his  hands 
s  difafFc(ftio«lthe  principal,  and  indeed  onl)  effedual,  means  of 
:nt,  and  thejcompelling  a  full  and  fair  one.  But,  in  national 
'ufiiiefs,  there  is  an  additional  reafon  for  a  prer 
lous  J.  .odqdtion  of  every  account.  It  is  a  check,, 
perhaps  the  only  one,  upon  ^  corrupt  and  pro- 
iigal  ufe  of  public  money.  An  account  after 
tayment  is  to  no  rational  purpofe  s^n  account. 
However,  the  Houle  of  Commons  thought  all 
hefe  to  be  antiquated  principles;  they  were  of 
'pinion,  that  the  moll  Parliamentary  way  of 
Tocecding  was,  to  pay  firft  what  the  Court 
bught  |>roper  to  demand,  and  to  take  its  chance 
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for  an  examination  into  accounts  at  fonic  time  of 
jjnatcr  lei  Aire. 

.  The  nation  lind  fettled  8:;o,oco/.  a  year  onl 
the  Crown,  as  rudicient  tor  the  fiipjiort  of  itsl 
dignity,  upon  the  eliiniate  of  its  own  Minideij.l 
VYhiii  MiniClers  tanic  to  Parliament,  and  i'iiill 
that  this  allowance  had  not  hecn  fufic'cnt  for  tlicl 
jnirpofc,  and  that  they  had  incurred  a  debt  ot'l 
500,000  /.  would  it  not  have  been  natural  fdrl 
Parliament  firft  to  have  aiked,  how,  and  byl 
what  means,  their  ajipropriated  allowance  camel 
to  be  infufficient  ?  Would  it  not  have  favoured! 
of  fome  attention  to  juftice,  to  have  feen  in  what| 
periods  of  Adminiftration  this  debt  had  been  ori- 
ginally incurred  ;  that  they  might  difcover,  and,! 
if  need  were,  animadvert  on  the  perfons  who  were! 
found  the  moft  culpable  ?  To  put  their  hands! 
upon  fuch  articles  of  expenditure  as  they  thoughJ 
improper  or  excefllve,  and  to  fecure,  in  future,] 
ugainli  fuch  milapplication  or  exceeding  ?  Ac- 
counts for  any  other  purpofes  are  but  a  matterofl 
curiofity,  and  no  genuine  Parliamentary  objedl 
Ail  the  accounts  which  could  anfwer  any  Parlia- 
mentary end  were  refufed,  or  poftponed  by  pre-l 
vious  queflions.  Every  idea  of  prevention  was! 
rcjedled,  as  conveying  an  improper  fufpicion  ofj 
the  Miniflers  of  the  Crown.    ,,-.t%..> 

When  every  leading  account  had  been  refufedj 
many  others  were  granted  with  fufficient  facility.! 

But  with  great  candour  alfo,  the  Houfe  wasj 
informed,  that  hardly  any  of  them  could  he  ready 
until  the  next  feflion  ;  fome  of  them  perhaps  not] 
fo  foon.     But,   in  order  firmly  to  ellablilh  thd 
•;;;  '  prccedenB 
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recedent  of  payment  previous  to  account,  and  toq' 

lorm  it  into  &  fettled  rule  of  the  Houfe,  the^od;. 

In  the  machine  was  brought  down,  nothing  lefs^ 

ban  the  wonder-working  Law  of  Parliament Jj' 

t  was  alledged,  that  it  is  the  law  of  Parliament, 

hen  any  demand  comes  from  the  Crown,  thdt 

eHoufe  muft  go  immediately  into  the  Com- 

ittec  of  Supply  j  in  which  Committee  it  was 

lllowed,  that  the  production  and  examination  of 
ccounts  would  be  quite  proper  and  regular.     It 
as  therefore  carried,  that  they  (hould  go  into 

Ihe  Committee  without  delay,  and  without  ac- 
ounts,  in  order  to  examine  with  great  order 
nd  regularity  things  that  could  not  poffibly 
ome  before  them.  After  this  ftroke  of  orderly 
nd  Parliamentary  wit  and  humour,  they  w*ent 
to  the  Committee ;  and  very  gencroufly  voted 

Ihe  payment. 
There  was  a  circumftance  in  that  debate  too 
emarkable  to  be  overlooked.  This  debt  of  the 
ivil  Lift  was  all  along  argued  upon  the  fame 
"ooting  as  a  debt  of  the  State,  contradted  upon 
ational  authority.  Its  payment  was  urged  as 
quallypreffingupon  the  public  faith  and  honour: 
nd  when  the  whole  year's  account  was  ftated, 
n  what  is  called  TAe  Budget,  the  Miniftry  valued 

jthemfelves  on  the  payment  of  fo  much  public 
ebt,  juft  as  if  they  had  difcharged  500,000/.  of 
avy  or  exchequer  bills.  Though,  in  truth,  their 
ayment,  from  the  Sinking  Fund,  of  debt  which 
ivas  never  contraded  by  Parliamentary  authority, 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  fo  much  debt 


ns. 


[Dcurrcd.  But  fuch  is  the  prcfent  notion  of  public 

credit. 
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trcdit,  and  payment  of  debt.   No  Winder  that  it 
produces  fuch  efFcds. 

Nor  was  the  Houfe  at  all  more  attentive  to» 
provident  fecurity  againft  future,  than  it  had  been 
to  avindidive  retrofpc(fttopaft,mifmanagements. 
I  fhould  have  thought  indeed  that  a  Minifteriall 
promife,  during  their  own  continuance  in  office, 
might  have  been  given,  though  this  would  have  j 
been  but  a  poor  fecurity  for  the  publick.     Mr. 
Pclham  gave  fuch  an  aiTurance,  and  he  kept  hij  | 
word.  But  nothing  was  capable  of  extorting  from 
our  Minifters  any  thing  which  had  the  leaft  re* 
femblance  to  a  promife  of  confining  the  expencej 
of  the  Civil  Lift  within  the  limits  which  had  been 
fettled  by  Parliament.  This  refcrve of  theirs  I  look 
Vpon  to  be  equivalent  to  the  cleareft  declaration, 
that  they  were  refolvcd  upon  a  contrary  courfe. 

However,  to  put  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt, 
Jn  the  Speech  from  th^  Throne,  after  thanking 
parliament  for  the  relief  fo  liberally  granted,  the 
Minifters  inform  ^  wo  Houfes,  tJiat  they  will 
rndeavour  to  confx....  the  expencea  of  the  Civil 
Government— -within  what  limits,  think  you? 
thofe  which  the  law  had  prefcribed  ?  Not  in  the 
Jeaft—-**  fuch  liniits  as  the  *<  h(i.noMr  oj  tbt 
1*  Crown  can  poflibly  admit." 

Thus  theyeftabliftied  an  ar^//r<?ry  ftandard  for 
that  dignity  which  Parliament  had  defined  an(i 
limited  to  a  legal  ftandard,  They  gave  them- 
felves,  under  the  lax  and  indeterminate  idea  of  the 
)}onour  oftbf  Crowrtt  a  full  loofe  for  all  manner 
of  diffipation,  and  all  manner  of  corruption.,  Tbi* 
9rt)i(r4irv  ft^n4^<i  ^cy  were  po^  afraid  to  ^^'^ 
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lut  to  both  Houfes  J  while  an  idle  and  unopcra- 
ive  Aft  of  Parliament,  eP:imating  the  dignity 
f  the  Crown  at  800,000  /.  and  confining  it  to 
jhat  fum,  adds  to  the  number  of  obfolete  (latutes 
hich  load  the  (helves  of  libraries  without  any 
rt  of  advantage  to  the  people. 
After  this  proceeding,  I  fuppofe  that  no  man 
an  be  fo  weak  as  to  think  that  the  Crown  is 
mitcd  to  any  fettled  allowance  whatfocver.  For 
the  Miniftry  has  800,000/.  a  year  by  the  law  of 
e  land ;  and  if  by  the  law  of  Parliament  all  the 
lebts  which  exceed  it  are  to  be  paid  previous  to 
leproduftion  of  any  account;  1  preAime  that  this 
equivalent  to  an  income  with  no  other  limits 
an  the  abilities  of  the  fubjedt  and  the  modera- 
on  of  the  Court ;  that  is  to  fay,"  it  is  fach  an 
come  as  is  poffeffed  by  every  abfolute  Monarch 
11  Europe.  It  amounts,  as  a  perfon of  greatability 
idin  the  debate,  to  an  unlimited  power  of  draw- 
g  upon  the  Sinking  Fund.     Its  efFeft  on  the 
ublic  credit  of  this  kingdom  muft  be  obvious ;  for 
vain  is  the  Sinking  Fund  the  great  buttrefsdf  all 
e  reft,  if  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  Miniftry  to 
fort  to  it  for  the  payment  of  any  debts  which 
ley  may  choofe  to  incur,  under  the  name  of  the 
ivil  Lift,  and  through  the  medium  of  a  Com- 
iittee,  which  thinks  itfelf  obliged  by  law  to 
otefupplies  without  any  other  account  than  that 
if  the  mere  exiftence  of  the  debt. 
Five  hundred  Choufand  pounds  is  a  ferious  fum. 
lut  it  is  nothing  to  the  prolific  principle  upon 
hich  the  fum  was  voted ;  a  principle  that  may 
well  called,  the  fruitful  mother  of  an  hundred 

more. 
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more.     Neither  is  the  damage  to  public  credit  i 
very  great  confcquence,    when  compared  wi 
that  which  refults  to  public  morals  and  toth 
fafety  of  the  conftitution,  from  the  exhauftlcf 
mine  of  corruption  opened  by  the  precedent,  an 
to  be  wrought  by  the  principle,  of  the  late  pay^ 
ment  of  the  debts  of  the  Civil  Lift.    The  pow 
of  difcretionary   difqualification  by  one  law 
Parliament,  and  the  neceflity  of  paying  every  de! 
of  the  Civil  Lift  by  another  law  of  Parliament, 
fufFered  to  pafs  unnoticed,  muft  eftablifti  fuch 
fund  of  rewards  and  terrors  as  will  make  Parii 
rtient  the  beft  appendage  and  fupport  of  arbitra 
power  that  ever  was  invented  by  the  wit  of  ma 
This  is  felt.     The  quarrel  is  begun  between  t' 
Reprefcntatives  and    the    People.     The  Coui 
Fadtion  have  at  length  committed  them. 

In  fuch  a  ftrait  the  wifeft  may  well  be  per 
plexed,  and  the  boldeft  ftaggered.  The  circuni 
ftances  arc  in  a  great  mealurc  new.  We  hai 
hardly  any  land-marks  from  the  wifdom  of  o 
anceftors,  to  guide  us.  At  beft  we  can  only  folio 
the  fpirit  of  their  proceeding  in  other  cafes, 
know  the  diligence  with  which  my  obfervatioi 
on  our  public  diforders  have  been  made  j  I  a 
very  fure  of  the  integrity  of  the  motives  on  wbi 
they  are  publiftied  :  I  cannot  be  equally  confide 
in  any  plan  for  the  abfolute  cure  of  thofcdil 
orders,  or  for  their  certain  future  prevcntioi 
My  aim  is  to  bring  this  matter  into  more  pub! 
difcuflion.  Let  the  fagacity  of  others  work  a 
it.     It  is  not  uncommon  for  medical  writers 
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lefcribe  hiflories  of  difeafes  very  accurately,   on 
rhofe  cure  they  can  fay  but  very  little. 

The  firft  ideas  which  generally  fuggefl:  them- 
fclves,  for  the  cure  of  Parliamentary  diforders, 
ire,  to  ftiorten  the  duration  of  Parliaments ;  and 
todifqualify  all,  or  a  great  number  of  placemen, 
from  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  VVhai- 
ver  efficacy  there  may  be  in  thofe  remedies,  I 
im  fure  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things  it  is  impofli- 
Ible  to  apply  them.  A  reftoration  of  the  right  of 
free  eledion  is  a  preliminary  indifpenfable  to  every 
Icther  reformation.  What  alterations  ought  after- 
wards to  be  made  in  the  conftitution,  is  a  matter 
of  deep  and  difficult  refearch.  ,-    ' 

If  I  wrote  merely  to  pleafe  the  popular  palate, 
it  would  indeed  be  as  little  troublefome  to  me 
as  to  another,  to  extol  thefe  remedies,  fo  famous 
in  fpeculation,    but  to  which  their  greafeft  ad-  , 
mirers  have  never  attempted  ferioully  to  refort  in 
praftice.     I  confefs  then,  that  I  have  no  fort  of', 
jreliance  upon  either  a  Triennial  Parliament,  or  a  \ 
Place-bill.  With  regard  to  the  former,  perhaps  it  / 
might  rather  ferve  to  counteradt,  than  to  promote 
the  ends  that  are  propofed  by  it.    To  fay  nothing 
of  the  horrible  diforders  among  the  people  attend- 
ling  frequent  eledtions,  I  fliould  be  fearfulof  com-»^ 
mitting,  every  three  years,  theindependentgentle-f^ 
men  of  the  country  into  a  contefl  with  the  Trea-) 
fury.     Jt  is  eafy  to  fee  which  of  the  contending^ 
parties  would  be  ruined  firft.   Whoever  has  taken 
a  careful  view  of  public  proceedings,  fo  as  to 
endeavour  to  ground  his  fpeculations  on  his  ex- 
muil  hr»ve  obferved  how  prodigioufly 
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greater  the  power  of  Miniftry  is  in  the  firft  and  ladl 
(eHion  of  a  Parliament,  than  it  is  in  the  intermediattl 
period,  when  Members  fit  a  little  firm  on  theirl 
feats.     The  perfons  of  the  greateft  Parliamentaryl 
experience,  with  whom  I  have  converfed,  didl 
condantly,    in  canvafling  the  fate  of  queflionsJ 
allow  fomething  to  the  Court-fide,  upon  accounti 
of  the  eleiftions  depending  or  imminent.  The  evilj 
complained  of,  if  it  exifls  in  the  prefent  flate 
things,  would  hardly  be  removed  b^jLiricnniall 
Parliament :  for,  unlefs  the  influence  of  GovcrnJ 
ment  in  elections  can  be  entirely  taken  away,  thel 
-  more  frequently  they  return,  the  more  they  willi 
barrafs  private  independence;  the  more  generallyl 
men  will  be   compelled   to  fly  to  the  fcttldJ 
fyflematic  interefl  of  Government,  and  to  the  re-*| 
fources  of  a  boundlefs  Civil  Lifl.  Certainly  fome* 
thing  may  be  done,   and  ought    to  be  doneJ 
/^towards   lefTening  that  influence  in  eledionsJ 
)  and  this  will  be  necefTary  upon  a  plan  either  ofl 
(longer  or  fhorter  duration  of  Parliament,    fiutl 
_l   nothing  can  fo  perfectly  remove  the  evil,  as  noti 
to  render  fuch  coatentions,  too  frequently  re4 
peated,  utterly  ruinous,  firfl  to  independence  ofl 
fortune,  and  then  to  independence  of  fpirit.    Ail 
I  am  only  giving  an  opinion  on  this  point,  andl 
not  at  all  debating  it  in  an  adverfe  line,  I  hope  ll 
may  be  exculed  in  another  obfervation.     WithI 
great  truth  I  may  aver,  that  I  never  remember  tol 
hzve  talked  on  this  fubjedt  with  any  man  muchl 
converfant  with  public  bufinefs,  who  confideredl 
fhort  Parliaments  as  a  real  improvement  of  thij 
conflitution.     Gentlemen^   warm  in  a  popuiafl 
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caufe,  are  ready  enough  to  attribute  all  the  decla- 
rations of  fuchperfons  to  corrupt  motives.  But 
die  habit  of  affairs,  if,  on  one  hand,  it  tends  to 
corrupt  the  mind,  furnifhes  it»  on  the  other^ 
with  the  means  of  better  information.     The 
authority  of  fuch  perfons  will  always  have  fome 
weight.  It  may  {land  upon  a  par  with  the  fpecu- 
lations  of  thofe  who  are  lefs  pradtifed  in  bufinefs; 
land  who,  with  perhaps  purer  intentions,  have  not 
|fo  cfft&ual  means  ot  judging.  It  is,  befides,  an 
cfeA  of  vulgar  and  puerile  malignity  to  imagine, 
'lat  eveiy  Statefman  is  of  courfe  corrupt  j  and 
lat  his  opinion,  upon  every  conflitutional  point, 
folely  formed  upon  fome  finifler  interefl. 
The  next  favourite  remedy  is  a  Place«bill.  The 
imeprinciple guides  in  both ;  I  mean,  the  opinion 
rhich  is  entertained  by  many,  of  the  infallibility 
pflaws  and  regulations,  in  the  cure  of  public 
lempers.Witnoutbeingas  unreiifonably  doubt- 
i\  as  many  are  unwifcly  confident,  I  will  only 
ay,  ..hat  tnis  alfo  is  a  matter  very  well  worthy 
jit  ferious  and  mature  reflexion.     It  is  not  eafy;    • 
)forefee,  what  the  efFedt  would  be,  of  difcon-/ 
tfting  with  Parliamen  t,  the  greatefl  part  of  thofd    «-  ;' 
iho  hold  civil  employments,  and  of  fuch  mighty  ( 
idiniportant  bodies  as  the  military  and  naval  J 
iblifhments.  Irwere  better,  perhaps,  that thej5^^  y 
tould  have  a  corrupt  interefl  in  the  jlorms  of  the^'^^" 
3n(Utution«  than  that  they  fhould  have  none  at  QS  o 
This  is  a  queflion  altogether  different  from 
difqualiiication  of  a  particular  defcription^of 
fevenue  Officers  from  feats  in  Parliament ;  or, 
of  all  the  lower  forts  of  them  from 
H  votes 
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votes  in  eledUons.     In  the  former  cafe,  only 
the  few  arc  ftffe<^ed  j  in  the  Utttr,  only  the  in- 
Confiderable.     But  a  greal  oificial,  a  great  pro. 
fcffional,  a  great  military  and  naval  intereft,  alii 
ncccflarily  comprehending  many  people  of  the 
firft  weight,  ability,  wealth,  and  fpirit*  has  hetn 
gradually  formed  in  the  kingdom.    Thefe  vm\ 
interefts  muil  he  let  into  a  ftiaie  of  reprefenta* 
tioRft  eife  po0lbly  they  may  be  incluned  to  deftrajfl 
.  ihoCe  inftitutions  of  which  they  are  not  pBrmittcd 
\  \o  partake*  This  is  not  a  thing  to  be  triiied  withJ 
^   c\    \  nor  i$  it  every  well-meamng  ma»,  that  is  fittol 
^'"  y  L^  put  his  hands  to  it.     Many  other  fcrious  conli*l 
v'      /      derations  occur.     I  do  not  open  them  bereJ 
becaufc  they  arc  not  direftly  to  my  purpcfe 
propofmg  only  to  give  the  reader  fiMne  taftei 
thedii^culties  thatattendall  capital  changes  int' 
conjititution  j  juA  to  hint  the  uncertainty*  to 
no  worfe»of  beiag  ableto  pieventthe  GQUTt».asioD|| 
a&  it  has  the  means  of  influence  abundanidy  in  i^ 
power,  of  applying  that  influence  to  parJiajnent 
and  perhaps,  if  the  public  methodwereprcchtdeii 
of  doing  it  in  fome  worfe  and  more  dangcrov 
method.     Underhand  and  oblique  ways  woul 
be  ftudied.  The  fcience  of  evafion»  already  tole 
rably  undcrftood,  would  then;  be  brought  to  tl 
grcjiteft  perfjedtion.  It  is  no  inconfiderahk  parti 
wifdom,.  t©  know  how  much  of  a»  evil  ought-  f 
be  tolerated ;  left,  by  attempting  a  degree 
purity  impraiflicable  in  degenerate   times 
manners,  inft^cad  of  cutting  off  the  fubfifting 
pra<Sices,  new  corruptions  might  be  produc 
tor  the  concealment  and  fecurity  of  th^old. 
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Wi  PRESENT  discontents'.      gg 
Were  better;  undoubtedly,  that  no  influence  at 
all  could  affcft  the  mind  of  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament.    But  of  all  rtfiodes  of  influence,  in  my^ 
opinion,  a  place  Undir  the  Government  is  the? 
kaft  difg^ce^ful  to  il^e  man  who  hoMs  it,  and  ( 
by  far  the  moff  faffe  to'  the  country.     I  woul5  \ 
not  ftut  otft  that  fort  ol'infiadnce  which  is  open  r 
and  vifibfe,  WhicTif  is  ^onhedted  with  the  dignify  / 
and  this  fcrvicc  of  the  Stattf,  when  it  is  not  in  tny  ( 
power  td  prtfVerit  th<t  irtfl'u'enec  of  cor>trat!!s,  of  ) 
fubfcriptidns,  of  ditdft  btrbcry,  artd  fh'oKfe  irinu'- 
toctaWe  rtiefthodsof  claiideftine  corruptiton.  w^icK 
arc  abnmfantlly  in  tUt  hands  of  the  Court,  and 
Urhich  wi?f  be  applied'  as  long  as  thefe  means  bf 
corruption;  attd  the' difpofition  to  be  corrupted, 
Rate  exiftipcc  aittoftgft  us.     Our  cohrtitution' 
ftandsoh  a  nite^  eqoipoife,  with  fteep  preeipiees 
and  deep  Waters  upon'  all  fides  of  it.     In  re-  ) 
moving  K  ftotfi  a  dangierous  leaning  towards  one  / 
mti  there  may  bd  a  rifque  of  overfetting  it  on  i 
mt  othei*.  Every  piiojcft  of  a  material  change  in 
la  Government  fo  complicated  as  ours,  combined 
lat  the  fartie  time  w?the3tternal  circumftances  ftill 
Imorie  comjilt'cated,  is  a  matter  full  of  difficulties; 
lin  which  a  confiderate  man  will  not  be  too  ready 
Iwdecidej  a  prudent  nr^n  too  ready  to  undertake;  y 
joi'  art  fibrieft  man  too  ready  to  promi/e.     T'liey  ( 
Ido  not  refpedt  the  publick  nor  thfenVfelvfcs,  who  ; 
Ifligage  for  mdfc,  than  they  are  fure  that  tllcy  ( 
jwight  tb'  attetaptj  or  that  they  are  ablb  tb  pfcr-  ) 
jform.    f  hefe.  are  my  fentimenls,  weak  perhaps,-^ 
Ibut  honeft  and  unbiafled ;  and  fubmitted  en- 
tirely to  the  opinion  of  grave  men,  well  afl^e<f^ed 
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to  the  conAitution  of  their  country*  and  of  ex- 
perience in  what  may  bed  promote  or  hurt  it. 

Indeed,  in  the  fituation  in  which  we  ftand, 
with  an  immenfe  revenue,  an  enormous  debt, 
mighty  eftabliOimenti,  Government  itfelft  great 
banker  and  a  great  merchant,  I  fee  no  other  way 
for  the  prefervation  of  a  decent  attention  to  public 
intereil  in  the  Reprefentatlves,  but  the  mterpo/itm 
of  the  bcdy  of  the  people  itfelf  whenever  it  (hall 
appear,  b^  fome  flagrant  and  notorious  zQi,  by 
fome  capital  innovation,  that  thcfe  Reprefenta- 
tives  are  going  to  over-leap  the  fences  of  the 
law,  and  to  introduce  an  arbitrary  power.  This 
interpofition  is  a  moft  unpleafant  retaedy*  But, 
if  it  be  a  legal  remedy,  it  is  intended  on  fome 
occaflon  to  be  ufcd  i  to  be  ufed  then  only,  when 
it  is  evident  that  nothing  elfe  can  hold  the  con- 
ftitution  to  its  true  principles. 

The  diftempers  of  Monarchy  were  tht  great 
fubjefts  of  apprebeniion  and  redrefs,  in  the  laft 
century;  in  this,  the  diftempers  cf  parliament/ 
It  is  not  in  Parliament  alone  that  the  remedy  for 
Parliamentary  difordcrs  can  be compleatedf  hardly 
indeed  can  it  begin  there/  Until  a  confidence  in 
Government  is  re-eftabliflied,  the  people  ought 
to  be  excited  to  a  more  Aridt  and  detailed  at' 
tention  to  the  condud  of  their  Rcpreftntatives. 
Standards,  forjudging  more  fyftematically  upon 
their  conduft,  ought  to  be  fettled  in  the  meet- 
ings of  counties  and  corporations.  Frequent  and 
corredt  lifts  of  the  voters  in  all  important  quef- 
tions  ought  to  be  procured. 
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THE  PRESENT  DISCONTENTS. 
By  fuch  means  fomething  may  be  done.     Bv 
fach  means  it  may  appear  who  thofe  arc.  that 
b;an  indifcriminate  fupporl  of  all  Adminiftra-' 
tions,  have  totally  banifhed   all  integrity  and 
confidence  out  of  public  proceedings  t  Savi  con- 
founded the  beft  men   with    the    worft ;   and 
weakened  and  diflblvcd.   inftead   of  rtrength- 
jcning  and   comparing,    the  general  frame  of 
IGovernment.    If  any  perfon  is  more  concerned 
Ifor  government  and  order,  than  for  the  liberties 
lof  his  country  j  even  he  is  equally  concerned 
Itoput  an  end  to  this  courfe  of  indifcriminate 
fupport.    It  is  this  blind  and  undiftingui/hin? 
Support,  that  feeds  the  fpring  of  thofe  very  difor- 
Uers,  by  which  he  is  frighted  into  the  arms  of  the 
feflion  which  contains  in  itfclf  the  fource  of  all 
Morders,  by  enfeebling  all  the  vifible  and  regular 
kuthority  of  the  State.  The  diftemper  is  incrcafed 
py  his  injudicious  and  prepoftcrous  endeavours. 
tr  pretences,  for  the  cure  of  it. 
I  An  exterior  Adminiftration,  chofen  for  its 
Impotcncy.  or  after  it  is  chofen  purpofcly  ren- 
•ercd  impotent,  in  order  to  be  rendered  fub- 
frvient,  will  not  be  obeyed.     The  laws  them-  . 
^Ivcs  will  not  be  refpeftcd,  when  thofe  who 
l«cute  them  are  defpifcd ,  and   they  will  be 
fipifcd,   when  their  power  is  not  immediate 
Jom  the  Crown,  or  natural  in  the  kingdom. 
riever  were  Minifters  better  fupported  in  Par^ 
lament.  Parliamentary  fupport  comes  and  goes 
f  th  office,  totally  regardlefs  of  the  man,  or  the 
m.    Is  Government  ftrengthened  ?  It  grows 
leaker  and  weaker.    The  popular  torrcnt^ain^ 
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upon  it  every  hour.     Let  us  learn  from  our  ex? 
perience.     Jt  is  not  fjipport  that  is  wanting  to 
(jovernmcnt,  but  reforipation.    When  Miniftry 
refts  up^^  public  opinion,  it  is  not  indeed  buiu 
lipon  a  rock  of  adamant ;  it  has,  however,  fome 
ftability.     Put    when    it   (lands   upon    private 
humour,  its  ftrujflure  is  of  ftubble,  and  its  foun- 
dation  is   on  quickfand,     I  repeat  it  again?-, 
He  that  fqpports  every  Admjniftration,  fubvcrts 
all  Government,   The  reafpn  is  this.  The  whole 
buiinefs  ip  vvhiqh  a  Court  ufually  takes  ap  intereft 
goes  on  at  prefent  equally  well,   in   whatever 
hands,  whether  high  or  low*  y^^^P  pr  fpol'^i* 
fqandalous  or  reputable ;  there  is  nothing  tlierc- 
fore  to  hold  it  firpi  to  ^ny  one  body  of  ""cn, 
or  to  any  one  confiftent  fchcroc  of  poljticks, 
Nothip^  jnterpofes,  to  prevent  the  fujl  opera- 
tion of  all  the  capritfCS  and  all  the  pa(^ions  of  »| 
Coi^rt  upon  the  fervants  of  the  publick.    Th 
iyftem  of  Adminiftration  is  open  to  coptinu 
ihoc|^s  an4  changes,  upon  the  principles  of  th 
nieaneft  cabal,  and  the  mod  contemptible  in 
tri^ue.     l^^othing  can  b^  folid  and  pcriijaneDi 
^11  good  men  at  length  fly  with  horro\ir  fm 
(uch  a  feryice,     Men  of  rank  ;ind  ability,  witi 
%hp  fpirit  which  ought  to  animate  fqch  w( 
in  ^  free  ftate,   while  they  decline  the  juri 
diction  of  dark  cabaVon  their  actions  and  th 
(ortunes,  will,  for  both,  chca^fuHy  put  thci 
feiyes  upon  their  cpuntjy .    They  vff^\  truft 
^nqui^ti(Ve  and  difting^i(K^ng  I^afli^meftj  j 
paiife  it  does  enquire,  s^nd  dP^s  4^(^^ii£M'A^ 
they  aft.w^ll,  ti^ey  l^now,  that  in  ft^  a  fa 
liameflt,    they  will  be  fupportcd  againft  a 
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intrigue;  if  they  adl  ill,  they  know  that  no 
intrigue  can  proted  them.  This  lituation,  how- 
ever aweful,  is  honourable.  But  in  one  hour, 
and  in  the  felf-fame  Affembly,  without  any 
affigned  or  affignable  caufe,  to  be  precipitated 
from  the  higheft  authority  to  the  moft  marked 
negledt,  poffibly  into  the  greateft  peril  of  life 
and  reputation,  is  a  Atuation  full  of  danger,  and 
deftitute  of  honour.  It  will  be  (hunned  equally 
;  by  every  man  of  prudence,  and  cvefy  ojan  of 

|fpirit.  .  .:r 

Such  are  the  confequenvc?  of  the  divifion  o? 
Court  from  the  Adminiftration ;  and  of  the  divi- 
fion  of  public  men  among  themfelves.     By  the 
former  of  thefc*  lawful  Govern  merit  is  undone ; 
I  by  the  latter,  all  oppolition  to  lawlefs  power  is 
I  rendered  impotent.    Government  may  in  a  great  ^ 
j  toeafure  be  reftorcd,  if  any  confidcraWe  bodies  of  | 
men  have  honefty  and  resolution  Qiiough  never/ 
to  accept  Adminiftration,  unkfs  this  garrifon  of 
King's  merit  which  is  ft^tioned,  «6  to  a  ciladeli, 
to  eontroul  and  enflave  it,  be  eitirtly:  broken , 
and  diibanded,  and  every  work  they  have  throWn ' 
I  up  be  lovelled  with  the  gfotind.    T\ip  dtfpofitibn 
of  public  men  to  keep  this  eOrps  logether*  and 
to  a<^  under  k,  or  to  co-operate  With  it,  Js  ^ 
touchftentftby  whid)  every  Ado>ini^r4tk)n  ought 
in  future  io  be  tried.     Tl>ere  has  not  been  on$ 
which  has  not fufBeiently  efxper ienjcedthe uttet  in-* 
compatibility  pftNtFa&MiwitfethopttMic  peace, 
and  within  tb&  ends  of  gjDpd  Gov^fflmeiit ;  (iiK:e» 
ifthey  eppofedit^  they  ioon  k>^  tf vel*y  powef  of 
fervifK  t$e  Crown  i  if  they  fwbmitted  to  it,  they 

H  4  loft 
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loft  all  the  efteem  of  their  country.  Until 
Minifters  give  to  the  publick  a  full  proof  of 
their  entire  alienation  from  that  fyftem,  how- 
ever  plaufiblc  their  pretences,  w^e  may  be  furc 
they  are  more  intent  on  the  emoluments  than  the 
duties  of  office.  If  they  refufe  to  give  this  proof, 
we  knovsr  of  what  ftufF  they  are  made.  In  this 
particular,  it  ought  to  be  the  eledors  bufinefs  to 
look  to  their Reprefentatives.  The  eledors  ought 
to  efteem  it  no  lefs  culpable  in  their  Member  to 
give  a  fingle  vote  in  Parliament  to  fuch  an  Ad* 
miniftration,  than  to  take  an  office  under  it;  to 
endure  it,  than  to  adt  in  it.  The  notorious  infi- 
delity  and  verfatility  of  Members  of  Parliament, 
in  their  opinion?  of  men  and  things,  ought  in 
a  particular  manner  to  be  confidered  by  die 
cledors  in  the  enquiry  which  is  recommended  to 
them.  This  is  one  of  the  principal  holdings  of 
that  dcftruaive  (yftcm,  which  has  endeavoured 
to  unhinge  all  the  virtuous,  honourable,  and 
ufcful  connexions  in  the  kingdom. 

This  Cabal  has,  with  great  fuccefs,  propagated 
a  dodtrine  which  ferves  for  a  colour  to  thofe  afts 
of  treachery  J  and  whilft  it  receives  any  degree 
of  countenance,  it  will  be  utterly  fenfclcfs  to 
look  for  a  vigorous  oppofition  to  the  Court  Party. 
The  doftrine  is  this :  That  all  political  connei 
ions  arc  in  their  nature  faaious,  and  as  fuch 
ought  to  be  diffipatcd  and  deftroyed^  and  that 
the  rule  for  forming  Adminiftrations  is  mere  per* 
fonal  ability,  rated  by  the  judgment  of  thisCabil 
upon  it,  and  taken  by  draughts  from  every  divifion 
^4  denomrnation  of  publip  naen,     This  decree 
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as  folemnly  promulgated  by  the  head  of  the 
lourt  corps,  the  Earl  of  Bute  himfelf,  in  a 
eech  which  he  made,  in  the  year  1766,  againft 
he  then  Adminiftration,  the  only  Adminiftra- 
ion  which  he  has  ever  been  known  diredlly  and 
ublicly  to  oppofe. 

It  is  indeed  in  no  way  wonderful,  that  fuch 
rfons  fhould  make  fuch  declarations.     That 
Annexion  and  Fadion  are  equivalent  terms,  is  an 
ipinion  which  has  been  carefully  inculcated  at  all 
imes  by  unconftitutional  Statefmen.  The  reafon 
evident.  Whilft  men  are  linked  together,  they 
fily  and  fpeedily  communicate  the  ^arm  of  any 
kvil  defign.    They  are  enabled  to  fathom  it  with 
ommon  counfel,  and  to  oppofe  it  with  united 
length.     Whereas,   when  they  lie  difperfed, 
ithout  concert,  order,  or  difcipline,  commu*; 
lication  is  uncertain,  counfel  difficult,  and  re-*f^ 
ftance  impracticable.    Where  men  are  not  ac- ' 
uainted  with  each  other's  principles,  nor  experi^ 
need  in  each  other's  talents,  nor  at  all  pradtifed 
in  their  mutual   habitudes  and  difpofitions  by 
joint  efforts  in  bufinefs ;  no  perfonal  confidences^. ' 
10  friendfhip^  no  common  intereft,   fubfifling 
mong  them ;  it  is  evidently  impoflible  that  they  ■ 
n  ad  a  public  part  with  uniformity,  perfe-  ^ 
trance,  or  efficacy.  In  a  connexion,  the  mofi  in* ' 
onfiderable  man,  by  adding  to  the  weight  of 
he  whole,  has  his  vdue,  and  his  ufe ;  out  of  it, 
e  greatefl  talents  are  wholly  unferviceable  to 
e  publick.    No  man,  who  is  not  inflamed  by 
ain-glory  into  enthufiafm,  can  flatter  himfelf 
at  his  fingle,  unfupported,  defultory,  unfyfle- 
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matic  endeavours  are  of  power  to  defeat  the  fabtlJ 
defigns  and  united  Cabals  of  ambitious  citizensJ 
When  bad  men  combine,  the  good  muft  aiTociateJ 
elfe  they  will  fall,  one  by  one,  an  unpitied  facriJ 
£ce  in  a  contemptible  druggie. 

It  is  not  enough  in  a  fituation  of  truft  in  th^ 
commonwealth,  that  a  man  means  well  to  hii 
country  ;  it  is  not  enough  that  in  his  fingle  perfo 
he  never  did  an  evil  a(5l,  but  always  voted  accord] 
ing  to  his  confcience,  and  even  harangued  againlj 
every  deiign  which  he  apprehended  to  be  preju 
dicial  to  the  intereds  of  his  country.  This  innoxj 
ious  and  inefFedual  chara(f\er,  that  Teems  forme 
upon  a  plan  of  apology  and  difculpation,  falll 
niiferably  ihprt  of  the  mark  of  public  duty.  Thij 
duty  demands  apd  requires^  that  what  is  righ 
ihould  not  only  be  made  known,  but  made  prcl 
yalent  t  that  what  is  evil  (hould  not  only 
detected,  but  defeated.     When  the  public  onj 
omits  to  put  himfelf  in  a  fituation  of  doing  hij 
duty  with  cfFedt,  it  is  an  omiHion  that  fruftrata 
the  purpofes  of  his  truft  almoil  as  much  asift 
had  formally  betrayed  it.     It  is  furcly  no  verj 
rational  account  of  a  man's  life,  that  he  hasalwa}! 
acted  right ;  but  has  taken  fpecial  care,  to  ad  il 
fuch  a  manner  that  bis  endeavoocs  could  n(| 
pofUbly  be  productive  of  any  confequence. 
■   I  do  not  wonder  that  the  beLa,viour  of  man 
parties  Oiouki  have  made  perfons.  of  temdcr 
Scrupulous  virtue  fomewhat  out  of  humour  .wiij 
all  iorts  of  connexion  in  politicks.     I  i^iait  i ' 
fMAple  frequrntly  acquire  in  iu^b.  con|bde^aci< 
^miTQw,  bi^otted^.and  pQ%i|)tive  rpititi 
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ley  are  apt  to  Ank  the  idea  of  the  general  good    , 
J  this  circumfcribed  and  partial  intereft.    But, 
here  duty  renders  a  critical  fituation  a  neceflary 
le,  it  is  our  bufmefs  to  keep  free  from  the  evils 
ndant  upon  iti  and  not  to  fly  from  the  fitu- 
,  in  itfelf.  If  a  fortrefs  is  fcated  in  an  unwhole- 
fome  air,  an  oflicer  of  the  garrifon  is  obliged  to 
attentive  to  his  health,  but  he  mufl  not  defert 
lis  jftation.     Every  profeflion,  not  excepting  the 
;loriou8  one  of  a  foldier,  or  the  facred  one  of  a 
^     :,  is  liable  to  its  own  particular  vices;  which, 
however,  form  no  argument  againft  thofe  ways  of 
'life  J  nor  are  the  vices  thcmfelvcs  inevitable  to 
every  individual  in  thofe  profefTions.     Of  fuch 
a  nature  are  connexions  in  politicks ;  efTentially 
neceflary  for  the  full  performance  of  our  public 
duty,  accidentally  liable  to  degenerate  intofa^ion. 
Commonwealths  are  made  of  families,  free  com- 
pionwealths  of  parties  alfoj  and  we  may  as  well 
affirm,  that  our  natural  regards  and  ties  of  blood 
tend  inevitably  to  make  men  bad  citizens,  as  that 
the  bonds  of  our  party  weaken  thofe  by  .which 
we  are  held  to  our  country. 

Some  legiflators  went  k>  far  as  to  make  neu- 
trality in  party  a  qrime  againd  the  State.  I  do 
not  know  whether  this  might  not  have  been  rather 
tooverftrain  the  principle.  Certain  it  is,  the  beft 
patriots  in  the  grcateft  commonwealths  have  al- 
ways contii^^n^ed  and  promoted  fuch  connexions, 
Ue^Jfirtfire  de  repuklicct  vas  with  them  a  prin- 
cipal ground  of  friendfliip  and  attachment ;  nor 
do  \  knpw  an.y  other  capable  of  forming  firmer, 
(jearer,  more  pleafmg,   morp  honourable,  anj 

more 


**#- 


•Ditiniii 


illMIWi 


■("(^^^"••PPI" 


108     THOUGHTS  ON  THE  CAUSE  OP 

more  virtuous  habitudes.     The  Romans  carried  I 
this  principle  a  great  way.    Even  the  holdingof 
offices  together,  the  difpofition  of  which  arofe 
from  chance  not  feledtion,  gave  rife  to  a  relation 
which  continued   for   life.     It  was  called  «^ 
cejfitudo  Jortis  'y  and  it  was  looked  upon  with  a 
facred  reverence.    Breaches  of  any  of  thefe  kinds 
of  civil  relation  were  confidered  as  afts  of  the 
moft  diftinguifhed  turpitude.  The  whole  people 
was  diftributed  into  political  focieties,  in  which 
riiey   afted   in  fupport  of  fuch  interefts  in  the 
State  as  they  feverally  afFedted.     F  or  it  was  then 
thought  no  crime,  to  endeavour  by  e^^ery  honcfti 
means  to  advance  to  fuperiority  and  power  thofc 
of  your  own  fentiments  and  opinions.   This  wife 
people  was  far  from  imagining  that  thofe  con- 
nexions had  no  tie,  and  obliged  to  no  duty; 
but  that  men  might  quit  them  without  (hame, 
upon  every  call   pf   intereft.     They  believed 
private  honour  to  be  the  great  foundation  of  j 
public  truft ;  that  friendfhip  was  no  mean  ftep 
towards  patriotifm  ;  that  he  who,  in  the  com- 
mon intercourfe  of  life,  Oiewed  he  regarded 
fomebody  befides  himfelf,  v/hen  he  came  to  aft 
in   a  public  fituation,  might  probably  confult 
forne  other  intereft  than  his  own.     Never  may 
we  htcome  plus /ages  que  lesfagest  as  the  French 
comedian  has  happily  exprelfed  it,  wifer  than  all 
the  wife  jmd  good  men  who  have  lived  before  us. 
It  was   their  wifti,  to   /ice  public  and  private 
virtues,  not  diiTonant  and  jarring,  and  mutually 
deftrudlive,  but  harn^onioufly  combined,  grow- 
ing out  of  one  another  in  a  noble  and  orderly 
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Gradation,  reciprocally  fupporting  and  fupported. 
In  one  ofthemoft  fortunate  periods  of  ourhiftory 
^jiis  country  was  governed  by  a  connexion -,  I 
nean  the  great  connexion  of  Whigs  in  the  reign 
jfQj^Anne.  They  were  complimented  upon 
he  principle  of  this  connexion  by  a  poet  who 
)iu  in  high  efteen  with  them.  Addifon,  who 
new  their  fcntiments,  could  not  praife  them 
jrwhat  thcyconfidered  as  no  proper  fubjed:  of 
lommendation.  As  a  poet  who  knew  his  bufi-- 
jefs,  he  could  not  applaud  them  for  a  thing 
raich  in  general  eflimation  was  not  highly  rc- 
lutable.     Addrefling  himfelf  to  Britain,     .  m'^ 

Jby favourites  ^row  not  up  hy  fortune  s  Jport,^^^, 
Or  from  the  crimes  or  follies  of  a  court.  - 

On  the  firm  bqfisof  defert  they  rife,  -^^ 

Prom  long-try  d faith,  andfriendjhifs  holy  ties,  ^ 

i  The  Whigs  of  thofe  days  believed  thai  the  ' 
m  proper  method  of  rifing  into  po^ver  was 
frough  hard  effays  of  praftifed  friendfliip  and 
^penmented  fidelity.  At  that  tim^  it  was  not 
>agined,  that  patriotifm  was  a  bloody  idol,  ^ 
|hich  required  the  facrifice  of  children  andpa- 
fnts  or  dearcft  connexions  in  private  life,  and 
"t  all  the  virtues  that  rife  from  thofe  relations! 
hey  were  not  of  that  ingenious  paradoxical 
Porahty,  to  imagine  that  a  Ipirit  of  moderation 
ras  properly  (hewn  in  patiently  bearing  the  fuf- 
[nngs  of  your  friends^  or  that  difintereftednefs 
fas  clearly  manifefted  at  the  expence  of  other 

11'..^°'^!"!;.  ^^^y  ^'^^^^^^  '^^t  «^  men 
fuld  aft  with  cfFea,  who  did  not  aft  in  concert; 

A  '^  that 
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that  no  men  could  ad  in  cbnceft,  Who  dM 
a£t  with  confidence ;  and  that  no  men  couk} 
with  confidence,  who  were  not  bo«t^  togetb 
by  common  opinions,  common  affeftion^, 
common  interefts. 

Tbefe  wife  men,  for  filch  I  mf^  call  L 
Sunderland,  Lord  Oodolphin,  Lord  Sommei 
and  Lord  Marlborough,  were  too  Welt  pfincipli 
in  tbefe  maxims  upon  which  the  v^'hcrfe  fabrick 
public  length  is  built,  to  be  blown  tfff  thi 
ground  by  the  breath  of  every  ckitdffh  tatterS 
They  were  not  afraid  fhn  they  flMiCild  be  G&r 
dn  ambitious  Junto  j  or  thai  th«ir  fefoltftiofr 
(land  or  fall  together  fhould,  by  placemen,  bei 
terpreted  into  a  fcufflfe  fot  places. 

Party  is  a  body  of  men  united,  for  prdrii>otii[ 
by  their  joint  endeavocrrs  the  national  ii)ter^fti 
upon  fome  particular  principle  in^  whficb  they  ar( 
all  agreed.    For  my  part,  I  find  it  impofTiUc 
conceive,  that  any  one  believes  ii>  his  own 
ticks,  or  thinks  them  to  be  of  any  weight,  w 
refufes  to  adopt  the  means  of  having  tben»  r 
duced  into  practice.    It  is  the  buikiefs  of  tl 
fpeculative  philofopher  to  mark  the  proper  cm 
of  Government.     It  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  f^Hii 
tician,  who  is  the  philofopher  in  a£iio»,  to  k 
out  proper  means  towards  thoie  ends,  and  (i 
cmpwy   them   with   cffeA.    Therefore  cvfi 
honourable  connexion  will  avow  it  is  their  |ii 
purpofe,  to  purfue  every  jufl  method  to  put  thi 
men  who  hold  their  opinions  into  fuch  a  conditioi 
as  may  enable  them  to  carry  their  commcMi 
into  execution,  with  all  the  power  and  authoi 
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,f  tfic  Stalfe.  As  thh  power  is  attached  to  certain 
luations,  it  is  their  duty  to  corttend  for  thefe  | 
tuations.  Without  a  proicription  of  others,  they 
ire  bound  togivc  to  their  own  party  the  prcfcr- 
nce  in  all  things  j  and  by  no  means,  for  private 
onfideratiofts,  to  accept  any  offers  of  power  in  f'lpj^^j 
Mkh  the  Whole  body  is  not  ihcladcdj  nor  ta^ 
iffcr  thcmfetves  to  be  led,  or  to  be  contrmifed, 

to  be  over-ba)»Rced,  in  office  or  in  councfl^ 
Iby  thofe  who  coFi^radift  the  very  fundamental 
principles  on  which  th«ir  party  is  formed!,  and 
levcn  thofe  upbn  which  etery  fair  conrrcjcfon 
mil  ftand.  Such  a  generous  contention  fat' 
power,  on  fuch  manly  and  henoin^ble  maxhns, 
wHl  easily  be  dtftihguifbed  from  the  mean  ami 
iatjrefted  Hroggte  for  place  and  etnd'ument. ' 
The  very  ftilc  of  foch  perfens  will  ferve  to 
difcriminate  them  Irom  tho(e  numberlefs  impoi^ 
tors,  who  hav#  deluded  the  ignorant  with  pro- 
feiiions  nicdmpatible  with  human  practice,  and 
have  afterwards  inccnfed  them  l!>y  practices  bc- 
hw  the  kvdf  oiF  v«rig«r  re^itiide. 

It  is  aft  advantage  to  alt  narrow  wiOom  and 
narrow  moralfi,  that  their  maxihts  have  aplatrfible 
air ;  and,  on  a  curfory  view,  appear  equal  to  firft 
pFiuciptes.  Theyafe  light  and  portable.  They 
are  as  cupreRt;a«  cdpper  com  j  and  about  asvahr- 
ablev  Thay 4irvr  eqiwWy  the  firft  capacit ies  and 
the  lowdft  i  and  they  arc,  at  leaft,  asr  ufeful  to 
the  wopft  men -ds^  the  beft.  Of  this  (lamp  is  the 
cant  of  Not^mmy  but  meafures\  a  fort  of  charm, 
by  which'  many  people  get  loofe  from  every  ho- 
noura^to  ciigagement.    When  1  foe  a  man  adimg 
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this  defultory  and  difconn^dted'^parr,  with  ul 
much  detriment  to  his  own  fortune  as  prejudicil 
to  the  caufe  of  any  party,  I  am  not  periuadedl 
that  he  is  right ;  but  I  am  ready  to  believe  iMj 
is  in  earneft.    I  refpedt  virtue  in  all  its  fitua* 
tions  I  even  when  it  is  found  in  the  unfuitabkl 
companv  of  weaknefs.   I  lament  to  fee  qualitietj 
rare  and  valuable,  fquandered  away  without  any 
public  utility.  But  when  a  gentleman  with  ereit 
vifible  emoluments  abandons  the  party  in  which 
he  has  long  aded,  and  tells  you,  it  is  becauie  he 
proceeds  upon  his  own  Judgement  i  that  he  adi 
on  the  merits  of  the  (everal  meafures  as  they 
ariie  i  and  that  he  is  oblieed  to  follow  his  own| 
confcience,  and  not  that  of  others;  he  gives  rea- 
ibns  which  it  is  impoffible  to  controvert,  snd  I 
difcovers  a  charadler  which  it  is.  impoffible  to  I 
miftake.    What  (hall   we  think  of  him  who  I 
never  differed  from  a  certain  (et  of  men  until 
the  moment  they  loft  their  power,  and  who 
never  agreed  with  them  in  a  fingle  inftance  after' 
wards  ?  Would  not  fuch  a  coincidence  of  intereil 
and  opinion  be  rather  fortunate  ?  Would  it  bot 
be  an  extraordinary  caft  upon  the  dice,  that  i 
man's  connexions  mould  degenerate  into  fadlion, 
precifely  at  the  critical  moment   when  they 
lofe  their  power,  or  he  accepts  a  place  ?  When 
people  delert  their  connexions,  the  defertion  it 
a  manifefty^,   upon  which  a  diredt  finifrfe 
iffue  lies,  triable  by  plain  men.     Whether  a 
met^ure  of  Government  be  right  or  wrong,  is  n% 
matter  tffaB,  but  a  mere  affair  of  opihion,  on 
which   men    may,  as   they    do,    diiputt  and 
;   .,       I     »  wrangle 
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I  wrangle  without  end.     But  whether  the  indivi- 
dual tJbinJks  the  meafure  right  or  wrong,  is  a 
point  at  iUIl  t  greater  diflance  from  the  reach 
I  of  all  human  dedfion.     It  ia   therefore  vtry 
[convenient  to  politicians,  not  to  put  the  judge- 
ment of  their  conduct  on  overt-ads,  cognizable 
in  any  ordinary  court,  but  upon  fuch  matter  as 
can  be  triable  only  in  that  fecret  tribunal,  where 
Ithey  are  fure  of  being  heard  with  favour,  or 
where  at  worft  the  fcntence  will  be  only  private 
whipping. 

I  I  believe  the  reader  would  wlih  to  find  no 
IfubAance  in  a  doArine  which  has  a  tendency  to 
Ideflroy  all  teft  of  character  as  deduced  from 
|coodu6^.  He  will  therefore  excufe  my  adding 
Iromething  more,  towards  the  further  clearing  up 
la  point,  which  the  great  convenience  of  obfcu- 
Irity  to  difhonefly  has  been  abl^  to  cover  with 
|fome  decree  of  darknefs  and  doubt. 

In  order  to  throw  an  odium  on  political  con- 
Inexipn,  thefe  politicians  fuppofe  it  a  necelTary 
lincident  to  it,  that  you  are  blindly  to  follow 
Ithe  opinions  of  your  party,  when  in  dircft  oppo- 
Ifition  to  your  own  clear  ideas  1  a  degree  of  iervi- 
Itude  that  no  worthy  roan  could  bear  the  thought 
loffubmitting  to;  and  fuch  as,  I  believe,  no  con- 
Inexions  (except  fome  Court  Fadlions)  ever  could 
jbc  fo  fenfclefsly  ty^Mijical  as  to  impofc.  Men 
■thinking  freely,  will,  in  particular  inftances, 
^hink  difierenfly.  But  ftill,  as  the  greater  part 
of  the  meafurcs  which  arifc  in  the  courfe  of 
public  bufinefs  arc  related  to,  or  dependent  on, 
Bbme  ^x^xj^adin^  general  principles  in  Covern-^ 

I  ment^ 
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menty  ^  man  mud  be  petu'larly  unfortonate  in 
th6  choice  of  his  politick)  company  if  lie  dott| 
not  agree  with  them  at  leaft  nine  timet  in  ten. 
If  he  does  not  concuf  in  thcfe  jfttitXaX  prifl.i 
ciples  upon  which  thb  pafty  is  lOundUdl,   andl 
which  nccelTarily  draw  on  a  concurrence  in  th^' 
iipplication,    he  ought  from  the  bfcginii'.. 
have  diofen  fome  othet*,  mart  cOhfbr  ^  .bk  i 
his  Opinions.     When  the   queftfo'^    t   i 
fjature   doubtful,    or    not  vty  M.a'^rial,  ihtj 
modefty  which  becomes  an  inuiv  itiu^,  ami  (ti 
fpite  of  our  Court  moralifts)   that   pkrti  liti 
which  becomes  a  well  chofen  frie'ndifnip, 
frequently  bring   on  iin    acquiefcente  in 
general  fentiment.    Thus  the  difagreeiheDt  Wi 
tiattij-allv  be  rare ;  it  wifl  be  oiil^  en0li|;'h  to  I 
dulge  fTe<;dom,  without  violating  confcord 
difturbing  arrangement.     And  thii  is  all 
.;ver  was  required  for  a  charaifter  of  the  grtai 
uniformity  atid  {Icadinefs  in  connexioh.    Ho< 
men  can  proceed  without  any  connexion  at 
<^   is  to  me  utterly  incomprelienfible.     Of  vr' 
fort  of  materials  muft  that  man  be  made,  T 
.    muft  he  be  tempered  and  put  together,  whoci 
;  i  ^t  whole  years  in  Parliament,  with  iBve  hund 
€  and  fifty  of  his  fellow  citi;Eens,  am|d'ft  the  ftoi 
{  of  fuch  teoipcfluous  paHibn^^   in  the  (harp  cool 
v^^^ift  of  fo  many  wits,  iifijE.' tempers,  and  cl 
'  rasters,  in  the  a^i.j:' .  .i  trTucTi  mighty ^r"' 
in   the  difcuiT  r.  of  /c^  vaft      A  pom 
interefts,  Withou.  seeing  anyone  fort'of  (ncii 
Whofe  charader,  conduct,  or  diTpolition,  woulj 
l^^d  him  to  aiTociat?  hihireYf  with  them,  to 
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and  be  aided^  in   gny  unc    fyAcm  of  public 
utility  ? 

I  renuembcr  an  old  fcholaftic  aphorifm,  which 
lays,  ••  thai  the  man  who  lives  vholly  detached 
"  from  others,  muft  be  either  an  angel  or  a 
"  devil,"  When  I  fee  in  any  of  thefe  detached 
[  ulcmcq  of  our  times  the  angelic  puritv,  power, 
"  beneficence,  I  (hall  admit  them  to  be  angels. 

uw  mean  fima  we  arc  born  only  to  be  men. 
We  lhl^^  dp  enough  if  we  form  ourfclves  to  be 
food  ones,    U  ii  thefefore  our  bufipef?  carefully 
10  cultivate  in  our  minds,  to  rear  to  the  moil 
pcrfea  viMur  an4  maturity,  every  furt  of  gQn<j- 
WU8  and  i^onc/t  feeling  that  belor\g8  to  our  na- 
|urc.    To  bring  the  difpofuions  that  are  lovely 
w  private  life  intp  (he  fcrvico  and  condu<a  of 
the  commonwealth  j  fo  to  be  patriots,  as  not  to 
Hct  we  are  gentlemen.    To  cultivate  fricnd- 
V.  «nd  to  mcur  enmltje?.     To  have  both 
iwng,  but  both  fele<ftcd:    in  the  one,   to  b^ 
ilacible  1^  the  other,  immoveable.     To  model 
jjr  prirtciples  to  our  duties  and  our  fituation. 
Jo  be  fully  perfuadcd,  that  all  virtue  which  is 
impradicablc  is  fpurious  j  and  rather  to  run  the 
rifque  of  falling  into  faults  in  a  courfe  which 
■^ds  us  to  aa  with  effea  and  energy,  than  to 
liter  out  our  days  without  blame,  and  without 
fc.    Public  life  is  a  fituation  of  power  and 
wrgy  i  h<3  trefpaffw  againft  his  duty  who  fleepj 
ipon  his  watqh,  as  well  as  he  that  goes  over  to 
''c  enemy. 

There  is,  however,  a  time  for  a|l  things.    I; 
not  evciy  conjunaurc  which  wJls  with  equal 

I  2  force 
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force  upon  the  aftivity  of  honeft  men ;  butl 
critical  exigencies  now  and  then  arife ;  and  I  ami 
miilaken,  if  thisbe  notoneof  them.     Menwilll 
fee  the  ncceffity  of  honeft  combination }  but 
they  may  fee  it  when  it  is  too  late.     They  mayl 
embody,  when  it  will  be  ruinous  to  themfelvesJ 
and  of  no  advantage  to  the  countiy;  when,  for 
^vant  of  fuch  a  timely  union  as  may  enablel 
them  to  oppofe  in  favour  of  the  laws,  with  thel 
laws  on  their  fide,  they  majr,  at  length,  find 
themfelves   under  the  ncceflity  of  con^iring, 
inftead  of  confulting.     The  law,  for  whioi  they  I 
Aand,  may  become  a  weapon  in  the  hands  dfl 
its  bittereft  enemies;  and  they  will  becaft,  atf 
length,  into  that  miferablc  alternative,  between 
llavery  and  civil  confufion,  which  no  good  man 
^can  look  upon  without  horror;  an  alternative 
:^in  which  it  is  impoflible  he  fhould  take  cither 
part,  with  aconfcience  perfedlly  atrepofe.'  To 
keep  that  fitu^tion  of  guilt  and  remorfe  at  the 
*titmoft  diftance,  is,  therefore,  our  fitft  obliga- 
tion.    Early  adtivity  may  prevent  late  and  fruit- 
lefs  violence.    As  yet  we  work  in  the  light. 
The  fcheme  of  the  enemies  of  public  tranquillity 
has  difarranged,  it  has  not  deftroyed  us. 

If  the  reader  believes  that  there  really  cxiUs 
fuch  a  Fadlion  as  I  have  defcribed;  a  Fa^ion 
ruling  by  the  private  inclii^ations  of  a  CoortJ 
againft  the  general  fenfe  of  the  people;  and  that 
this  Faction,   whilft  it  purfucs  a  fchenie  fori 
undermining  all  the  foundations  of  our  fresedbm, 
weakens  (for  the  prefcnt  at  leaft)  all  the  poviwrs  of  j 
executory  Government,  rendering  us  abroad  cob- 
3  tcmptiblc, 
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temptible,'  and  ^t  honjc  diftrsiaed ;  h^  will  believe 
alfo,  that  nothing  but  a  firm  cooftbination  of 
pablic  meh  kgainft '  this  body,  aifd  that*  too, 
fttpportcd  by  the  hearty  concurrence  of  the  people 
at  large,  can-  poflibly  get  the  bfetter  of  it.  The 
people  will  fe9  the  neceffity  of  reftoring  public 
rmh  to  an  ftttefttion  tb  the  public  opintpn;  and 
of  reftoring  the  conflituti6n  tb  its  original  prin- 
ciples. Ab<yve  all,  they  Will  efideavour  to  luep 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  frotn  ajOTuming  a  charader 
which  does  not  bdong  to  it;  They  will  endeavour 
to  keep  the* '  Mbuiej;  for^its  exiflence*  f6r  its 
powers,  atid  its  privileges,  a»  independent  of  every 
other,  and  as- dependent  lipori  themfelvc»,  as 
poffible.  TfeiS'  fervitudc  is  Itf  an  Houfe  of 
Commons  (like  bbcdien<ie  'to  the  Divitte  law) 
"pcrfeA  freedom."  For  if  they  once  quit  this 
natural,  ratibn&l,  and  liberal  bl^ience,  havinjg 
deferted  the  only  proper  foundation  of  their 
power,  they  muil  feek  a  fupport  in  an  abject 
and  unnatural  dependence  fome where  olfe.  When, 
through  the  medium  of  thisjuft  conncJEion  with 
their  conftituents,  the.  genuine  dignity  ^f  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  is  refloredv  it  will  begin 
tothinkof  caftingfromit,  withfclorn,  as  badges 
of  fervility,  all  the  falfe  ornaments  of  illegal 
power,  with  which  it  has  been,  for  fome  time, 
difgraced.  It  will  begin  to  think  of  its  old,^ 
office  of  CoNTROUL.  It  wilt  not  fuffer,  that  ( 
laft  of  evils,  to  predominate  in  the  country;  ) 
men  without  popular  confidence,  public  opinion,  j 
natural  connexion,  or  mutual  truft,  invefted  j 
with  all  the  powers  of  Government. 

When 
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thdm*  bpoQ  tuqhfptrJDiqiplQSt  ka  CPmpUpiePt ( 
tbtttr  virtue.    Tib^  wUl  b*  afedf  IP  farva  bin 
cffbai^aUy  I  bop«uj|«ithey  yriU  ^dd  jtbn  weight  i 
the.^ooQtry  to  iherloccB  of  the  j^jcfflmory  power.! 
iThey  iviU  bc.aVk  tp  ferve  their/ King  withdigj 
r  nityj;  bet^aufc  liney  yvill  »ever;abwiJp  jiis  paiDf)  W 
fbe  gratification  of  thfic  privaif  fj^^^n  or  avarictJ 
This,  with  alW<anfie8  for  hw»«i  fwiity,  «i»J 
j  prPbably  be  th^^noral  chara<f>er  pf  a  MiniftryJ 
\  which:  thinks  XtSifM  accountable  tc  the  Houle  <4 
/  Condons  i  whei^the  Houie  of  Commons  tMi| 
\  itfclf  accountable  to  its  coniUtueut^,    U  o^ 
ideas  ihould  preyaiU  ^ngs  fDuft  remain  ini 
f»rcfeiit  confufioQj  until  they  are  hwried  m 
aU  the  rage  of  eivil  violence*  or  until  they  finK 
aoto  the  d^ad  oiippie  of  defpotifiiou 
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